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All Fleſh is as Graſs, aud all the Glo 7 Ma, 
as the Flower of Graſs... The 27 vitherethy 
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N ora of the Lord endureth for ns” 


"il 0 NE A need not mind you (Brethren); 
| J cannot but remember it; You cannot 

t be #hiiking of it at this time, that it 
is nöt full 2 en ſince we were upon 


' ” 
« 44 


Place, to ſolemnize the Funeral of a very able, 
faichful Miniſter of this Con 
Memory, I hope, is, and w , precious a- * 
mong you. If you and Ihad — Improve 
ment of that ſevere Stroke, ſurely, we had or” 
teilt the ſmart of this: But, LORD, when thy 
Hund is lified'wp, and Men will not ſee, 465 
8 ſee. If G OD, lad geth, he will overcome. 

grant, that ths preſent dark Diſpenſation of 
2 2 e my ſo revive che * 


and the Flowty thereof falleth away 1 Bat the | 


4 like Sorrowful Occaſion met together in this, 
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Dr. Samuel Benion's 

that, as that by both together, we may he duly 
humbled under the mighty Hand of GOD, that 
Elibu's Complaint of old, may not be taken up 


Job 33. againſt us, God ſpeaketh once, yea twice, yet Man 


perceiveth not, doth not underſtand the meaning, 


for anſwer the Ends of what he ſaith ; or that 
of the Prophet, that the Righteous, as to our 
Iſa. 57, World periſh, and no Man lays it to Heart, or is 


i, duly affected with it; nay, merciful uſeful Good 
| Men are taken away, and none conſider it. O 
that we knew how rightly to expound, and that 
you knew how rightly to apprehend ſuch Events 
as theſe.  - 
Ile whom we have now follow'd to the ſilent 
Grave, and left there, then follow'd with us, 
and was a deep ſharer in our Griefs on that Oc- 
caſion: But muſt the Succeſſor. in the Work of 
Life, ſo ſoon ſucceed in Dying-work too? All 
that go before us, ſay to us, as CHRIS T to Pe- 


John ter, You cannot follow me now, becauſe your Work 


13. 36. is not dane; but u ſhall follow me hereafter. But 
here's One, that ſooz follow'd to the Grave his 
Predeceſſor in this Pulpit; for Death is not ryi/d 
up tothe Rules of Proportion, or due Diſtances, 

cor. Every Man muſt go in his own Order; the Order 

Or. > — . . N 82 
15. 23, Appointed by him, in whoſe Hand our Times are. 
Conſidering Age; and bodily Strength and 
Vigor, we that are Miniſters muſt think, that he 
whom we have now laid in the Duſt, was a few 
Days ago, likely enough in a Courſe of Nature, 

to have ſeen moſt of us laid there. I thought 
concerning him, This is the Faſeph, that ſhall 

Gen. put his Hand on mine Eyes, and do that Office. for 

45. 4. me, which Iam now doing for him: But living 

An dying, it ſeems, do not. go by likelihoods: 
Ihe Sc vereign Lord of Life, has ordain d other- 
wile, and the number of bis Months (which _ 

g C29 — % . . 


N 
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far from being Months of Vanity) are cut off in the 
midſt. | 

Low, what ſhall we ſay to theſe Things? bat Gen. 
is this, that God has done unto us ! For my part, I 42. 28. 
am quite at a loſs, am full of Confuſion, and know 
not what to ſay : The Tydings aſtoniſh'd me, and 
made me cry out to GOD, as the Prophet did, 
Ezek. 11.13. Ah Lord God! wilt thou make a full 
end of the Remnant of Iſrael? But what ſhall I tay 
to you? I wiſh I were better able to perform this 
Service, which your aged Paſtor has call'd me to: 
How to order the Courſe before you, I know not, 
and yet ſomething I muſt ſay, both as a Mourner 
with you, and as a Monitor to you, that I might 
both ſoften the Ground, and break it up. 

I. I have ſomething to ſay as a Mourner with 
on: I am willing to hope, you have no need of 
any to raiſeup your Mourning, of ſinging Men, or 


finging Women to move your Paſſions ; you are p 
ſenſible of your Loſs, and here's a grievous Mourn- 


Gen. 


. . O. II. 
ing for it; we are lamenting One, that I per- 


ceive is univerſally lamented, and have the Tears 
of many mingled with ours on this Occaſion. 
But my Buſineſs will be, to ſhew you what Rea- 
ſon we have thus to lay to Heart this Breach 
made upon us, that we may be able to give a. 
good Anſwer to that Queſtion, which whenever 
we are of a ſorrowful Countenance, we ſhould 
put to ourſelves, Wherefore look we ſo ſadly to Day ? Gen. 
art thou caſt down, O my Soul ? that if there 40. 5. 
be no good Reaſon for the Grief, we may 4i/miſ 
it; if there be, we may direct it aright. 8 
For my own part, I have all the reaſon in the 
World to bewail the loſs of a very dear and affe: 


— * 


** 
* 


ctionate Friend, wich whom I have many a tine 
8 You, for your part, have 
reaſon to bewail the loſs of an able, faithful Mi- 


taken ſweet Counſel. 


KA 3- niſter, 
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niſter, from whom you have many a time re- 
ceiv'd good Counſel: And that we have of late 
loſt ſo many ſuch, cannot but aggravare the 
Grief. O that our Heads were Waters, and our Eyes 
Fountains of Tears, that we night ſorrow after a 
godly ſort, not for them that are gone; i e low'd 
them, we ſhould rejoyce rather in their Joy, that 
Joy cf their LORD, into which they are enter- 
ed; but for ourſelves, and for our Children, that 
are left behind: And GOD give us Grace to 
hoy fow now in theſe Tears for them, that we may 
' "hereafter reap in Foy with them. And the Truth 

is, As there is none of the Afflictions of this pre- 
fent time, that hath more in it to juſtify our Grief, 
nor over which we may more ſafely ſay, Ve d6 
well to mourn, than the Death of good People,and 
good Miniſters : So there is none that (hen the 
matter 15 conſider intirely) has more in it to qua- 
lify our Grief, and to balance it; for to them, whom 
to live was CHRIST, to dye is Gain, everlaſt+ * 
ing Gain. By St. Stephens Death, the Church toft 
a Miniſter,and therefore juſtly, when they carry'd 
him to his Burial, made great Lamentation over him, 
which well became devout Men, and is recorded 
for our Imitation ; yet at the ſame time it gain'd 

a Martyr, And if T be offered (ſaith St. Paul) upon the 
Sacrifice and Service of your Faith, I joy and vejoyce; 
not only myſelf, for my Crown, but with you all; 
fror the Benefit which may accrue to you thereby: 
The Wife Man recommends it to us as an ex 
cellent Means of increaſe in Wiſdom, to frequent 
the Houſe of Mourning, and to accommodite our. 
elves to the Temper of it; There (faith he) the 


Eccl. Heart of the iſe is, and there it learns many a good 
7: 2 +Lefſon, while the Heart of Fools is in the Houſe f 
Mirth,and there learns many a bad one. TWO Hon 
ſes of Mourning this Death, this ſo great a Deatb, calls 


A 1. 
Is, 
Fn 4 
£6. 
« 
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us to; Go tothe Houſe, whence we fetch'd thoſe 


dear Remains we have now laid by, or laid up ra- 


ther in the Duſt, and that's a Houſe of Mourning 


for its Father, for its Maſter, that was every way 
* irs Glory and Bleſſing: This is a more common 
= Caſe, and what occurs often: But beſides that, 
here's another Houſe of Mourning, this Place of 
your Religious Aſſemblies is ſo: The Gates of the 
Daughter of Sion are covered with a Cloud; and 

= juſtly, when one of the Maſters of the Aſſembly is Ecel. 


rex10v'd, his Light to be ſeen, and his Voice to," 11. 


be heard no more among them. We find it made 
the Character of thoſe Who GOD will gather 
(c gather with everlaſting Loving-kindneſs) that 


thcy are ſorrowful for the Solemn Aſſembly, and Zeph. 
that to them the Reproach of it is a Burthen. When 3- 18. 


the Solemn Aſſembly is thus depriv'd of its Guides 


and Glories, one after another, and broken with 


* Breach upon Breach,all that wiſh well to it,ought to 


be ſorrowful : And coming thus from one How/e of 
Mourning to another, we are inexcuſable, if by 
both together, ſome good Impreſlions be not 
made upon our Souls, which will abide and com- 
mand there; and if by the ſadneſs of the Counte- 
nance, our Hearts be not made ſome way better: 


Godby his Grace make them every way better? 
2. I muſt ſay ſomething alſo as a Monitor to eu; 
for the Buſineſs of your Watchmen is to give you 


Warning; which you are to take at your peril. 
Believe it (Sirs) this Rod has a Voice, a loud 
Voice; whether you perceive it or no, the Man 
of Wiſdom will : That you therefore may approve 
yourſelves Wildom's Children, Hear ye the Lord's 


Controverſy, and ſend us not to plead it with the 


Rocks and the Mountains, to as ruich parpoſe as 
with you; for a Tearing it will have, whether 


* 
* _ of 4 A 4 2 0 
4 Wee 
* * 4 no o 
” Fa. = > ek 
4 _— 7 \ 


you will hear, or whether you will- forbear. You are 


A 4 - @alld 


* 


Mic. 6, 


= 


32 OuG< 


Jer. 6. 
17. 
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call'd to hearken to the ſound of the Trumpet, the 
Alarm of War; for when Ambaſſadors are re- 
call'd, Heralds are ſent ; none of you (I hope) 
have ſaid, Ve will not hearken. 

GOD has a Controverſy with you of this 
Place, of this Congregation, from the Head of 
which, 'Two ſuch eminently Uſeful Men have 
ben remov'd in ſo ſhort a time, in both of whom 


you chought you had Goods laid up for many Years. 


He has a Controverſy with us that are Miniſters ; 
tor hereby our Hands are very much weaken'd, 
and our Glory is waxen thin. Lord, ſhew us where- 


fore thou contendeſt with us. It highly concerns us, 


I am ſure, to humble ourſelves under the mighty 
Hand of God, which is gon forth againſt us, and 
by earneſt Prayers to ſtand in the Gap, at which 
our Glory ſeems to be going out, and our Ruin 
to be breaking in, that we may make good the 
Breach. The putting out of our Candles, is a 
bad Omen of the removal of our Candleſtick ; 
it is at leaſt, a Call to us, to remember from whence 
we are fallen, and repent, leſt it be remov'd: We 
know what our Sins have deſery'd, and what 
Providence threatens us with, and are concern'd 
tomeet GOD in the way of his Judgments; 1n 
ſuch a Day as this, He may well wonder, if there 
be no Interceſſor ; for even the Fews themſelves, 
when our Saviour ſpoke of taking the Vineyard 
from them, and giving it to others, ſtartled at 
the very mention of it, ſaying, God forbid. And 
ſhall we be leß ſollicitous about Privileges more pre- 
cious? | | 
The Text I have read to you, will lead us both 
to the Lamentations we have to make, and to 
the Admonitions we have to give on this ſolemn 
Occaſion. | 
1. In the Places from which it is quoted, it is 
1c Voice of one crying in the Wilderneſs, Who oat 
? & 


Months after his firſt hewing unto Iſrael, he was 
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he might prepare the ay of the Lord, even in the © ' 
Deſert is order d to proclaim this, All fleſh is 
Graſs, &C. Iſa. 40. 6, 7,8. I need not tell you, 
John Baptiſt was that Voice; tis his Teſtimony . 
concerning himſelf, and a modeſt Teſtimony. 23. 
He was only the Voice, GOD was the Speaker. 
And I am apt to think, that as Fohn was the Voice 
crying, ſo he was the Graſs that was to wither, and 
the Flower that was to fade, which he was to 
give notice of, that the People, which muſed in Luke 
their Hearts of John, whether he were the Chriſt, or 3. 15. 
not, might be ſatisfy d, he was only his Fore- 
runner; for all Glory was to be done away, and 
would be 0 Glory, in compariſon with the Gzory 
of the Meſſiah, which excell d, and would remain. Cor. 
Fobn's Miniſtry and Baptiſm, ſoon came to an z. 10. 
end, and gave way to him that was to come. He l 
himſelf ſpoke of it to his Diſciples, when they 
were jealous of the growing Honour of our Lord 
JESUS, and he ſpoke it with all poſſible ſatiſ- 
faction, He muſt increaſe ; but. I muſt decreaſe. And Joh. 3. 
CHRIST ſpeaks of Fohr's being but for a ſea- 3” 
fon à burning and ſhining Light. His Office was pro oh. 1 
tempore, an Introduction of good Things to come, 33 
and his Brightneſs like that of the Morning: ſtar 
which diſappears when the Sun riſeth. This Graſs 
began to wither when about eighteen or nineteen 


caſt into Priſon by Herod, and was quite cut down 
when ſome time after he was beheaded: And his 
Baptiſm did not long ſurvive him, but his Fol- 
lowers ſoon became the Followers of CHRIST, 
to whom he had juſtly and generouſly conſign d 
them, and turn'd them over. EBIT 
Miniſters who like ohn Baptiſt are Friends and 
Servants of the Bridegroom, like him muſt wither 
asGraſs, and all their Glory fade. But CHRIST 
their Maſter the Word of the Lord, the 2 
Eter 
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1 John Eternal Word, endureth for ever, the Word of Life. 
5 1. For tho he alſo like John Baptiſt was cut off in 
9 wo” the midſt of his week, yet he roſe again, and raſe 
27. to dye no more; Death has no more, no longer 
Heb. Dominion over him. And of him it is witneſſed that 
7. 8. he liveth. This is he who by the Goſpel is preached 
- wnto us as an Everlaſting Father, and Ever-living 
Prieſt: His Mord alſo which he has ſpoken and 
deliver'd to us as tis a quickning ſo tis a livin 
Word, the Iaſt Revelation, and which ſhall If 
through all the Revolutions of Time to the End- 
leſs Ages of Eternity. \ 

2. Here it is brought in by way of Inſtruction 
and Encouragement to the Young Converts 
whom the Apoſtle in the foregoing Verſes is Ex- 

ver.15, horting to Holineſs, and Love. Be holy, and 
22.  lowe one another, and ſo prepare yourſelves for 
the Bleſſedneſs of Heaven which conſiſts in the 
perfection of Holineſs and Love; For you are 

yer.23. born again, not of corruptible Seed, not of the Gen- 
tile Learning, or the Jewiſh Law, both which 
wither as Graſs, and will periſh in the ufing, but 
by the Word of the Goſpel which is quick and 
powerful, and abides for ever; which will con- 
tinue in the World while that ſtands; and in the 
Sanctiſied Soul, while it lives: In the former it 
has lighted a Candle which all the Devils in 


John Hell cannot blow out; In the later it has open d 


4. 14. 4 Well of living Water, ſpringing up to Life Eternal. 
This Conſideration is very proper, and ſhould 
be very powerful to quicken and confirm thoſe: Wh 
have deliver'd themſelves into the Mold of the 
Goſpel, and are leaven'd by it, that the Princi- 
ples they go upon are not doubtful or mutable ;. 
but Eternal Truths, that will never fail ; And 
tho' their Miniſters dye, (CHRIST's Followers. 
as well as his Forerunners are as Graſs, and their 
Glory as.a Flower). yet their Faith doth not 9 75 
| . wit 
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with them, for it reſts pot on the Teſtimony of 


” 
* — 


2 mortal Men, but of the Immortal GOD; | 

- They are Lights, but they are not that Light ; Joh, 1. 

r They ſeem to be Pillars, but they are not our 7, 8. 

#5 FF Foundation; We foon ſee the End, the Exit of 

4 > theirConverſation, But FESUS CHRIST is the Heb, 

3 © ſame yeſterday, to day and for ever. Fo him there- 13-7. 

ld, fore let us ſtedfaſtly adhere, and in him let us 

; incourage ourſelves and one another, on fuch a 

Sorrowful Occaſion as that which brings us to- 

y gether at this tim. Fei | 
Two Doctrines naturally riſe from this Text. 

5 I. That Alan and his Glory are fading and wither- 

= ing. All Heſh is Graſs, 8&c.' — 

d II. That God and: his Mord are Ever-living and 

r : Everlaſting. The Word of the Lord endures. 

-F The tormer of theſe will furnifh us with 

e ; matter of Earaentation, the latter of Con- 

— folation; And GOD by his Grace make 

h KH both inſtructive, both to him that ſpeaks} 

: | and ther? that hear? SES 478 

8 For the Firſt, That Man and his Glory are fa- 

e BR ding and withering. We may truly fay, This 

it Day is this Scripture fulfll'd before our Eyes, a 


n we have heard ſo have we now ſeen, All ep is 
4 as Graſs, and that Grafs withers. Nay all the Glo- 
IJ. f Aan, all that which he is mott valued and 
d adrair'd for is as the Flower of the Graſs, and that 
0 Flower fa deth and falleth away. . 124 


e ' Firſt, Every Funeral proves that A411 Fleſh is a $ 
i- Graſs, and that that Graſt withers. The Body is 
22 here call'd Fleſh, becauſe as He tis apt to pu- 
d trify, it has no conſiſtence, nor can any con- 
Ss. hdence be pur in it; Fle!h is contizually waſt- 
ir ing, and would ſoon be conſum'd if ot conti- 
e. nually ſupplied, and therctore from it 8 
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than from the Bones (which without the Fleſh 
are a Skeleton, and the very Image of Death) 
the Living Body has its Denomination, Fleſh 
is ſomtimes put for the Corruption and Sinful- 
neſs of our Nature, to which our Frailty and 
Mortality are owing : The Body is dead becauſe of 
Sin, and therefore tis fitly call'd Fleſh when tis 
ſpoken of as withering. 

A Fleſh is Graſs, That is 

1. Tis weak and low, and little as Graſs. Man- 
kind is indeed numerous, as the Grafs of the 
Field, multiplies, repleniſheth and covereth the 
Earth ; but fike Graſs tis of the Earth, earthy, 
mean and of ſmall account. Alas the Kingdoms 
of Men which make ſo great a Noiſe, ſo great a 
Figure in this lower World, are but as ſo many 
Fields of Graſs compar'd with the Bright and 
Glorious Conſtellations of Stars, made up of the 
Holy and Bleſſed Inhabitants of the upper Regi- 
ons. Man in his preſent ſtate looks Great, when 
ſet in the Scale againſt the Beaſts that periſh ; 
but very little, yea leſs than nothing and Vanity, 
when compared with the Angels, and Spirits of 
Tuſt Men made perfect. | | 
Proud Men think themſelves like the ſtrong 
and ſtately Cedars, Okes, or Pines, but they 
ſoon find themſelves as Graſs, as the Graſs of the 
Field, liable to be nipt with every Froſt, tramp- 
led on by every Foot, continually inſulted by 
Common Calamities of Human Lite, which we 
can no more reſiſt or guard ourſelves againſt, 
than the Graſs can ſecure itſelf from the Fatal 
' Blaſt, when the Wind paſſeth over it and it is gon 

2. Tis withering, and fading, and dying as. 
Graſs. Having both its riſe and maintenance out 
of the Earth, it haſtens tothe Earth, and retires 
to its Root and Foundation in the Duſt. It ſoon i- 
thers, and is gon &'er we are aware. In the Morn- 
10 my, 


I (Ef A OO 


= ing, perhaps, it is green and growing up, its aſpect pf. go. 
3 pleaſing, its pr oſpect promiſing ; but when we come . 


| *ewill ſoon wither of itſelf; it has in it the Princi- aur: ſg 


it will appear like Ezekziel's Viſion, a Valley 


7 be uncloathed preſently ,and the poor Remains of ©9724/- 
this wither'd Grals, the Worm ſhall feed ſaveetly on. * 
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to look upon it in our Evening-walk, we find it 8 
cut down and withered. Nay, the Graſs upen the | 
Houſe-top, which ſeems advanc'd above its Fel- 
lows, and proud of its advancement, withers 

firſt, and is leaſt accounted of, withers before it Pſ.129. 
grows up, and never fills the Mower's Hand, as if * 7: 
the nearer it came to the Habitation of Men, 


the greater impreſſion of Frailty it receiv'd, and 
the 7 inſtruction of Frailty it gave. 
1 


it be not cut down by Diſeaſe or Diſaſter, 


ples of its own Corruption: Age will certainly la fate 
wither it, and it ſhall not return to the days of its tur 

Youth ; it will be wither'd in the Grave, there _ 
'twill be mingled with, and not diſtinguiſh'd fn 5 


from common Duſt. The Bones will there minum 


Let but the Earth open her Boſom a little, and Jos, "5 


all 20. 
dead and dry Bones; very many they are, and lo, they Ezek. 
are very dry: But ſee with an eye of Faith, what 37. 2: 
they ſhall be ſhortly : Theſe dry Bones ſhall live, 
and ſhallagain be cloth'd and cover'd, not with 
corruptible Fleſh, but with incorruptible, when 
what is ſown a Natural Body, ſhall be raiſed a Spi- 
ritual one. . | | 

Is all Fleſh Graff? All without exception of the 
Noble, or the Fair, the Young or the Strong, 
the Well-born, or Well-built, the Well-fed or 
WelFbred. Is all Graf, weak and withering? 

1. Then let us ſec ourſelves to be Graſs ; and 

humble and deny ourſelves. Is the Body Grals ? 
then be not proud, be not preſumptuous, be not. 
confident of a long continuance here, {0188 nat, © 
that the Foot may cruſh thee, Am J Graſs? Then 
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1 muſt expect to wither, and prepare acdording- 
ly, and lay up my Portion and Happineſs in 
none of the Delights and Accommodations of 
this Animal Life, which will all wither and pe- 
riſh with it, but in ſomething ſuited to the Na- 
ture of an Immortal Scul, and which will laſt as 
long as it laſts. Am IGraſs? Then I may wither 
ſuddenly, and know not hor. ſoon, and therefore 
muſt never be ſecure, nor adjourn the neceſſary 
Preparations for my Removal hence to any fur- 
ther Day; but what I do, muſt do it quickly, 
before I wither, and it be too late. Graſs falls, 
tet rae not be ſuch a Fool as to lay up my Trea- 
ſure in that; Stars fall not, let me therefore be 
fo wiſe as to lay up my Treaſure «love them, 
where neither Moth nor Raſt duth corrupt. 

Is the Dody Graſs? Then let us not indulge it 
too much, nor beſtow toy much time, and care, 
and pains about it, as many do, to the neglect 
of the better, and Immortal part: After all, We 
cannot keep it from withering, when its Day ſhall 
come to fall; let us therefore be moſt ſollicitous 
to keep the Soul fm perijning, and to get that 
nouriſhd n to Life Eternal; for that labour ill 
not be in vain; ut will turn to a good account. 

2. Let us {ce -thers allo to be Graſs, and ceaſe 
10 fem 4 ian, becauſe he is no more than thus to be 
4 2- accounted of, If all Fleſh be Graf, then let us 
not truſt in an Arm f Fleſh, for it will ſoon be 
Jer. 15. a owithere/) Arm, and unable to ſupport or pro- 
556. rect us; and they that make it ?'eir Arm, will 
Iſa. 31. be like the Fleath in the Deſert, deſcitute and deje- 
3. —cted; Graſs is too ſhort, too jicnder to lean up- 
39-7- on: The Zeyptians are Fla, uni nt Spirit, and 
therefore they ſhall He in wain. Let the Rock 
of Ages then be our Stay, ard ict our .-ope al 
Ways“ e the L:rd our Gol. : 
This is given alſo as a RC for why we 1 ' 
0 iv 
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not be afraid of the Power of Man when tis moſt 

in threatning, ſo as by it to be either driven from our 

of F diſcourag'd and diſquieted in it: Who art 
thou, what a Fool, to be 4fraid of a Man, that 

4 F cannot only do a0 more but kill thy Body, (which 

45 is our Saviour's Argument) but muſt himſelf dye, _ _ 

er and the Son of Man, that ſhall be made as Graſs? Ia. 51, 

e Sure, thou forgetreſt the Lord thy Maker, whom 

ry thou oughteſt to fear, and on whom thou haſt 

. all imaginable Incouragement, to depend: If 

y. He be for thee, what can a handful of Graſs do 

Is, - againſt thee? | 

4- __ Let this Conſideration alſo moderate our Af- 

2 fections to all our Creature-comforts and Enjoy- 

„, ments: If we ſet our Hearts upon them, when 

they wither, where are we? What was too well 

ir beloved, will then be too much bewail'd : And the 

e, Flowers that are laid in the Boſom, or much 

& . {meld to, will ſooneſt go to decay. Let thoſe 


„ therefore, who have Yoke-fellows, Children, 

ul Friends that are dear to them, take heed of ma- 

us king them too dear; but labour to be as tho' fhey 1 Cor. 
at bad none, becauſe they are all Graſs, whoſe time 7: 29: 
ill #s ſhore, and thefaſhion of which paſſeth away. 

it.. Thuslert this be read as the Inſcription on eve- 

ſe ry Grace, even the Graves of the Common People; 

5x llet this be heard as the Voice of every Funeral 

us Knell, All Fleſh is Graſs. But, 

e | Secondly, Such a Funeral as this we are now 

o- ſolemnizing, goes further into the Text, and 

ill proves likewiſe, that All the Glory of Man is as the 

* Flower of Graſs, the Beauty, or Verdure of it, and 

p- that that Flower falleth away. If the Graſs withers, 

id it follows of courſe, that the Flower thereof falleth 

bc away: ſo that the gahtbiopiel Verſion reads the 


. Text, When the Graſs is dry d, the Flower thereof is 0 
ſhaken off. Life indeed, may ſurvive its Beauties 
and Joys, but take away that, and thoſe fall of 
courle, We | 
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We are now to conſider, not Common Men, * 


but Men of Diſtinction, and to ſee them withern- 
ing and falling; which will bring us cloſer to © 


this ſad Occaſion. And here, 


Firſt, Let us inquire, hat is the Glory of Man | 
in this World; and what of it may be found in 
the Character of that Man, that Son of Man, 
" whoſe Death we are this Day lamenting, and 


whoſe mortal part we have juſt now laid in 


Bed. 


counterfeit, and miſtaken for Glory, bur really is 
not ſo; Solomon ſaith, that for Men to ſearch their 


own Glory, is not Glory. The Glory Men con- W 
monly purſue and ſearch for, is no Glory at ail; ll 
tis nothing to the Weight, the ſubſtantial Weight of 


Glory, which all that are govern d by the Principles 
of Divine Revelation, ſet their Eyes and Hearts 
upon; yet becauſe it is taken for Glory, and is 
courted and careſs'd accordingly, we muſt not 
paſs it over without obſerving, that that alſo - 
thers, and falleth away, as the Flower of the Graff, 
and leaves thoſe aſham'd of their Pride and Con- 
fidence, that call'd it Glory, depended on it, 
and have nothing wherewirth to balance the loſs 


of it, 


Man? So it paſſeth with ſome, who judge by 
the ſight o#the Eye; but at the beſt, it is only 
the Goodlineſs of Graſs; it is deceitful ; it is vain. 
It is a Flower which Death will certainly cut 
down, and commonly it is wither'd firſt: Either 
Time, or the end of Time, will change the 
Countenance ; either wrinkled Age, or pale 
Death. Look into the Coffin, and tell me, 
where's the roſy Cheek, the ruddy Lip, the 


ſparkling Eye, the charming Air, and all the de- 
licate Features They are all cut off, like ths 
7 ? ">: mon 


There is indeed a Glory of Man, which is 


Is Beauty and Comlineſs of Body the Glory of 
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„Foam upon the Water. The Bubble's broke, and as 
the Prophet fpeaks, Inſtead of ſaveer ſmell, there ſhall If. 3 
be ſtink; and inſtead of well-ſet Hair, Baldneſs. We 24. 
"X ſhould therefore make ſure the Beauty of Grace, 
the hidden Man of the Heart, which neither Age 
nor Death will ſully. 0 
Ils Wealth the Glory of Man? Laban's Sons 
= thought ſo, when they ſaid concerning Jaca, 
Of that which was our Fathers, hath he gotten Gen 
all this Glory. But this allo is a fading Flower; 31.1. 
Riches make themſelves Wings, and ſometimes flee 
away from us; however, when we take Wing, 
we mult be ſtrip'd of them, and go naked out of Job 7. 
the World, as we came naked into it. 244 
Is Pomp and Grandeur the Glory of a Man? 
That alſo withers away: They that are advan- 
ced never ſo high muſt come down to the Grave, 
and their Glory ſhall not deſcend after them. Great Pal 
Names and Titles of Honour, are written in the“ 1 
Duſt. And if after Death they be written on the 
Duſt, yet how is the Inſcription reproach'd 
that which lies under ? Pompous Sepulchres, like : 
the hired ones, our Saviour fpeaks of, appear Matth, 
beautiful outward, but within are full of dead Mens IU. 
; Bones, which yet they that go over them, are not 11. 44; 
aware of. | 
7 Let us therefore be dead to theſe Glories, not 
| value them, nor ourſelves, or others, by them, 
in compariſon with Spiritual Glory; lot us not 
| envy thoſe that have theſe Glories, nor fret at 
| our want Or loß of them; but always look up- 
on them with a gracious and generous Contempt 
| and Indifferency, as thoſe that know better 
| things, and hope for a far more exceeding and eter- 
nal Weight of Giory; a Glory that fadeth not 
away. 5 
But, beſides theſe Glories of Men, which they 
thay are wile can humbly pa a ſlight upon ; there 


64 
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is a Glory, which is in this World truly the Glo- 42 


ry of Man, and which they that are wiſe juſtly © 
put a value upon; and yet that, as to its bright e- 
flections upon this World of ours, withers and 
fades, and falls at Death, as the Howers in the 
Graſs. The continuance of the beſt Gifts is in 
*rother World, when they are tranſplanted. thi- 


ther, not in this. 
The Flowers inthe Graſs, are moſt pleaſant to 
the Eye, and moſt taken notice of; thoſe are 


the Pride and Pleaſures of the Spring. Solomon 9 
in all his Glory was not arrayed like that part of 


the Graff of the Field, which to Day is, and to Mor- 


. row is caſt into the Owen. Yet the Flower fades, 


and falls away before the reſt of the Graſs doth, 
and the faireſt, is firſt crop'd: The choiceft 


Fruits keep the worſt ; and that we areleaſt ſuve 


of, which we think we have reaſon to be moſt fond 


> 7: witneſs this Funeral: We have left in the 


uſt, not only Graſs, but the Flower of the Graſs ; 
One that had very much of that which 1s really 
the Glory of a Man in this World ; and was there- 
by diſtinguiſh'd and endear'd. Tis one of the 
Lilies of the Field, that is wither'd in our Hand, 
and drop'd out of it. Give me leave to ſhew you 
in ſome Inſtances, what I think, there was in 


him, that was really the Glory of a Man, that 


yea may duly lament his Fall, and be affected 


with it. 

I. Is a large Capacity of Mind, the Glory of 4 
Man? That he was bleſsd with, above moſt I 
have known. Every Soul is upon ſome account 
call'd, The great Soul of Man; lo high is it ad- 
vancd above the Beaſts, and ſo nearly ally'd to 
the World of Angels: But that Soul which is 
now retir'd from the World, was in a peculiar 


manner a Great Soul; it was an extraordinary 


Genius that preſided in it, piercing in its Searches, 
5 quick 
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quick in its Perceptions, and vaſtly extended to 
tale in a great multitude and variety of Ideas. 
60D gave to him much of that /argenef of Kin. 
Heart, which He gave to Solomon, that is, Wiſ- 4. 29. 
dum and Underſtanding exceeding much. | 
” Thoſe that knew him well, and ſate down 
under his ſhadow, could not but obſerve in all 
his Performances both Sacred and Learned, ſuch 
a compaſs of Thought, and copiouſneſs of Ex- 
” preffion, as ſhew'd him to have an uncommon 
> Conſtitution of Mind, form'd for ſomething 
Great, and likely out of its abundance to in- 
rich many: "Twas a Soul too great indeed to be 
long confin d to a Body, and pen't up in a 
Houſe of Clay, which is ſuch a cloud upon the 
Proſpects, and ſuch a clog to the Elevations of 
a Mind thus rais'd and enlarg'd. His Soul, I 
confeſs, has ſometimes ſeem'd to me fluttering 
and ſtruggling to get clear of its Cage, and long- 
ing to fly above the Earth, in the open Firmament of Gen, f. 
Heaven, to remove to the Glorious Light, and 20. 
Glorious Liberty of the Children of God ; ambitious 
to ſee that which is within the Vail, and which 
cannot be ſeen in this Land of Darkneſs and Mi- 
ſtake; where at the beſt, we know but in part, 
and 1 171 but in part; and muſt be content to 
do lo, till tbat which is perfect is come. 
2. Is Learning to be reckon'd the Glory of Man ? 
Tis certainly ſo; for it is the elevation of that 
pour of Man, which is moſt his Honour: And his 
earned Duſt we have now been mingling with 
the common Earth, His Soul (that great and 
ſtately Room) was richly furniſh'd with all man- 
ner of precious things, and there was no reaſon 
to complain either of Confuſion, or of Emptineſs 
in it; twas neither bare Walls, nor ſet about 
with Toys. 
How carly he began to gather, in the Days 
2 0 
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of his Youth (and Manna muſt be gather d ic 85 
the Morning) we that knew him then, well re. 


member; and were pleas'd to obſerve what 
great and good Preparation he made for the 
Temple, and the Service of it; what a noble 
Offering of Dedicated Things he brought into it, 
when he devoted himſelf to the Work of the Mi- 
niſtry ; what a full Stock he began to Trade 
with, and how well able, with the good 
Houſholder, to bring out of has Treaſury things new 
and old. 

And while he has been trading with this Stock, 
he has been manifeſtly adding to it; for there 
is that ſcattereth, and yer increaſeth ; that ſcat- 
tereth, and ſo increaſeth. He fate not down 
content with what he had attain'd ro, but was 
{till eager and vigorous in the purſuit of Know- 
ledge, till preſſing forward; and how greatly 
GOD proſper'd him in thoſe Purſuits, they know 
very well, who for ſome Years palt have been 
under his Tuition, and have lighted their Candle 
at his Taper, and to all others alſo that convers'd 
with him, it recommended him as a lovely and 
pleaſant Flower, tho' the Treaſure being in an 
earthen Veſſel, twas but a Flower of the Graſs, now 
wither'd and fallen away. . = 

That part of his Educatioh which he had in 
the Univerſity of Glaſcow, he often reflected up- 
on with a great deal of pleafure ; and,took all 
occaſions to mention with Honour the Learned 


Profeſſors ac whoſe Peet he fate there, and the 


great Advantages he had by. their Inſtructions; 
Which thought myſelf oblig'd to take notice of, 
both in Juſtice to them, whom GOD made 
Bleſſings to him, and to his Praiſe Hkewile, that 
he always retain d a grateful Remembrance of 
thoſe that were the Guides of his Youth. It 
Was a great refreſhment, and Encouragement 
tO - 
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to St. Paul, to hear that thoſe whom he had had 

the teaching of, had good remembrance of him al- Thel. 
Ways, and that he was not our of mind, when he * 
was ont of fight. 

His Tenderneſs and Humility, Modeſty and 
ſweetneſs of Temper, the Glory of a Man? They 
are ſo; and therefore we call Compaſſion by the 
Name of Humanity, as if there were nothing that 
did better become a Man, than that, nor were 
more his Ornament ; This is true Manhood ; tho 
another Diſpoſition very different from it, com- 
monly goes under that Name. The moſt Aild, 
are really the moſt Manly. While the Fierce 
ſhew themſelyes Brutes, the Gentle, and eaſy to 
be intreated, ſhew themſelves Men. 

And this Glory Fa Man, was one of the Glo- 
ries of that Man we have now parted with, and 
it made him a Flower above the common Graſs. 
On the humble in Spirit GOD looks with par- 
ticular Regard, and ſo ſhould we. How oft has 
he expreſs d to me ſuch a Diffidence of himſelf, 
and Tuch a mean opinion of his own Abilities 
and all his Performances, as has really been a hin- 
drance to his Chearfulneſs, and ſometimes to his 
Uſcfulneſs? Ihave ſeldom heard him ſpeak of any 
thing he did, but às one aſhamd of it, tho' he 
was as much as molt, a. Forman that needed not 
to he aſham d. Such an humble ſenſe as this of 
our own Defects, will contribute much to our 
Improvement. Thoſe that never think they do 
well enough, will be ſtrivin (and not in vain) to 
do better ; while thoſe who always think they do 
well, are in danger of | „ e. | 


I have likewiſe g9bſeryd.in him a moſt tender 

Concern for others, and for their Comfort, and 

a Care that all about um ſhquld be eaſy and 

pleas'd; His Converſe Was as 3.442, as it was 

az; Kin $19 M Are ah rept 
3 | 


poſtle, 
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Apoſtle, who made himſelf the Servant of all, and 
became all things to all Men, that he might re- 
commend Religion to their good Opinion; and 
Rom. à greater than he, for even Chriſt pleas'd not him- 
15. 3. ſelf, but taught us by his Example, as well as by 
his Doctrine, to deny ourſelves. h 
His Compaſſion fer the Sick and Pain'd, the 
Poor and Needy, was that which firſt put him 
upon the ſtudy of Phyſick, as his Tagsgyor, his 
By-buſineſs, in which how ſerviceable he was to 
the Sons and Daughters of Affliction, and how 
ſenſibly he ſympathiz d with them, many that 
col. 3. have been the better for it will witneſs. Bowels 
„ of Mercies well become the Elect of GO D, that 
are Jon and beloved. = 
4. Is the: faithful diſcharge of the Miniſtry 
of the Goſpel, the Glory of a Man? It is ſo ; and 
it was his ys and made him one of the Flow- 
ers of the Graſs, a Hh et /avour to GOD in them 
that are Sav'd, and in them that Periſh. This 
earthen Veſſel which is now broken and laid afide, 
had a Treaſure lodg'd in it of ineſtimable Value, 
Cor. eyen the Light of the Knowledge of the Glory of G 
in the Face of Feſus Chriſt. 

What greater Glory can a Man have on this 
ſide Heaven, than to be employ'd as an Ambaſſa- 
der for Chriſt, and an Angel of the Church, and 
ro obtain Mercy of the L ORD, to be found 
faithful in that Ambaſſy, in that Miniſtration. 
We have all the reaſon in the World ro humble 
and abaſe ourſelves; but the Offce we are in, we 
have reaſon to magnify. Let none be aſham d of 
it, but thoſe that are a ſhame to it: Then indeed, 
we may bluſh to think, that we are call'd by fo 
worthy a Name, when we walk unworthy of 
it, otherwiſe'tis a High, becauſe a Holy Calling. 

It is now about Eleven Years ſince with an 
exemplary Serlouſneſs and Humility, he 15 by 
9 9 © 1 * 3 . n an 
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land to that Plow, immediately upon the Death 


2X of my honour'd Father, who had been one of 
the Guides of bis Youth : How hardly he was per- 
ſuaded to ſucceed him, and how modeſtly he 
& preach'd his firſt Sermon on Elihu's Apology, 
*. Days ſhould ſpeak, and the multitude of Years ſhou?d 
teach Wiſdom, 1 well remember. How can I for- 
get that ingenious and judicious Confeſſion of 
Faith, which he made ſome time after at his 
Ordination, and with what a clear Head, and 
fix d Heart, he then ſolemnly devoted himſelf 
do the Service of G OD, in the Work of the Mi- 
= niſtry, and with ſuch a Diffidence of himſelf, as 
was really a preſage of ſomething Great; for 
before Honour Humility. 
How abundantly he labour'd in the Work of 
the LORD, and what Pains he took in Ex- 
pounding, Catechizing, Praying, Preaching, 
Viſiting, as well as Studying, many here can wir- 
eſs. I wiſh his Duſt were not a witnef of it, 
fearing that his cloſe application of Mind to his 
Work, his indefatigable Proſecution of his ſcve- 
ral Deſigns to do Good, together with the Ten- 
derneſs of his Spirit, and the too deep Impreſ- » 
ſions which his Cares and Griefs made upon it, 
contributed to the ſhortning his Days. They 
talk of ſome who live faſt, who haſten their own 
Deaths by their Intemperance. Bur truly, thoſe 
who live ill, cannot be ſaid to live faſt ; tor they 
do not live at all to 8 purpoſe, they do not the 
Work of Life, nor anſwer the Ends of it: Rather 
ſiy, they dye faſt; for thole that live in Pleaſures, 
are dead while they live. But here was One that! Tim, 
did indeed live faſt, did ſpend, and war ſpent in? © 
the Buſineſs of Life, and gave this Reaſon why 
he took ſo much Pains in his Work, becauſe he 
thought he had but a little time to be Working 
t - 4 5 ld 7 2 B 4 "My x \ in. 
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in. Tis Heart ſeem'd to be much ſet on that 
dcripture. Tis not long ſince he preach'd upon 
it on occaſion of the Death of a worthy good 
Fricnd of his at Whitchurch) I muſt work the Work 
of bim that ſent me while it is Day, the Night comes, 
when no Man can work. 

5. Is great Uſeſulnefs, the Glory of a Man, and 
a delight in doing Good ? No doubt it is 10: Twas 
the Honour of our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf, and 
is mention d as one of the Proofs of his Divine 
Miſfſion, that he wert about not only working 
Miracles, but doing Good; and it was the Ho- 
nour of our deceas'd Brother, 1n his low and nar- 
row Sphere, and according to the Grace given 
to him. KD 
-  Befides the Labours of his Miniſtry, what Pains 
did he take, for ſome Ycars of late, in the Edu- 
cation of Youth, for which GOD had every 
way wonderfully qualify'd him, and what 
Pleaſure did he take in thoſe Pains, becauſe he 
had reaſon to, think he did Good that way, not 
only to the Few that he Taught, but to the Ma- 
ny that hereafter might be Jaught by them. And 
there are thoſe, who (I hope) will while they 
live, bleſs GOD for him, and for his happy Care 
in that part of his Work, in which he was as 
in his Element, and by the Fruits of which, be 
ing dead, he will yet ſpeak. Wt 
And his ſpending his ſpare Hours in caring for, 
and miniſtring to the dick, and ſo doing good 
to the Bodies of others, (perhaps to the preju- 
dice of his own) was a further inſtance of his 
delight in being Uſeful, and a Benefactor to 
Mankind: And wbo- is be that will harm ws, or 
can, if we thus be Followers of him that it good, and 
doch good, in his Goodneſs and Beneficence? 

Well, Here's the Glory of Alan, of this Man, 


74. let us be ambitious of this Glory, and nor of vain- 


glory. 


4 


great Price. 
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lag. See true Honour in the Paths of Wiſdom 
3 4nd Virtue, and ſeek it there. This is Honour 
rlaat comes from GOD, and is in his ſight of 
He that in Humility, Sinocerit7 
and Holy Love and Charity lays out himſelf to 
© ſerve CHRIST and his Generation in his place, 
hall be accepted of God,which 15 what he aimes at, 
and over and above ſhall be approved of all wile 
4 and good Men. EF | * 
” Secondly, Having ſeen this Flower flouriſhing, 
Ve are now to {cet withering,and the Glory of this 
= Man fallen away. The Black and Dark ſide of 
that Cloud which we have been taking a 
ont Proſpect of the bright fide of. As to 
ſelf, this Glory is nat fallen, is wot laſt, is not 
ſtain'd, is not couch d by Death; tis nor like 
worldly Honour laid in the Dutt, and bury'd in 
the Grave: No, This Hover is tranſplanted 
from the Garden on Earth to the Paradiſe in 
Hcaven, where it ſhall never fade, or fall away, 
nor ever ſo much as cloſe or hang. the head. This 


Jlea- 


him- 


that was a Star inthe Right Hand of CHRIST, 


| 4 tar that help d to ſhe the way to Bethlehem, 


tho withdrawn from our Orb, ſlunes as the Sun 
in the Firmament of. the Father. Shines to himſelf, 
to his Maſter, and the World of Holy Angels 


and Glorified Saints. 


ll d, its Capacities vaſtly exlarg'd und yet reple- 


»iſh d; His Learning is there 


of Corruption done away: Whatevor 


1 


1 ated; His 
Searches after Rnowledg all grown'd, and all 
his Longings ſatisfied; He that kzew but in part, 
and Propheſy'd but in part, and vas damenting the 
Doficieneies of boch, has now attain' d to theft, Cor 
which 11 perfect, and that which is in part is : done 13. 9% 
away, he having no more occalion for it. The 10. 

Candles are put out when the Sun riſeth. His 
Graces ure perfected tao, and all the remainders 
Men talk 
there s 


25 


Rom. 
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This Great Soul is there *- 
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there's no Conſummate Virtues on this fide Heaven: 
nor any finiſh'd Man. The great good Work 
Rev. in this World is in the doing. In the New Jeru- 
21. 6. ſalem twill be ſaid Ir 5s done. | a 
But it is h Uſefulneſs that we want, that's it 
which we bewail the loſs of; As to us and the 
World we are yet in, this Graſs is wither'd, this 
Flower is faded and gone, this Star is fallen: 
The Works of Good Men follow them, but they |. 
forſake us, and we are depriv'd of the Benefit of 
John them; And therefore however in Love to them 
14- 28. we may ſee ſome cauſe to rejoyce; for they are 
better where they are than where they _ yet if 
as to ourſelves we are loſers by it, nor can we 
ſay of Good Miniſters what was true of our 
Maſter, that it was expedient for us that they 
Phil. 1. ſhould go away; no, their Abiding in the Fleſh 
#4 would certainly be more profitable for us; Our Sa- 
viour conſider d that, when he ſaid concerning 
John his Diſciples, I pray not that thou ſhouldeſt take them © © 
17. 15. out of the World. 8 
his is the La mentation therefore, and fhall 
be for a Lamentation, that we have loſt one 
whoſe Continuance with us would have been a 
great Bleſſing to our dark World. Over him 
we may mourn in the ancient Forms of Mourn- 
Jer. 22. ing, Ab, my Brother ! Ah, my Lord, and Ah bi, 
38. Glory! The Flower we were pleas d with the en- 
1 are now pain d for the withering 
of; Ihakod; Where is the Glory of it?. Tis 
gone, tis fallen away. e 2 
1. We have loſt an eminently good and uſeful 
Man, and one that was, by the liberal Hand 
both of Nature and Grace, that is the God of 
Nature, and the God of Grace, made truly v a- 
luable and deſirable. 
_ You of this Congregation have loſt a faithful 
Guide in the things of GOD, an Interpreter one 
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4 « among Pepe oF, 2 ud, a Ma ſter of your A ſſembly whoſe EccL 
Words were as Goads to quicken, and es Nails to 12. 11. 
Z faſten, May that Fruit of them remain among 


85 
>= 
. 
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you now he is gone! One whoſe Preſſting ap- 
4s pear d unto all Men, and who was likely to have 
been yet more and more ſerviceable to your 
7 4 Faich and Holineſs, and long the Helper of your 
Foy; who was far from any thing that ſavour'd 
of Faction or Party-making, but was intirely 
govern'd by Principles of Catholick Charity; in 
the Eſſentials of Religion zealows, in things in- 
different, and which are controverted among 
the wiſe and good; Moderate; in both Conſcienti- 
= OUS. 

The Loſs his Pupils have of him I cannot ex- 
@ preſs, nor they neither, ſo admirably fitted was 
he with a Head and Heart to ſerve them. What 
a tender concern he had for them and their wel- 
= fare was very evident, and how much he laid to 
heart the Death of two of them that were very 
& hopeful a little after he came to this Town, and 
ho long the Impreſſions of that Affliction ſtuck 
by him thoſe about him obſerv'd. They having 
been ſo dear to him, I hope his Memory will 
always be precious to them, and they will not 
only do him honour at his Death, by lamenting 
their loſs of him, but do him honour after his 
Death by a diligent building upon the Founda- 
tion he laid, AA 

We that are Miniſters have loſt one that was 
very much our Ornament and Strength, and 
likely to be more and more ſo, and that is come 
upon us which St. Paul dreaded in the Death of 
Epaphroditus, Sorrow upon Sorrow of this kind, we Phil. 2, 
are broken with breach upon breach. | 27. 

As for his near and dear Relations, when I 
come to put my Soul into their ſtead, I muſt ſay 
Their Heart knows its own bitterneſs; but a Stranger 

6 can- 
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Ruth. 


I. 20. 


cannot pretend to deſcribe it. Call them Mara, 
for the Almighty "hath dealt very bitterly vb 
them. | | + 
2, We haye loſt him in the midſt of hs Days, in 
the midſt of hs Uſefulneſs, when he had not 
reach d quite half way to that Period of Human 
Life which Moſes long ſince fix'd at 70. This 
i5 a very great Aggravation of our Lofs, and 
makes the Burthen lie Mt heavy upon us. 
When GOD would make the land tremble, and. 
every one mourn, he threatens that he will cauſe WY 
0 
] 
T 


| the Sun to go dawn at. Near; and ſo darken the if 
| Earth in the clear Day . This 15 Our caſe; He e's Pn 


a Sun gone down at Noon, Eclips'd in its Meridi- 
an luſtre ;-3 valuable Life to our great ſurprize Wl 
cut off abruptly without the previous notice of 
Age or any Chronical Diſtemper. At Night 
the Sun knows its gaving down, and we expect it; i 


we are none of us ſo ignorant as to count upon 


] 
= 1 
an Eternal Day within the Horizon of Time ; 1 
But till Night we think ourſelves ſure of the Sun. 
What a Confuſion is it to us then if it go down o: M1 
£ 
( 
j 
| 


Noon! So uncertain are all our Enjoyments, and 
O little do we pow whot A few ay may bring 


forth concerning us or them, even the deare 


Me looked that this haq heen he that ſhould 
long have been 4 hurning end ſhining. Light 4- 


mong us; that he ſhould long have ſtrengchen'd 


our Hands and adorn'd our Intereſt, and that 


we and «rs ſhould have reap'd much fruit from Ml 
his-Labours ; ſuch a Workman we hop'd might 
have been an Inſtrument of gathering in a great Wl 
Harveſt of Souls to CHRIST, might have 

been a Spiritual Father to many Children, nay, - 
to many Fathers; but ourExpectations are daſh'd WW 
and laid in the Duſt, e leok'd for Light, but hebold Wi 


Obſeurity; we forgot that the Life we valued ſo, Wl: 
Was a Vapour, which, as it proves, appears for 2 


little 


* 
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tile while, and then vaniſheth away, and leaves us 
$/oniſh'd. We ſaid ſurely this Life ſhall comfors 
„, concerning our Work and the toil of our Hands; 
Hut behold his Death doth ſo much the more 
aid us. We were exceeding glad of the Gourd, 
and ſaid, ander its ſhadow we ſhall live, but little 
15 thought it would ſo Toon have wither d! Lord 
id hat is Man at his belt eſtate ? 
is. 3. That which yet further aggravates - our 
rief, is that we have few ſuch left behind. I 
know G OD has the reſidue of the Spirit, and 
45 can out of ſtones raiſe up Children unto Abrabam, 
But which way to look for ſuch Men as 
Wheſe, we do not Tee. Here's a Breach made 
Hund what Proſpe& have we of the Repair of it! 


29 


of Our Hands are weaken'd, and who ſhall ſtreng- 

ht then them? A Gap is made, and who ſhall fill 

t; Nit up? Fehowab-1ireb, let the L OR D provide for 
nus; for how to provide for ourſelves, we know 

; not. We have too much reaſon to renew the 
n. Prophet's Complaint, Wo is me, for I am as when Mic. 2. 
er 8 they have gathered the Summer-fruits ; my Soul deſir- 

1d ed the firſt-ripe Fruits; but alas! Where are the 

27 Clusters? Tis the LOR D's doing, and we muſt 


acquieſce in it: If we muſt be empty'd and 


Id brought low, bis Will be done. Let as now fall a Sam. 
a- Wl into the Hands of the Lord, for his Mercies are great; 't 
d but Jet 2 not fall into the Hands of Man. 

at Thirdly, Let us in the next place, enquire, 

m What is our Duty now we are lamenting the 

hc Fall of ſuch a Flower of the Graſs, that we may 


ſow in theſe Tears. | g | 
I. Let ws be deeply humbled for our Sins, which 


y, WH Cave provoked God thus to contend with us; into 
'd Wl this Channel let” us turn our Tears, and then 
d they will turn to a good account. Sorrow for 
o, Lin is that godly Sorrow, which is vt to be re- 


pented of. that the Providence of this Day, 
might 
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Root of that miſchievous thing, which ſeparates 
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might have this good effect upon us, to open 
Springs of Repentance in us, that we may loox 
not only on our dying Maſter, but on our dedd 
and dying Minifters, and mourn. Miniſters are 
ſent by the Labours of their Lives to be the death Fn 
of our Sins, to brwſe the Head of thoſe old Ser- 
pents, as Inſtruments in CHRIST's Hand. Is 
this Work done? Is Sin crucity'd and mortify d 
in you? If not, ſay, Sin is the Death of your 
Miniſters, who ſhould have been its Death. 
Your unmortify'd Lufts, are the greateſt Mor- 
tification to your Miniſters: "Tis Sin that fi- 
lences them: "Tis Sin that ſlays them; Perhaps 
efficiently, at leaſt, to ſuch a tender Spirit as this 
was ; Peoples unprofitableneſs, and unſuitable W 
walking, ſadder:s their Miniſters Hearts, and 
perhaps, doth more than you are aware of to 
the ſhortning of their Days: However merito- 
riouſly; It we improve not the Advantages we 
have by a powerful lively Miniſtry, tis juſt with 
GOD to deprive us of it. 

O think the worſe of Sin for this. and reſolve 
never to be reconcild to it; lay the Ax to the 


Bl C9 A. a£_ ba ac 


between you and fo much Good. Is there any 
of you in an unconverted State? Return to GOD 
now in compliance with the Call of this Pro- 
vidence. Have any of you been hitherto cum- 
bring the Ground? Now atlength begin to bring 
forth Fruit, leſt all the Dreſſers of the Vineyard 
be remov'd, the Rain with-held, and you laid 
under the Curſe of Barrenneſs, the juſt Puniſh- 
ment of the Sin of Barreneſs. COTE 
2. Let us by Prayer and univerſal Reformation, go 
forth to meet the Lord in the way of his Fudgments, 
and ſtand in the Gap to turn away his Wrath, 
that he may not make a full end. It you have 
any Intereſt at the Throne of Grace, improve 
it 
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it now: Let your Cloſets and Families witneſs 
WE for you that you are of thoſe, whoſe Hearts 
5 tremble for the Ark of GOD: O lift up a Prayer 
or the Remnant that is left, that it may yet be 
left, and increas'd. At ſuch a time as this GOD 
nz wonders if there be no Interceſſor; which in another 
= place is thus expreſs d. He wonders if there be none 
50 Upheld; which implies, that thoſe who jztercede 
on the bcha:fof the declining Intereſts of GOD's 
Kingdom, do really Uphold them, and help to 
recover them. O pray that GOD would pour 
© out a double Portion of his Spirit on thoſe that 
© ſurvive ; and if the Spirit be but poured ont upon 
un from on high, even the Wilderneſs will ſoon be- 
come a fruitful Field for all this. 
And it you would have your Prayers effectu- 
al, you muſt return to him that [mites you. For 
GOD's fake, for precious JESUS ſake, for 
your own Souls ſake, for your dear Miniſters 
lakes, if you love them, and would keep them 
alive; if you would comfort them, and reap the 
comfort and benefit of their Labours, leave your 
Sins; amend what 1s amiſs in your Hearts, and 
Lives, and Families : Be reform'd by this. 
The Death of good Miniſters, is not a Judg- 
ment «pon them; tis their Gain; the happy pe- 


— 
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their Labours, and are entred into the Foy of their 
Lord; but tis a Judgment upon you ; tis your 
Loſs, and ſhould be your Grief.To you therefore, 
O Men I call, and my Voice is to the Sons of 
Men: O that you would hear the Voice of the 
LORD 's Controverſy, and anſwer the Intenti- 
2 of it, which is to part between you and your 

ins. | 

3. Let the withering of ths Flower, be a ſeaſon- 
able Convittion to us of the Vanity of this World. Let 
it help to take our Hearts off from ir, and 
awaken 


w_ 


＋ 


31 


Iſa. 59. 
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Iſa. 63. 
To 


Ifa. 32. 
15. 


riod of their Toils and Griefs: They reſt from 
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awaken us to think of leaving it. Let us learn 
to ceaſe om Alan, from ſuch Men; for eren 
their Brearh is in their Noſtrils, and not raiſe our. 
Expectations tod high from them. Are ſuch 
Flowers 4s theſe wither'd, the choiteſt FTlow- 


ers that grow on this Earth! And ſhall we ex. 


be done in the dry? If the fruitful flouriſhing, Trees ig 


but it is not fo in that World, whete they are | 


pet Happineſs and Satisfaction in any thing 


under the Sun, in any ching that ſprings ont of 


this Earth, or is found in it? 1 

When ſuch a One dyes in h full ſtrength; One 
that was ſo likely to live, and live to good pur- B+ 
poſe, why Thould we count upon many Tears 
to come, or think of Death as a thing 4t n 
diſtance! If the Flowers be thus wither'd and 
cut down, let the Weeds expect to be pluck' d 


£356 | 


up; for if this be done in the green Trees, what ſhall 


be remov'd, let us that cumber the Ground, not | 
expect to ſtand long. The LORD awaken us all, 
by this, and the like Providences, to conſider 7 
our latter End, and to make neceſſary Prepara- 

tions for it with all Diligence. | = 
4. Let this Providence help to endear Heaven to 
ns, and raw up our Hearts and Affections thither. 
The Gloty even of the. Saints, in this World, is 


as the Flower of the Graſs, withering and fading; 


crown'd with a i” more exceeding and eternal 
weight of Glory. They are not there as the Fo W- 
er when it ſhooteth forth, in its weakneſs ; but 
ar the Sun wh» he goes forth in his ſtrengtb. Con- 
verſe much with rhet World, frequently contem- 
plate that Gloty, till by the Spirit of the LORD 
you be in ſome meaſure chang'd into the ſame 
Image, even the Image of the Heavenly. | 

T believe your Miniſters were very dear to you 
let them be fo fil: Tho while they were con- 
tinued to you, they were ore yowrs than they 
are ; 


Is Funeral Sermon. 33 


Lare, yet now they are gone to Heaven, they are 
Far more excellent than they were, more: Wilc, 
and more Holy, and every way, better. Belicve 
rhis, and love them, and long to be with tiem. 
Think whither they are gone, and ler your 
Hearts by Faich, Hope, Love, and holy L-.vo- 
tion, follow them to the Things which are above, 


* 


7 


on which, as Chriſtians, we are to ſet out - f- Col 3. 
®. #;ons: To the Upper Wor.d their nobler Þ2rt is 2. 
remov'd out of the Body, thither let ours attend 
them while in the Body. Think where they are, 


> 


* 


* * 
? 
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's and % with them in heavenly Places; kerp up 
a a ſpiritual Commumion, not only with the imnu- 
d BY merable Company of Angels, but with the Spirits of 
d 7uſt Men made Perfect, to whom as Bœlicvers, we 
are already come. Think what they are ding, 
and ioyn with them, as well as you can, by your 
t humble thankful Praiſes of him that ſits upon the 
|, Throne, and the Lamb. As we pray, fo tec us wn- 


deavour to do the Will of GOD on Earth, «s the 
Holy Angels, and Bleſſed Saints Above, are doing 
it. Think of the Joy they enter'd into, and let 
it make Death deſirable to you, that if in Lite 
you follow them, who through Faith and Pationce, 
are gon to inherit the Promiſes, you ſhall at Death 
remove to them: Let the Death of your dear 
Friends and Miniſters, make you think with De- 
ſire and Plealure of that Removal. "1 
And here I cannot forbear tranſcribing ſome 
Expreſſions of that bleſſed Martyr St. Cyprian, germ. 
which have ſometimes much affected me, and 4. de 
are much to the ſame purpoſe with this Head } 7005 
| irare. 
am upon, and therefore I {hail not trenffate ,, fob 
them. Amplectamur diem qui aſſignat ſingulos do- 
micilio ſuo qui nos iſthinc ereptos & laqueis ſeculari- 
ribus exutos paradiſo reſtituit & Regno Cæleſti 
Neid non properamus & currimus ut patriam noſtrant 
videre, ut Parentes as Poſſimns Magnus illic 
not 
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nos Churorum Numerus extectat, frequent nos G 
copioſa Turba deſiderat ; jam de ſua Immortalitate 


ſecura & adbuc de noſtra incolumitate ſollicita. Illic 41 


- Apoſtolorum glorioſus Chorus: Illic Prophetarum ex- * 


2 Cor. 
3 


Zech. 
1. 4, 6, 


ultantium Numerus Ad bos (fratres Dilectiſimi, 
avida cupiditate properemus, ut cum bi cito eſſe 
poſſimus, &. 5 100 
For the Second Doctrine, That tho Man and 
Glory are fading and withering ; yet God and hi 
Word, are ever-living and everlaſting. Miniſters 
dye; bur the Word of the Lord endureth for ever : 
The Word of the Goſpel, that laſt Revelation, 
after which we are to look for no other: It doth 
not change, it ſhall not ceaſe, till the Myſtery , 
of GOD ſhall be finiſh'd. The Glory of the 
Law was done away ; but that of the Goſpel re- 
mains. The Glory of Miniſters falls away, but 
not the Glory of the Word they are Miniſters 8 
of. The Prophets indeed, do not Jive fer ever; 
but the Words which GOD commanded them did, 7 
and will take hold, as Words quick and powerful. 
On ſuch a ſad Occaſion as this, tis very ſcaſo n- 


able to conſider, That the Word of the Lord endures 


Religion palſs'd in that way of Conveyance be- 
fore Moſes, Men 11G to be very old; yet that 


for ever ; that is, | 
1. There is in the Word of the LORD z 
everlaſting Rule of Faith and Practice, for us to be 
rul'd by; ſo that our Religion ſhall not dye with | 
our Miniſters, and therefore ſhould not: In the 
Word it will {till Jive, and therefore muſt till F 
live with us. : 
(I.) "Tis our Comfort, that Chriſtianity ſral 
not dye with our Minitters, nor that Light be bu- 
ry'd in their Graves. Were the Divine Truths 
and Laws truſted with Tradition, thoſe invalua- 
able Treaſures, as the World goes, would in 
time be loſt, or wretchedly embezzled: While 


did 
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did not ſecure it, but it almoſt periſh'd : Careis 
taken therefore, now to preſerve it in the writ- 
ten Word, and it is its effectual ſecurity, fo that 
it can never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck it out 
of our Hands. If we were all in our Graves, 
our Religion would be found in our Bibles, pure 
and compleat, and by that Sure Word of Prophe- 
d , a much firmer Deed of Entail, than an un- 
i; ©. interrupted Succeſſion of Paſtors, would be 
= tranſmitted to the laſt Ages of Time. Thus 
upheld, the Throne cf CHRIST ſhall endure pf. 89. 
For ever, and be as the Days of Heaven. 29. 
| (2.) "Tis our Duty not to let our Chriſtianity 
dye with our Miniſters, but let the Word of 
= CHRIST contained in the Scriptures ſtill & 
in us richly, that's {till the ſame; when we have 
another Miniſter we%have not another Goſpel, 
nor durſt an Angel himſelf bring us any other. 
You ſee Goſpel Miniſters like the Prieſts under the 
Law cannot continue by reaſon of Death, but vs 1.0 7 
CHRIS T's Prieſely Office by his Interceſſion in 23 24. 
Heaven, fo his Prophetical Office by his Word and 
= Oopirit on Earth are wnchangeable ; the Word of 
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8 = GOD lives and abides for ever. 

Y The Death of our Miniſters ſhould therefore 
„make us loye our Bibles the better, and be more 

1 WF converſant with them, for in them the Spirit ſpeak- 
eth expreſly, ſpeaketh 10 us. Your Miniſters ſaid 
no other things but what are contain d in the Scri- . 


ptures; bleſſed Paul himſelf witneſſed no other things N 


but what agreed with Moſes and the Prophets; 
CHRIST himſelf bid his Hearers ſearch the Scri- John 

Ptures ; that Sacred Book, you have to be ydu 5. 39- 
Guide, if your Teachers ſhould be remov'd into 
Corners, into Graves. Let me engage you there- 
fore in GO D's Name to ſtick to your Bibles, {tick 
cloſe to them; conſult the Scriptures as your O- 
racle, as your Touchſtone ; ſpeak according to this 


5. 24. 
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Light, walk according to this Rule; and let its per- 
petuity engage you conſtantiy and unmoresbiy 
to par ſcvere to the End, in ycur Adherence to it. 
Doth the Word of the LORD <ndure for ever: : 
let it be in yru a Will of living Water. 3” 

You profeſs to make the Scripture the com- 
manding Rule of your Worſhip, and ſay, you 
cannot admit any Religious Kites but what are 2271 
there appointed; but you contradict yourſelves, | 
and give the Lye to your Profe ſſion, if you do 
not make the Scripture the ccmmanding Rule ot 
your Converſation alſo. Govern your Thoughts 
Words and Actions by the Word of GOD, and i 
not by the Will of the Ficſh, or the Courſe of this 
World : As our Religion may be found in our Bi- 
bles, ſo our Fiblcs ſhould bs found in our Hearts vy 
and Lives. Value and love a Miniſtry that will 
lead you into the Underſtanding and Applicati- 
on of the Scriptures, for theſe will make the Man 
of G OD (both the Miniſter and the Chriſtian) F 

perfect, and throughly turniſh'd both for every good © 
1d, and Work. : 

2. There is in the Word cf the LORD a» e- 
verluſting Fountain of Comfort and Conſolation for us 
to be refreſh'd and encburag'd by, and to draw 
later from with Fey; and an Everlaſting Founda- 
tion, on Which to build our Hopes. When we find 
that all Ficſh is as Graſs, and cven the Flower of 
ic withcrs, no Comfort like this, that the Word of 
the LOR D endures for ever. From hence let me 
recommend ſtrong and laſting Conſolation to 
thoſe who are this Day lamenting their wither'd 
Graſs, and fallen Flower. 

1. With this, Jet me comfort the near and dear 
Relarions of him that we now have parted with; 
the Fiower you delighted in, and promis d your 
ſelves ſo much from is wither'd and fallen and 
laid in the Duſt ; but rhe Word 1 the LORD en- 
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rer for ever, and that will never fail you: The 
ore you expect from it by Faith, the more you 
iil find in it to your Comfort: "Is by the 


Word chat GOD comforteth them that are caſt 


down ; and becauſe it endures for ever, they are 


Exverlaſting Conſolations thut are drawn from 
it. | 

12 . | 

Let this comfort the aged Parents: They have 


the Word of GO D to be their Stay, when this 


Stoff of their old Age is broken und-r them. GOD 


will be better to you than Ten Sons, than Len 


ſuch Sons, a GOD All ſulſcient, a GOD that 


v enchgh. | 


Let the fatherleſs Children that arc not yet ca- 


p ble of knowing their Loſs, be left wich the 
Eve liſting Fither, and be ſure that the Word of 


tne LORD endures for ever; with thee the Fa— 


&= therl-ſs findeth Mercy, and that, the Generation of 
= the Upright ſhall be bleſſed.- 


Let the Widow, the Prophet's Widow, truſt in 


* GOD, and that Word of his which endures for 
ever, the Comfort of that afflicted State. Thy A- Th. 54. 


| ker u thy Husband, the Lord of Heſts is his Name, & 


aud he has betrothed thee to him for ever, by a Hol. 2. 


Bond which Death itſelf cannot unty, in Low- 19. 
mg-kindneſs and Tend:r-mercies. Let this be the 
Comfort of the Houſe of Mourning, tho” it be 
not ſo as in Months paſt ; tho? it be a beheaded 
broken Family zuyet the Covenant of Grace 
made with tue Houle, and the Church in it, is 
well-ordered in all things, and ſure; and let that 23. f. 
be all the Defire, for it is all the Salvation, and ma 
be ſo improv'd in this cloudy and dark Day. 

2. With this, let me incourage the Students; 
The LORD has taken your Maſter from your Head 
to Day; I know you lov'd him dearly, and doubt 
not but you truly lament the loſs of him, and 
are ready to: fay, My Father, my Father ! Your 

7 C 3 Coun- 
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Counſels are rufled, and your Meaſures broke by 
this Providence: But remember, The Word of the 
Lord endures for ever. Study your Bibles, and you 
will find them the beſt Tutors; Tutors that will 
never dye; in them Learn Chriſt, and you have 
the beſt Learning; Let GOD's Word be your 
Delight and your Counſellors, make it familiar 
to you, and when you go, it ſhall lead you; when 
Prov. you ſleep, it ſhall keep you ; when you wake, it ſhall A 


| G. 22. tal with you. Take GOD's Statutes as your 


Ieritage for ever, and let them be the Rejoy- 
| cing of your Hearts. Grow in Scripture Know- 
| ledge, and in the Things of GOD; ſpeak ky 
4 Scripture Language; accuſtom yourſelves to 
it, That's Sound Speech, which cannot be con- 
denined. 5 
And for your Comfort, The Seed which ſerver 
pfal. the Lord, among whom the Word of the LORD 
22. 30. endures, ſhall be accounted to him for a Generation. 
The Lord God of the holy will never forget, 
will never forſake the Sons of the Prophets, 
that adhere to him, and are mindful of him. 
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| 155 ſame Yeſterday, to Day, and for Ever. To him I 
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4 any more; you have procur'd ſome of the beſt, 
u and GOD has remov'd them from you, perhaps 
for the ſame Reaſon that he once and again leſ- 
& & ſen'd Gideon's Army, becauſe it was too nume- 
r © rous for him to work by; GOD delights to per- 
rfect Strength in Weakneſs: He will ſecure to 
„ bimſelf a Succeſſion, and, I hope, to you too. 


7 © Blies GOD for your aged Miniſter, who is 2 
cContinu'd to you; value him the more; leek 
= out for another in the room of him that's gone, 
and GOD, I truſt, will ſend you One to be a 
Helper of your Faith and Joy. 
Let GO D's Ward endure for ever your Guide, 
and it will endure for ever your Comfort. Love 
the Scriptures, make much of them, be daily 
Learning yourſelves, and teaching your Children 
Z out of them. CHRIST's Scholars never learn 
= above their Bibles, while they are here under Tu- 
tors and Governors; at Death they ſhall take their 
leave of them, and go thither where there's no 
& occaſion for them. 

4. Let us all, both Miniſters and People, com- 
fort ourſelves and one another wich this Word: 
All Fleſh is Graſs; but the Eternal Spirit is the 
Life of our Souls: The Glory of Man fades and 
falls away; but the Glory of God-Alan doth not: 
On his Head ſhall the Crown cver flouriſh : 
'The Glory of. the Goſpel is the ſame ; and the 
Crown of Glory prepar'd for the Faithful, faderh 
not away ; in theſe is continuance. The Foundati- 
on of GOD ſtands ſure for all this, and it is an 
everlaſting Foundation. 5 

Let not therefore the Atheiſts or Profane, 
thoſe Enemies of our Holy Religion, rejoyce 4“ 
gainſt us, tho we fall, tho' our Graſs withers, and 
our Flowers fall thus; for tho we ſit in Darkn:ſ, 


5 p A 


tis in vain to ſcek for ſuch Helps, ſuch Helpers 
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Pet. 


the Lord ſhall be a Light unto us; an cverlaſting Mic. 7. 
"© 4 Light,“ 
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Light, and our God our Glory. His Word ſhall en- | g Y 


dure for ever, tho* the Miniſters of it are Lights 


that re but a little while with us, and 'tis only for .4 


a /eaſon that we reoyce in their Light. That never 


tai.ing Word, is che firm and immoveable Rock 


upon which the Church is built, and therefore, 
the Gates of Hell cannot, ſhall not prevail againſt ® 
it. While the Earth remains, the Seed-time and © 
the Harveſt of the Word will continue; Nay, | 
Heaven end Earth ſhall paſs away, but the Word 
of CHRDT never ſhall; not one iota or tittle 
of ic. Divine Revelation ſhall ride out the ſtorm 
of all Oppoſicion, and triumph over the Powers 
of Darknels; ſhall not only Keep its Ground, but 
gain its Point; {hall go forth conquering, and to 
conquer, till the Myſtery of GO D ſhall be fi- 
niſhed, the Myſtical Body compleated, and the 
Kingdom deliver'd up to GOD, even the Fa- 
ther, that GOD may be All in All. 
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©, ! E was born in a Country place in the Chap- 
£ pelry of Whickſal, in the Pariſh of Prees, 
and County of Salop, Fune 14. 1673. His Pa- 
rents are both yet living, very religious good 
People and of competent Eſtate in the World, 


and he was their eldeſt Son, that liv'd, beſide two 


thit dy'd ſoon. | 
His Mother was the Daughter of Mr. Richard 
© Sadler, a Worthy Non-Conformiſt Miniſter, who 
was turn'd out from Ludlow by the Uniformity- 
Act, and ſpent the reſt of his Days in Obſcurity 
at Whickſ/al. He dy'd ip 1675. | 

He was Baptiz'd by his Grand-father, and 
called Samuel, becauſe asked of God, and devoted 

to him. OY OR: Re Ee 
He gave early Indications of a happy Genius 
and a ftrong Inclination both to Learning and 

Piery': And even Child is known by his doings. 
He began his Grammar Learning and made 
conſiderable Progreſs in it with the School-Ma- 
ſter at Whickſal ; But in 1688. he was remov'd 
to the Free-School of Jirk/aorth in Derbyſhire, to 
be under the Conduct and Tuition of. a very 
learned able Maſter,” Mr. Samuel Ogden, with 
whom he continued almoſt three Years, till he 
Was . 
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was near 18 Years of Age, a much longer tine 
than Youths of his Pregnancy ordinarily conti- A 
nue at the Grammar-School ; but he found the 
Benefit of it, (as many that out-run their Gram- KT 
mar Learning too ſoon, find the want of it) for 
hereby he laid his Foundation large and firm, 
got great Acquaintance with the Claflick Au- 
thors, made his afrer-ſtudics the more eaſy and 
pleaſant, and arriv'd to the Felicicy of ſpeaking 
and writing Latin with great Readincls, Fluency 
and Exactneſs. 3 
In 1691. He went to live with Mr. Henry at 
Broad-Oke, who employ d him in teaching ſome 
Gentlemens Sons that were Tabled with him, and 
directed and afliftcd him in his entrance upon 
his Academical Studies. Here he dilcover'd an 
extraordinary Skill in the Languages, and Pru- 
dence much above his Years in the management 
of thoſe that were under his Charge; and Mr. 
Henry expreſs d much ſatisfaction in his Conduct, 
and a particular Kindneſs for him. = 
In — 92. He went to London, where he ſo i 
journ'd about half a Year with the Reverend 
r. Edward Lawrence, and there had opportuni- 
of hearing the Beſt Preachers, and peruſing 
tbe beſt Books, both which he fail d not to im- 
prove-much to his advantage. When he came 
_ down he proſecuted his Studies alone at his Fa- 
ther's Houſe wich great Application. Surely few 
that have ſo great a Stock of Learning have ow'd 
it under GOD's Blefling ſo much to their own 
Induftry and ſo little ta the Help either of Tu- 
tors or of Fellow- Students. He beat it as we 
ſay out of the cold Iron, and when it is ſo, the 
F the Power is ſo much the more of 
In June 1695. He went into Scotland to the 
College at Glaſcou, with a young Gentleman or 
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Dr. Samuel Benion. 
two, whom he was intruſted with the Conduct 


of. Having furniſh'd himſelf before with a good 
& Treaſure, and Matter to work upon, the Advan- 
tages of that place during the Year he ſpent 
there turn'd to a good account. Here he ſtudied 


dCloſer than ever, ſometimes not leſs than 16 Hours 


2 a Day, having a little Food brought him to his 


Study, and ſlipt not any opportunity of improv- 
ing himſelf in uſeful Knowledge. 
His Regent was Mr. Tran, whom he often 


'M ſpoke of wich great reſpect, and who had a par- 
ticular Affection for him, and while he liv'd 


kept up a Correſpondence with him. The o- 


= ther Learned Men of that Univerſity, he alſo 
oft took occaſion to make an honourable men- 
tion of. Mr. Fameſon Hiſtory-Profeſſor there, 


did likewiſe correſpond with him. That Mira- 


dle ofa Man, who is quite blind and has been 
* ſo from his Birth, and yet as appears by the 
Learned Works he has publiſh'd, © moit accom- 


pliſh'd Scholar, and very ready and exact in his 
Quotations of Authors. 

In May 1696. he took his Degree of Mafter of 
Arts there, and then return'd to his Father's 
Houſe, where he would be near to Mr. Henry, 
under whoſe Miniftry he had been trained up,and 
now intended for ſome time to fir dow bis 
further Improvement. 72 „ | 

But within a few Days after he came home, 
Mr. Henry finifh'd his Courſe, June 24. 1696. to 
his great Grief and Diſappointment. 3 

The beheaded Congregation preſently caſt 
their Eye upon him as the molt likely Perſon to 
fucceod Mr. Henry, being one of themſelves, and 
one that upon all Accounts promis d well, and 
they had Reaſon to think he would not be 217. 
out Honour, no not in his own Country. Without 
looking any further, they. unannimouſly made 
<3 Ya e Choice 
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Choice of him, and ſoon found their Expectati- 
ons from him even out-done. 
He was then about 23 Years of Age, and had 
never preach d nor deſign d it quickly, but wiſh'd 
rather to continu? yet for ſone time a >tudent ; 
ſo that it was not without great Dirficuiry that 
he was perſuaded to undertake the Werk itſeltf; 
pleading wich the Prophet Fer. 1. 6. Ab Lord 
God, behold I cannot ſpeak, for I am a Child, eſpe- 
cially to undertake it there, and coine in the 
Room of ſuch a Man as Mr Henry; This, he 
was in a manner compell d to, often ny ing he even 
trembled to think of it. And truly I think I never 
heard any Man expreſs himſolf wich more Humi- 
lity and Modeſty, Self-diſfidence, and Self-denyal, 
than he did on all Occaſions. _ | | 
But he plainly ſaw the Providence of GOD 
calling him to this Work, and therefore he ſub- 
mitted and gave himſelf wholly to it; He liv'd 
at his Father's Houſe and preach d at Broad-oke, 
and all his Performances were ſucn, that none had 
any reaſon to deſpiſe his Youth. 071 
Hlis great Modeſty would not ſuffer him to un- 
dertake the ſole Charge of that Congregation, 
and therefore he was backward to be ordiin'd, 
and deſirous that the Senior Miniſters of the 
Neighbourhood would come and adminiſter the 
Sacraments to them, which they did for ſome 
une. E. n 
But in January 1698. he was ſolemnly ſet apart 
to the Work of the Miniſtry, by the lay ing on of 
the Hands of Presbyters at Broad-»ke,plehe præſente. 
And the Confeſſion of Faith which he made at 
that time 15 fo remarkably conciſe, that J think it 
worth inſerting at large, and the rather becauſe 
we have ſo little of his remaining in our Hands: 


8 | Being 


. 


Dy. Samuel Benion. | 


BEING oblig'd to Confeſs my Faith, I humbly 
crade leawe to do it in that Method which hath been 
H [mgular uſe to me in confirming, of it. 


. 
. 


XZ Firſt then, I cænnot but be per/uaded, that in ths 
A- earthly Tabernicle, my Human Body, Iman, dwels 
an Immortal Soul, conſcious to itſcl* that it had 4 
uh. beginning, and muſt needs proceed from a Father of 
= Spirits. AY 5 5 
= . I do therefore (in the next place) firmly believe, that 
* There s a GOD (that is) an Almighty, All-wiſe, 
Agood Being, all whoſe Works muſt needs original- 
y be both like him, according to the capacity of their 
= Nature, and worthy of. him. | 
= But d Experience hath . ffectually taught me, that 
I om Naturally an unholy, impure, perverſe Creature; 
== an ignorant, obſt inate, ſelfiſh Being ; I cannot but 
= conclude thcrefore, that I am degenerated, and no 
= /uch thing as I was when I came out of my Maker's 
Hands. | | 
I am ſatisfy d, that I cannot reſtore myſelf, that 
no Creature can reſtore me, and that the Merk of Re- 
= ftitntion being ſuch as could not be ſfected, but by In- 
| finite Power, it muſt needs be ſuch as could not he con- 
irived but by Infinite Wiſdom ; and that I ſhould never 
have underſtood the Methods of it, if GOD himſelf 
had not reveal d them to me. 

The Neceſſity therefore of Divine Revelation, in 
order to Eternal Life, I am thoroughly perſuaded of; 
and finding a Volume in this World, term d by us the 
Holy Bible, that has in it all the Marks of Heavenly 
Inſpiration that the moſt inquiſitive Mind can rea ſon- 
ably imagine or deſire; I believe it is the Word of 
GOD. and with all my Soul embrace it as the Reve- 
lation. I need, in order to my everlaſting Happineſ. 

According to it therefore, finding that the World 
by its Wiſdom knew not GO D; I form my Concepti- 
ens of the Firſt Cauſe of all Things, and J embrace 
heartily the Doctrine aſſerting a Trinity of Perſons in 
the Unity of the Godhead. 3 7G 
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I lelieve, that Infinite Wiſdom fore-ordain'd in Eter- 
nity, whatſoever ſhall come 10 p þ in time; and that © 
this whole World, according to the particular Appoint- 
ments of its Creation, was made ex in that ad- 
mirable manner which the Sacred Hiſtory relates to 
N. 

be Account which the Scripture ſets before us f 

abe Fall, wherein it lets us know our firſt Parents, the 
once perfect Repreſentatives of all their Poſterity,” loſt © 
zbeir Innocency and Felicity together, do entirely ſa- & _ 
tisfy me how Sin and Miſer made their entry into 
this, ever ſince, unh.ppy World ; and I believe, I fell 
in them, and with them. $28 
I believe the Reports of a Mediator ingaging in our ⁵ 
Cauſe, appeafſing Divine Fuſtice, reconciling Men 10 
GOD. And hereof, I think, I have even a Demon- 
ſtration in the preſent Conſtitution of this World, and 
State of Men here differing ſo vaſtly from that of the | 
fallen Angels. I believe, that this Mediator, is the 
Lord FESUS CHRIST, Immanuel, who was 
made perfect by his Sufferings, that he might bring 
all thoſe whom purely Free-grace had choſen to be the s Z 
Sons of GOD, to eternal Glory. | * 
For theſe, I believe, in the higheſt Exaltation, the 
juſt Reward of his voluntary Abaſement, he lives to | 
make continual Interceſſion, ſending down upon each 
of them the Spirit, in the moſt proper Seaſons and 
Meaſures, which, by the means of Grace, works the 
Faith, Hope and Love in them, which qualify'd them 
all for Fuſtiſication, to be had only by perfect Righte- 
ouſneſs; and Glorification, to he had only in his pur- | 

chas d Bliſs. » 4 

'. Theſe Means of Grace, I apprehend to be chiefly 

the Word and Prayer, and the Sacraments of Baptiſm, 

und the LOR D's Supper; for the more effectual ap- 
plication of which, I believe, the Great King of the 

Church hath eſtabliſhd in it a ſettled Miniſtry, which 

He ill own and grace to the end of the World. 

| _ - 
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Ae End of the World, 1 expeth # Day of Uni- 
t 3 over/al Fudgment,in order to which,1 certainly look for 
- RF a Reſurrettion from the Dead, and in which I firmly 
believe an irreverſible Doom will be pronoun d on eve- 
ry Man, determining both his Soul ond his Body to 
= the State of Felicity or Miſery the former had aſſign d 
f iy ; : zt, by a particular Judgment, immediately conſequent 
upon his Death. 


1 


: | Theſe Things paſt ; T believe, the Wicked ſhall be 
" & - puniſh d with everlaſting Deſtruction from the Pre- 
: = ſence of the LORD, and the Glory of bis Power: 


And that they that be Wiſe, ſhall ſpine as the Firma- 
== ment; and they that turn many to Righteouſneſs, as 
bbe Stars for ever and ever. 


This was the Confeſſion of his Faith; his Or- 
dination V ows, in anſwer to the Gueſtions ſo- 
lemnly put to him, were likewiſe very ſerious 
and devour,and affecting to the Hearers; but too 
long here to be inſerted. However, in the 
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f - courſe of his Miniſtry, twas evident he remem- 
bred them, and tranſcrib'd them into his Con- 
verſation. 

| Some of his Friends about this time, obſerv- 
ing his great Studiouſneſs, and the mighty Pro- 
greſs he made in Learning, and ſome few of his 
Acquaintance, who had been Pupils to Mr. Frank- 
land, who dy'd in 1698. being then deſtitute of 
a Tutor, earneſtiy preſs'd him to undertake the 
Tuition of Young Men, which he was prevail'd 
with to do. In which part of his Work, tho 
his beginning was tmall, his latter end did great- 
ly increale ; ſo that at the time of his Death, 
he had above Thirty under his Charge, and 
more coming. 

His good Mother had us d to be ſerviceable to 
her poor Neighbours, ſometimes in the charitable 
curing of thoſe that were hurt, or ſore, which 
| gave 
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gave him occaſions far beyond his Intentions to 


conſult Phyſick Books, that he might adviſe and 


aſſiſt therein, which his quick and active Genius 


| ſoon improv'd by; ſo that he got a conliderable 
Inſight into the practick part of Phylick, the The-: 


ory of which he that was ſo great a Maſter in 


Natural Philoſophy could be no Stranger to; with: 


this he was uſcful among the Poor, and gain d 
both Experience and Reputation; 16 that he could 
not avoid a much larger ſhare of buſineſs of that 


kind than he ever either deſir d or deſign d. In tlie 


Year 1703. He took a journey to Glaſco in Scot- 


land, and there he commenc d Doctor of Phyſick; 


the Learned Men of that Univerſity ſhewed him 
a great Reſpect; He was publickly cxamin'd by a 


Convocation of all the Heads of the College. 
Dr. Saintclair Profeſior of the Mathematicks who 


had been Operator to the Honcurable Mr. Boy] 
with other Phyſicians athiſted at his Examinati- 
on, and expreſs'd themſelves highly fſatisfy'd in 


his Abilities. Dr. Kennedy a fam d Practitioner 
aflignd him a Caſc (and it was a Caſe he him- 


ſelf had then in hand) to exhibit a Theſis upon, 


-which he did with that Accuracy and Judgment 


that gain'd him a general Applauſe. | | 
His Diploma for his Degrees ſubſcrib'd by all the 


Heads of the College, and feai'd with the Uni- 
verſity Seal, bears date 3* Non. Octobr. 1703. and 


gives him a very honourable Character: The 


Vice Chancellor, Dean of the Faculties and others 


treated him very handſomely ; and a Synod hap- 
pening at that Time to fit at Glaſcow, the Mem- 
bers of it gave him the Right-hand of Fellowſhip, 


and admitted him to be preſent at their Debates, 


which gave him an Opportunity of deelaring up- 


on all Occaſions, with ſo much the more Aſſu- 


rance, his Opinion concerning the Government 


of the Church of Scorland, that he es” as 
| the 
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chey manag'd it, it was as well fitted to all the 
true Intentions of Church Government, and as 
likely to anſwer them as any Eccleſiaſtical Con- 
ſtitution in the Chriſtian World. He obſerv d to 
his great Satisfaction, that all the while he was 
at Gleſcow, tho' he lay in a publick Inn, he 
never ſaw any drunk nor heard one ſwear. Nay, 
he obſerv'd that in all the Inns on the Road in 
Scotland where he lay (tho ſome of them mean) 
they had Family-Worſhip duly 1 Morn- 
ing and Evening: From which, and other Re- 
marks, he made 1n that Journey, he inferr'd thar 
Practical Religion doth not depend upon worldly 
Wealth, for there where he had ſeen the marks 
of Poverty, he had ſeen withal the marks of Pi- 
ety. . | 1 
Havi taken his Degrees in Phyſick, and his 
Abilities * it being approv'd, he ventur d fur- 
ther into that Buſineſs than he had done before, 
and as far as would conſiſt with his other Im- 
ployments, and it pleasd GOD to 17 him 
great Succeſs therein. Some of the moſt Eminent 
Phyſicians in that Country, have done him the 
Honour to ſay, They found him one of the moſt 
ingenuous Men in their Profeſſion, they ever were 
in Conſultation with. Ty 
In December 1703. he marry'd Mrs. Grace Yates, 
Daughter of Mr. Thomas Yates. of Danford near 
Whitchurch, a Relation that was every way agree- 
able to him; by her he had two Sons, now left 
in their Infancy to the Care of that GOD, who 
has taken it among the Titles of his Honour to 
be a Father of the Fatherleſs. 5 
Ten Years. he continued labouring in the 
Word and Doctrine at Broad obe; but in the Year 
1706. upon the Death of that Excellent Man 
Mr. James Owen at Sbrewabury, he was call'd 
thicher to fill up his Place. It was with great 
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Reluctancy, that he entertain'd the Thought of 
leaving the People he had been fo long with, 
tho it was not many Miles from them that he 
was to remove, and where he might ſtill be ma- 
ny ways ſerviceable to them: But being 
much under the Influence of the Reverend 
Mr. Talents, who had always been as a Father 
to him; and whoſe, Years and Wiſdom he had 
'@ great Veneration for, by that he was over rul'd Þ 
to go, and at Midſummer, 1706. he ſettled in 


Shrewsbury; in a fair way to be greatly and lon 
- uſeful, if Providence had ſeen fit to continue ih 
this World of ours, One that was ſo great a Bleſ- 
N 5 gh 4 
That we may do ſome Juſtice to his Memory, 
and ſome Kindneſs to ourſelves, who yet fur- 

Miniſter, 


vive, we muft confider him both as a 

and a Tutor. Tt Ne ST 
Vir, As a Miniſter, and he was an able Mini- 
fer, ready and mighty in the Scriptures; and | 

ne that knew how rightly to divide the Word 

r nee 
.. Let us conſider his Judgment and Inſight: 
He adher'd cloſe to the 7 oſpel of the Grace 
of GOD in CHRIS T; The Doctrine of Spe- 
cial Grace founded in am pe ; and of our 
Juſtiſication by the Righreoulne(s of CHRIST 
only, was what'he belicv'd. and preach'd, an 
underſtood, and knew how toexplain, as well a 
moſt Men. He did not indeed; trouble his or- 
dinary Hearers, with nice Speculations on theſę 
Heads; but I find his Thoughts concerning the 
Divine Degrees, deliver dat large in two Lecture 
to his Pupils, at their Requeſt, which they wro 
from his Mouth. In which I am pleas'd wit! 
the Account he gives of the Divine Decrees, 
from Eph. 1. 5. where it is calld by the Apoſtle; 
*EvSoxte- Ti dextual@ ali. In GDS cree 
there is, es * (1. 


2 L 
- 


Dr. Samuel Bemon. 
(b.) Erderie, a compound Word: Aoxiz, is a 
clear eternal Intuition of that which is moſt a- 
greeable to himſelf, moſt worthy of him, and 
which will afford him World without end an in- 
finite Satisfaction in the Being and Accompliſh- 
ment of it.  *Evudoxie, is a Perception that it 15 
right : That all ſeen together at one view, in 
their Place, Order, and Connexion, are highly 
conſiſtent with Infinite, Eternal and Unchange- 
able Being, Power, Wiſdom and Love. 2 
(2.) , a Determination in Conſequence 
of Intuition of himſelf. He Was ſure, GOD did 
not decree Sin, nor did he ſee any Neceflity of at 
ſerting a poſitive Decree to permit Sin; nor could 
he by any Means admit a Decree to damn any 
Man, bur upon the fore: ſight of his being a Sin- 
ner; But he thought the Doctrine of particular, per- 
ſonal, abſolu: e Election to Eternal Life, fo plainly 
reveal'd in Scripture, that he wonder d how any 
that pretend to regulate their Faith by the Bible, 
ſhould make any doubt of it. He was clear that 
it faſten d upon the Perſons in their fallen State, 
and that it depended indeed upon Fore-know- 
ledge and Fore-ſight, but not of any merit in 
their Faith and Repentance, but purely upon 
the victorious Efficacy of Divine Grace. 
In theſe Myſteries, he thought Religion is not 

ſo much concern'd to explicate, as to adore. _ 
His Though's concerning Juſtification, he 
drew up upon a particular Occaſion in certain 
Aphoriſms ; (a Method of writing he much us d,) 
which I think may not be amiſs to aſſert at large. 
He'prefixeth ro them thoſe Words. That he might 
be juſt ; and the juſtifier of him that believeth int Feſus. 


1. Lapprehend the Term of Juſtification, (as 


well as that of Faith, and ſome others) is us d in 
2 very large Senſe in Scripture. N 
2. That large Senſe is 5 rear c 
v 2 Ho s 
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Acts (Smaud]©) of Judicature, that are neceſſa- 
ry to entitle in the Eſtimate of intellectual Crea- 
tures to the higheſt Inſtances of Divins Fa- 


vour. 

3. Theſe Acts muſt be concluded two at che 
leaſt; the Removal of what would preclude ſuch 
A Title, and the Poſition of that would infab- 
libly found it. 

4. That which would preclude it, is the Guile 
of Sin. 3 
5. The Guilt of Sin, is that on the Score of 
which the Governour of the World, is oblig'd 


to take the Courſe, which in the Judgm ent of 


intellectual Creatures is a Vindication o hn his own 


Laws and Honour. 


6. That Courſe can be no other than exa- £ 


cting what the Law requires, on ſuppoſal of | 
Tranſgreſſion. 


7. That which the Law required on that ſup- 
pofal was, that the Nature that ſin d ſhould make 


Satisfaction. 


8. Satisfaction is the endurance of ſuch ſevere | 
Penalties by the ſinning Nature, as may refle& | 
an Honour to him that has a Right to inflict 
them ; as great as the Violation was a Diſhonour 
to him. 

9. Such Satisfaction, is Righteouſneſs to the 
Nature that offers it. 

10. Righteouſneſs is Conformity to Rule i. e. 
to Law. 


11. Conformity, is comply ing with what i is 
enacted. 

12. That which is enacted, is disjunRively 
either the Obedience or the Suffering of the Na- 
ture tis preſcrib d to; fo that the Nature becomes 


as righteous by ſuffering, to that degree which! i 


Satisfaction, as by doing. 


the 


„ 


: (2.) 
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the Human, for the Covenant was made with 
Adam, not only for himſelf but for his Poſterity : 
therefore (1.) Every one of Human Nature, (be- 
fore a ſtate of Confirmation) including the whole 
Nature, at the time of Violation in ſinning a- 
gainſt it; violates it to all his Poſterity, and 
gp Unrighteouſneſs on it: ſo did Adam. 
f Humane Nature can provide itſelf of an 
Individual that is capable of Satisfaction, that In- 
dividual (according to Law, performs for all the 
no” and brings Righteouſneſs on them. There- 
ore, 
14. The whole compaſs of Human Nature 
being limitted to Adam and Eve, there being no 
other Individuals at the time of Violation, they 
tranſgreſſing, all their Progeny were involv'd, and 
Righteouſneſs is not to be had by the comply- 
ance of Obedience. | 3 
15. Righteouſneſs not being to be had by the 
complianee of Obedience, tis to be had by the 


compliance of Endurance, to that degree that 


is ſatisfying, Eph. 8. | | 
16. No endurance by Human Nature, to the 
degree that is ſatisfying, that is not infinite. 


17. No Degree infinite, but either by Dura- 


tion or Value. 


18. If the Degree by Duration be reſoly'd on, 


we periſh for ever without Righteouſneſs. 
19. If therefore we periſh not without Righ- 


teouſneſs, Human Nature is to furniſh out a Sa- 


tisfaction infinite by degree of Value. 
20. A Satisfaction infinite by degree of Va- 


lue, falls not within the compaſs of Human Fi- 


nite Nature. 


21. Not falling within the compaſs of it, In- 


finite Mercy employs Infinite Wiſdom to con- 


trive the Exaltation of that Nature, by uniting 
the ſecond Subſiſtence in the Trinity to an In- 


D 3 dividual 
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dividual of it; and ſo the Son of GOD, becomes 
the Son of Man. 

22. The Son of GOD, of Man, I Tim. 2. 5. 
is a Human Perſon of Infinite Value. 84 
3. Being ſo, his Sufferings are Satixfation 
for N Nature. | 
24. Being ſo, that Nature performs the ſe 
m_ Demand of the Law. 

*erforming the ſecondary Demand ofithe 
Low, we are by him conform'd to the Rule; 
ſo that he well deſerves to be calld, The Lord 
our N 4 

26, What he is calld, he will be to all that 
do. not renounce him, chrough an intervening 
Imputation. 5 
27. Imputation, is the admitting the claim of 
all ſuch to Righteouſneſs, becauſe One of the 
Body of Beings they belong to, has ſuffer d the 

23. This Imputation taking place, the Gover- 


nour of the World has ſufficient Vindication of 4 


his own Laws and Honour, and is not oblig d 
to any thing elſe in order to the Approbation of 
his Government to Intellectual Creatures, (See 
Apb. g.) in what concerns his Treatment of Man; 
ſo the Guilt (that would preclude by Apbor. * 
the Caſe of thoſe that do not renounce J E- 
N 80 S CHRIS J, is remov'd, 
29. They renounce CHRIST, chat perem- 
torily refuſe him the Honour of his Glorious 
wy = ag 3 
30. They peremptorily refuſe that onour, 
that will not ſubmit to he Qzconomy GOD 
has eſtabliſh'd in order to his full Reward. 
31. His full Reward, is in the Exaltation of 
his Perſon, Phil..2.6, 7, 8. And the Salvation. of 
Me, Ne. 53. 10, 11. 
32. The Buben of his Perſon, * 
+ --> - bite Y 
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@ lutely expected, Fobn 17. 5- The Salvation of 


Men, f Big Conditions becoming 


7 A * bn + 
ee, en,, ed tn on itn 3 8 


the Govern- 
ment of wr 


4 


e Creatures. | 
33. The eſtabliſhing of ſuch Conditions, is 
the Introduction of the Evangelical Law; the 
obſervance of which, is the only thing needful 
in order to the ſccond Act of Juſtification. (See 


Aph. 3.) 


34. The Excellency of this Eyangelical Law, 
and 


the Reaſonableneſs of Obedience is to be ac- 


counted for, in a new Set of Aphoriſms, which 


may be thus conceiv'd. | 
I. Adam involves all his Poſterity in Guilt, 
befare any of them are born. LY fs 
2. They being ſo involv'd, are obnoxious to 


* 


Juſtice. 


8 1 Had Juſtice obtain d on them accordingly, it 
had been Fut, but it had been Summum Fus, and 
the Righteouſneſs of GOD had been leſs clear. 

3 That the Righteouſneſs of G OD might be 


; intircly clear, as it muſt be when Mercy ſhines 
Vith it, it pleasd GOD to contrive Man again 


into a ſtate of fair Tryal. 5 
F. The Contrivance in ſhort was, That JESUS 
CHRIST ſatisfying, (as before) ſhould make 
way that GO D with the ſecurity of hisown 
Honour, ſhould propoſe Life and Happineſs on 
Terms proportion'd to the Abilities of lapſed 
Creatures. 25 e As FREPY e 
6. Theſe Terms are, ſincere Faith and Re- 
pentance. ane ͤ rats 

7. Faith includes thar Aſſent, that is, Perſuaſi- 
on, that what the Bible imports, eſpecially con- 
cerning CHRIS T, is true; that Acceptance, or 
receiving of CHRIST for our Prapher, Prieſt, 
and King, 3. e. deriving our Notions of our Du- 


xy and Ineereſt {troop bi Vord; our Hopes of Par- 
lon Mer 


from his Merit; and our Rectitude of Pra- 
> D 4 Kice 
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&ice from his Laws, and that Aſfance, or Ac- 
quieſcence of Mind in him, as One able to fave 
to the uttermoſt, which brings all that are ſav'd 
to him, as the Being to whom the gathering of 
the People is to be, and is e moſt 
honourable to him; He ſo becoming the great 


Centre on which we all hang, and is moſt infal- 


libly productive of a Hy Lite; and conſequent- 
ly, is of neceſſity preparative for a State of per- 
ect Holineſs and Glory. F 


8. To produce this Life, and prepare for this 
State more certainly, Repentance is added to 
Faith, as being a Practice moſt exactly accommo- 


date to the Circumſtances of imperfe& Crea- 
tures; it bringing the Heart daily to GOD, 


from whom it is ever ſtarting aſide; reducing 


the warping Will to its place; fo thar tho (to 
uſe St. Paul's diſtinction) GOD has not our Fleſh, 


he has our Minds; we ſerve Sin with the former, 


but GOD withthe latter. 


9. Serving GOD thus with our Minds, we are { 
conform'd to the Goſpel Rule, and our Service is 


our Evangelical Righteouſneſs. | 
10. Being our Evangelical Righteouſneſs, our 


Title to the higheſt Inftance of Divine Favour is | 


founded, as well as our precluding Guilt remov'd, 
See Apb. 2, 3, 20. % eee 
11. This Title being founded, tis try'd and 
admitted at the great Day of Doom, and Sen- 
. accordingly. | 5" Ar 
12. The pronouncing of the Sentence, may 


* 


be paſty reckon'd a third Act of Juſtification. - 
13. This third At once perform'd, CHRIST 
enjoys for ever the fecond Inſtance of his Re- 
W 1 TNT!!! 8 x07 On 
14. Till this be Joys, he is fatisfy'd in the 
ſure Proſpect Eb” in the Enjoyment and 


Exerciſe oft 
3 15. The 


Serre oo» ty 
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155. The Exerciſe of the firſt, ſecures this glo- 
rious Iſſue; it being the Adminiſtration of the 


Government of both Worlds, in conſequence of 


all Power both in Heaven and Earth lodg'd in his 
16. One Act of the Power for which he had 
fpecial Authority, itbeing a peculiar Inſtance of 


© his Reward, and the great Proof to this World, 
of his kind Reception to the other, was that of 
| the pouring out of the Spirit in extraordi 


Gifts upon the Apoſtles; in Saving ones on all 


che Ele ; in common ones, not to ſay ſufficient 


ones, on all Fleſh, Ad, 2. 


5 . 
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17. The Spirit, being pour'd out on all Fleſh, 
'tis iImpoflible thoſe . condemn'd ſhould 
bring any Imputation on GOD; they are put 
on as fair a Tryal as Adam, had Righteouſneſs 
as much in their reach as he, and periſh not for 


his Guilt, but their own. 


I muſt beg my Readers excuſe for inſerting ſo 
longa Paper in ſo ſhort a Narrative, but I could 


not abridge it without ſpoiling it. 


(2.) Let us conſider his Management of his 
Miniſterial Performance. 


1. He addreſ#d himſelf to them with great Se- 


riouſneſs and Gravity, and a humble Dependance 
npon the Divine Grace. Before the Notes of the 


57 


firſt Sermon he ever Preach'd, he wrote thus: Tu 


mihi Dux, magne Deus, & manum hanc mentemque 
dirige, ut ſalutaria videam, dijudicem, provideam ; 
Nil Deſperandum Chriſto Duce & Auſpice Chriſto. — 
And that which he wrote as his Motto in the 
beginning of all his Sermons from the very firſt 
which he dated July 6. 1696 to the laſt dated 
Febr. 24. 1705. is this Ou, 2%, Hasle x gigs. I 
am not bing, Chriſt is all. Or ſometimes the four 
firſt Letters. O. E. nl. x. 25 | 
2. He had an overflowing fulneſs of Thought 
fog x an 
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and Expreſſion in all his Performances, and when 
he ſpoke off 5244. 0 never to ſeek. A florid 


Mafculine Style was natural to him, which oft- | ; 


en ſet him ſqmewhar. above the capacity of the 
—_ ordinary ſort of Hearers ; but he would 
frequently explain himſelf. in eaſier Terms, and 
as he Brew in Exper 5 in d a more f 
* way of Expre ie f. 

Was ready, 187 and fervent boch in 
1 and Preaching, and made it appear 1 
be was in good carneſt. 13 ich what a ge 
would he rcaſon with his Hearers to perſuade 
them to be Religious, and to take n in Felt 

ion? Many. a time he would ſa n 
bled to think 7 many that pro ſs I 
are in danger of being ruin d 9 all 1 by 
their Slothfulneſs. 

4. He was very large and full in Expound 
the Scriptures, and very happy in raiſing 
vations from what he Expounded; And in hi 
Expoſ poſitions deliver'd as Meg of What had been 

aid before as moſt Men, and yet what Was very 
mic — 

. In the choice of his Subjects he oblerv d A 
Method, which was very . 87 to thoſe 
who conſtantly, ſat under his. Miniſtry, Soon 

r he {et out in that Work he fell i — a me- 
= of Practical Subjects: He ſhew d from ſe- 
veral Scriptures what dins are an abomination to 
GOD, and what Graces. and Duties are in a 
180 manner pleaſing to him. Then he 

E 


rin 


W d how much Religion conſiſts in the due dif 


eharge of the Duries of our particular Relations, 
and went over them very lar rely. - Then he was 
very particular in ſhewing divers things wherein 
we mult take heed to ourſelves, as (I.) To our 
deſign and end of Living, from Rom. $.13-.L Gow 
Webs Ff. 6K Lake 10.42. Pſ,73-47-28. (2.) In 


wh - 
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vat concerns our Expectation and Dependance 
for Strength to attain our End, Iſa. 40. 30, 31. 
(30 As to our Corraptions, Heb. 12. 15. (4. Our 
Conſtitution, Mat. 5. 29,30. (5. Our Company, 
Prov. 13.20. (6.) Our Calling, Prov. 24. 30, Oc. 
x Cor. 7.24. '(7.) Our Seaſons of Grace, Luke 19. 
432. 2 Cor. z. 16. (8.) Qur Sports and Delights, 
= Prov. 21. 17. Gen. 39. 9. Pſal. 36. 1. (9. Our 
= Tongues, Prov. 18. 21. Mat. 12.31, 32. Exod. 20.7. 
.. 58.1 3,14. (10.) Our Talents, Mat. 25.28, 29. 
(11.) To our Poſſibility of obtaining Heaven, 
a2 Cor. HA (12.) To our Probability of it, Fob 
= 27.8. Gal. 6.4. | e 22 
4 2 he ad finz{h'd that, he fell into a method 
of Doctrinal Subjects that they might know the 
certainty of the words of Truth, Prov. 22.21. pro- 
poſing to begin with Natural Verities, and then 
proceed to Revealed, promiſing to be Plain and 
= Diſtin& ; to fetch his Thoughts from Scripture 
and his own Experience: To omit Controverſy, 
and in Points diſputed to propoſe what he 
thought in his cience was Truth: And in 
= bs make the Work of Redemption his great 
n 1 | | 
In this, he aim d to follow the Method of his 
Confeſſion of Faith at his Ordination. From 
P/. 139. 14. he ſhew'd,, That we are: That we 
are made; That we are made by him, all whols 
Works are marvellous; He then proceeded to 
ſhew, There is a Being that made Man, who 
has all Perfections in himſelf. What comes from 
this Being, muſt needs be good; therefore Man 


ſee he is otherwiſe now 3 yet G O has a kind- 
neſs for Man, Luke 2. 16. even to a degree that is 
laving,.'2 Pet. 3-15. There is a Salvation, a car- 
rying on in this World, 'Pf. 56. 2. by the Ring- 


was fo in his Primitive State, Recl. 5. 29. But we 


dom O. In which he propos d to ſhow, 
8065 ov * a 1 4 1 * 1. n „ : who 
75 147 


59 


60 


2 Rule; the Rule is the Scriptures of the Old 


GOD, is, to endeavour to do and to obtain that 


ethers with the Worth of the Soul. of that Ls 
e | "ns 


A Short Account of the Life of 
who is the King; the Ever-bleſſed GOD; and 
there he largely open'd his Names, Attributes, cc. 
Then of his Kingdom ; That of Nature; That 
of Grace; That of Glory. Of the Creation, 
and the Fall, he was exceeding full: And had 
made ſome entrance upon the Kingdom of Re- 
ſtoring- Grace, when he left Broad-Oke, and re- 
mov d to Shrewshury, where he preach'd over the 
Lord's-Prayer, and other Texts concerning Pray; 
er. Then began with the Apoſtles Creed, and 
was come to the Articles of Feſus Chriſt our Lord, 
when it pleas d GOD to put a period to his Life 
and Labours. „ 

6. His Catechiſing of the Children was very IR 
profitable, not only to them but to the whole 
Congregation, and therefore he kept it up con- 
ſtantly every LOR D's Day in the Afternoon. 
In going over the Aſſemblies Catechiſm, he 
taught the Children to reduce it into Aphoriſms; 
and to begin it thus: There is a GOD, this 
GOD made Man, he made him for ſome End. 
bis End is to glorify GOD; (and to glorify | 


on the account of which we and other Men and | 
Angels may know GO D more, love him more, | 
praiſe him more, and obey him more, World 
without end;) he cannot glorify him wichout 


— EM . ann > Midi. ELECT 


and New Teſtament, GG. Dre 
7. In the adminiſtration of the Sacraments of 
Baptiſm and the LORD's Supper, he was moſt. 
lively and affectionate.; and out of the abundance 
ef the Heart, his Mouth ſpoke very much to the 
Purpoſe. I remember once I was preſent when 
he baptiz d a Child, and cannot forget how 
much he ſeem'd to be himſelf affected, and with 
what warm Expreſſions he endeavour d to, affect 
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it was an Immortal Soul, that muſt live for ever 
& muſt be to Eternity either in Heaven or Hell. 
and ought accordingly with the utmoſt ſeriouſneſs 
to be dedicated to GOD, through CHRIST, 
and to be pray'd for by the Congregation, and 
the rather, conſidering what a Theatre of Sin and 
Woe, this World is, into which it was now born, 
and in which it was to pals its Tryals. ; F 
* 8. He was obſerv'd to be very methodical in "by 
bis Prayers, both in Publick, and in the Family: — 
Generally he went over the ſeveral parts of 
Prayer in their Order, and ſometimes ſaid, he 
could not but look on it as a great miſtake, for 
= Men to think Method and Exactneſs necefl: 
= in Addrefſes to Men like themſelves, and not ſo 
in their Addreſſes to the Great GOD. He was 
alſo very happy in _ his Prayers to the 
particular Occaſions and Emergences as they 
occur'd. | 
9. He came off from his Miniſterial Perform- 
& ances, frequently cxpreſſing both the great Plea- 
ſüure he took in the Work itſelf, and the little 
Pleaſure he took in his own management of it. 
As to the former, he has ſometimes faid, he pre- 
fer d the Delight be enjoy d in Praying and Preaching, 
before all the Entertainments of Senſe. How Noble & 
Service, ſaid he, « it, and how Great, to be em- 
ploy d in the Publiſhing of the Goſpel, and ſo for to 
be ſent on the ſame Errand with CHRIST himſelf! 
As to the latter, ſo great was his Modeſty, 
thac he could ſcarce be perſuaded ever to think 
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well of any thing he did. He ſaid ſometimes, he 
never came out of the Pulpit without trembling 
to think, how poorly he had perform d. And when 
one happen'd in his hearing to ſpeak well of a 
Sermon of his, he (aid, If you bad no better 
Thoughts of my Preaching than I, you would never 


Laſh, 


y % 


come to bear me, © 
fr 
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has the Aſcendant. 5 
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; Bale We cannot avoid taking ſome notice 
of his Non- conformity, which he ſaid little of 
himſelf, greater Matters fill d his Head and Heart, 
and therefore we have not much to ſay of it; on- 
ly that he had ſtudy d the Controverſy (I believe) 
as impartially as moſt Men, and without judging 
others, (What have Ito do to judge another Man: 
Servant? To hu own Maſter he ſtands or falls.) And 
he concluded he could not Conform without ſin. 1 
He had reaſon enough to do all he could to get t 
over his Scruples ; for a near Relation of his, 
that knew very well he could make his Words 
good, promis d to procure him a Preſentation 
to a certain Living of the firſt Rate, if he would 
Conform : But his Confcience would not fauffer 
him to do it, tho by his Refuſal, he not only 
Toft his Preferment, but highly diſoblig'd his 
Friend, who had made him ſo kind an Offer. 
Nor was that the onely conſiderable Offer of that 
kind, that he refusd; and, which is more, he 
not only refus'd them, but 2fterwards reflected 
with much comfort upon his Refuſal of them; and | 
ſtuck not to ſay fometimes, that he was ſo well 
fatisfy'd in the Reaſons of his Non-conformity, [ 
that by the Grace of GOD, if he were call'd ro 
it, he could ſeal it with his Blood. ; 5x 
Let he was far from Bigottry, and Heat, and 
Cenſoriouſneſs in it: He was very free, occaſi- 
onally, to joyn in the Publick-Service, and had 
2 great deal of Charity for thoſe he differ d from, 
as all thoſe will have on both fides, whoſe 
Thoughts like his are free and generous, and 
taken up with the Efſentials of Religion, and in 
whom the Love of GO D and their Neighbour 
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Secondly, We are next to conſider him as a Tu- 
tor, and here eſpecially lay his Excellency; this 
was that part of his Character Which We. had 
more 


S 


a 


1 


more particularly in our eye, in attempting to 
give this Repreſentation of him, from the Re- 
cord which divers that had been his Pupils, were 
very forward to bear to him, and the honoura- 
ble Teſtimonies with which they embalm his 
Memory. 
And let us (ff) conſider how well qualify'4 
he was for this Service, tho' when he undertook 
it, his Friends had much ado to convince him 
that he was in any meaſure fit for it. 
He had a very graccful Appearance, a good 
; 2 Preſence, and a happy mixture both of Majeſty 
and Mildneſs, Gravity and Sweetneſs in the Air 
of his Countenance, and that which at firſt view 
promis d ſomething conſiderable: His Voice alfo 
„was clear and commanding, and very humble; 
= which made him the beſt Præcentor either his 
Academy, or his Congregation could have. And 
in both Pſalms were much ſung, and admirab 
well, with great variety and exactneſs of 
Tunes. e 
He was richly ſtock'd with all forts of uſeful 
Knowledge, and was able with the good Houſ- 
| holder to bring out of his Treaſury hinge new 
o end old; a great deal both of ancient and modern 
Learning, bur eſpecially the products of his own 
d Contemplations and Reaſonings: He was not 
G- like an Echo which returns only the Sounds it 
d receives, but did himſelf cultivate and improve 
„har he had learn d, made it his own, put it in- 
ſe to his own Method, Dreſs and Language, and 
14 {fo communicated it to thole who were to learn 
trom him. Few Tutors dictate more their own 
Thoughts than he did: And tho' in his Perfor- 
mances he ſhew'da great deal of judicious Read- 
ing, yet they ſeem'd rather the Fruit of Think- 
ing, deep and cloſe Thinking. 1 
In reading Lectures he ſnew'd himſelf 9 
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they could eaſily think every thing he ſaid and 
did, was well 0 „and well done. When 
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of the Notions he deliver d, and made it appear 
he had form'd an exact Scheme of them to him- 
Felf, which enabled him to lead his Papils into 
them with ſuch a Connection and Chain of © 
Thought, and ſuch a powerful Conviction, a; | 
they have on d themſelves ſtrangely ſurpriz aq 
with, finding themſelves in the Light ere they 
were aware. . . = 

| He was very happy in a Propriety and Flu. 
ency of Expreſſion, as well as in a wonderful! 
Acumen and Readineſs of Invention. I believe 
few Men are able to deliver themſelves better in 
ſer Diſcourſes Extempore, and off-hand, than he 
was, either in Latin or Engliſh. Divers Dil- 
courſes ſo deliver'd, and ſome of them on the 
moſt abſtruſe Points of Philoſophy and Divinity, 2 
ſome of his Pupils wrote from his Mouth, and 
they think they have reaſon to value them as 
little inferiour to ſtudied Performances. 1 
Nor did the Temper of his Mind contribute 
lefs to the qualifying of him for this Service than? 
his Accompliſhments in Learning. He was off 
2 moſt tender and affectionate Spirit, and ws 
Maſter of the Art of obliging : Thoſe that have 
reaſon enough to know him, will ſay of him, 
that he was familiar, when he pleas'd, without 
making himſelf little;diſtant when he ſaw occa-f 
ſion, without any ſhew of Haughtineſs ; Grave 
without Moroſeneſs, and Pleaſant in its turn 
without intrenching upon Seriouſneſs or Manli- 
neſs; and in his common Diſcourſe Inſtructive 
without Pedantry or Oſtentation. Sure never 
any Man that had the Inſtruction of Youth was 
more affectionately belov'd, and yet more truly 
reverenc'd, than he was by thoſe under hu 
Charge. Such an Intereſt did he gain in their 
Eſteem by his Prudence and Tenderneſs, that 


Dr. Samuel Benion's 
When he had at any time an Occaſion to ſhew 


his Diſpleaſure, he knew how to do it ſo as to 
= anſwer the End, which was to convince and re- 
Y form; but thoſe that were long with him have 
& ſaid, that they never ſaw him diſturb' with 
any intemperate Heat, nor tranſported into any 
Indecencies of Expreſſion. Prudence and Love 
and true Merit will command all needful Re- 
ſpect and Obedience, without the help of Paſ- 
ſion. 


That which highly recommended him to his 


ES Pupils was, that he was ſo condeſcending and 
e eaſy of Acceſs, ſo Reſpectful to them, and by ſo 
many Endearments diſcover'd ſuch a tender Af- 
fection for them, that they ſay, they know not 


how to repreſent it to others to that degree that 
they ought. He would often propoſe things to 
them with a deference even to their Judgment, 
and not only allow'd, but encourag'd them to 


offer their Objections againſt the Notions he de- 
liver d; and 1 


ome of them have own'd, that in 
the Reflection they have been aſham'd to think 
with what freedom and vehemence, they havs 
ſometimes Diſputed againſt what he had de- 
clar'd to be his Opinion, and yet how well he 
took it. 

The Pleaſure he took in his Pupils, ſhewing 
himſelf in his Element when he was among them, 
and the tender Concern: he diſcover'd upon all 
occaſions for their Welfare, made him very dear 
to them: If any of them were ſick, how ſollici- 
rous was he concerning them, and with what af- 
fection did he ſay ſometimes, That the Life of 
one of his Students, was as dear to him as that of 
his own Child: And ſo he made it appear. 

His deadneſs to this World, and the Things of 
it, added much to his fitneſs for this Service ; for 
that made it eaſy to him to deny himſelf in his 


own 
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own Eaſe and Intereſt, and that in very conſi- 
derable Inftances, for the ſatisfaction of his Pu- 
pils. Under the influence of this Principle, he 
made no difference in his Affection to them upon 
the account of their outward Condition: He va- 


lued the Vircues and good Carriage of the poor. 
eſt, and was diſpleas d at the Follies and Extrava- 
gancies of the greateſt; and made both to appear. 
Vo are next, to conlider the Method he took 
with them, and his prudent pious Management 


of them. 


r. He was much in Prayer with them. J put 74 
that firſt, becauſe I look upon it, that the Life of 


Religion lies very much in a conſtant Depen- 


dance upon the Divine Providence and Grace, 
expreſs'd by our acknowledging him and ſeeking 


to him in all our Studies, all our Affairs, and up- 


on all Occaſions. This he believ'd, and practis d 
accordingly. Near an Hour was ſpent every 
Morning, and every Evening, in Family-wor- 
ſhip, expounding the Scriptures, ſinging Pſalms, 
and Prayer. Immediately after Family-worſhip 
was concludedin the Morning, they went to the 


Le&ure-room, and he with them; where he a- 
gain pray d with the Students only, giving this 


Reaſon, That there were many Petitions to be put 
up on their Account, which it was not proper 
for the reſt of the Family to joyn in. Then he 
read a portion of Scripture to them in a peculiar 
Method, (for ſome time out of Dr. Gaſftrell's 


Chriſtian Inſtitutes) and with great Concern and 
holy Fervency, committed the Students and 
their Studies to GOD, begging a Bleſſing on 
the Endeavours of that Day. If any thing hap- 


pen'd to put off this Exerciſe a little from its 
time, yet he never faild to perform it aſter- 
wards, before he began to read his Lectures. 


When any came firſt to him, he pray'd: for 


t them ; 
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them; when any left him, he pray'd particularly for 
them; when he had occation to give any of them a 
ſolemn Reproof or Admonition, he follow'd it with 
Prayer. 

2. He took pains to compoſe many Learned Pieces 
in Latin, for the ſervice of his Pupiis, to make up what 
he thought was deficient in the Books put into their 
Hands. 

One he call'd Schematiſmns, being 4 Scheme of the ſe- 
veral Diſciplines in their Natural Order; Gnoſtologia firſt, 
containing the Præcognita; then Logick, Meta phy ſicſts, 
Phyſicks, Mathematics; and Laſtly, Erhicks ; ſhew ing 
the Nature and Ule of cach, their dependance upon, 
and their ſerviccableneſs to one another. In this, he 
preſented the young Travellers with a general Map of 
the Country they were to ſurvey ; and thicre were ſome 
of his Pupils that had in other Places made conſiderable 
Progreſs in the Diſciplines, who own themſcives in- 
debted to that Piece (eſpecially as he open'd it to them) 
for their acquaintance with the true uſe of Philoſophy, 


the order of its ſeveral Parts, and the mutual Relation 


they bore to cach other. | 

He alſo compii'd a large Syſtem of Elen#ick Logick ; 
in which he ſhew'd himſelf as well acquainted with the 
Depths, as with the Niceties of that Art. 

There is another Science, which he thought had 
been leaſt cultivated by the Learned, and yer as well 
deſerv'd their Pains as any other, and that is, Pneuma- 
ticks ; he began a large Syſtem of this Science, which 
he had a peculiar Affection for, (his Genius leading 
him to abſtract Speculations) and made ſome progreſs 
in it a little before he dy d; as if his cloſe application of 
Mind to the Nature of Spirits, were a prelage of his own 
removal quickly to the World of Spirits, ſhort of which 
his intenſe Enquiries concerning them, could meet 
with no ſatisfaction. Had he liv d to finiſſi that Work, 
and could he then have been perſuaded to publiſh it, 
we have reaſon to think, it would have been both ac- 
| D 2 ceptable, 
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ar 


ceptable and ſerviceable to the Learned World. 

2. He took a great deal of Pains in reading Lectures 
to his Pupils in their ſeveral Claſſes every Day ; which 
he did wich ſo much clearneſs and fulneſs; and withal, 
with ſo much pleaſantneſs and variety, intermixing 
ſuch entertaining Stories with that which ſeem'd jejune 


or crabbed, that their Attendance on them, was a con- 


ſtant Pleaſure, and not a Task; and tho' he was long, 
he never ſeem'd tedious. E. 
He had a particular Concern to have them well. 


grounded in Logick, both Didactick and Elenctick, and 
ſpent more time with them, than moſt Tutors do in 
that part of Learning, which teacheth us how to direct 


our Thoughts, ſo that we may find out Truth more 
readily, and cxprels it more pertinently. © 

And for the Improvement of the Reaſoning Faculty, 
he preſs'd his Pupils very much to the Study of pure 


athematicks, as that which fixeth the Mind: and plea- 
th it wich thoſe Demonſtrations which are the Reſult 5X 


of its Searches. | $5 
He was a great Maſter in Natural Philoſophy ; and 


tho” he liv'd in obſcurity, out of the road of Books 
and Converſation, yet he found means to acquaint 


himſelf with the Modern Diſcoveries and Improve- 
ments in that, and the other Sciences. To himſelf and 


his Pupils, he took care to preſerve a freedom of 


Thought ; compariag the ſeveral Schemes and Hypo- 
theſes together, with a generous Indifferency to them, 
anda diligent impartial Search after Truth, as far as it 
might be collected from them all. 1 
His Pupils obſerv'd him to be very curious in his choice 
of appoſite Expreſſions, for the Illuſtrating of what he 
deliver'd to them ; and that he would ſometimes go back 
to change a Word or Phrale, if another occurr'd to his 
Thoughts more expreſſive. He commonly laid down his 
InſtructionS'in ſhore Aphoriſms chain'd together, by 
which he ſet both his own and others Notions” in a 


clear Light, and oftentimes decided ſome of the moft 
difficult 
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difficult Controverſies, by a plain ſtating of them. 
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4. He form'd all his Notions in Divinity, purely by 
the Word of GOD ; the Bible was the Syſtem he read, 
and the Genuine Expoſitions of that, he thought the 
mo: profitable Divinity-Lectures he could read to his 
Pupils ; To that onely he was devoted, and not to any 
Man's Hypotheſis: He call'd no Man Maſter upon 
Earth; but prov'd all things by the Law and the Te- 
ſtimony: Nor would he himſelf be call'd Rabbi; but 
propos d all his Notions to be impartially examin'd by 
the ſame Touch-ſtone. 

For the methodizing their Divinity-Studies, he made 
uſe of the Aſſemblies Confeſſion of Faith, and Ameſins's 
Medulla, and ſome other Syſtems. Mr. How was an 
Author he much admir'd, and his Liwving-Temple, 4 
Book he read to his Students, and oblig'd them to be 
converſant with ; making it his great Care to eſtabliſh 
them in the firſt Principles of the Oracles of GO D, and 
to fill their Minds with them, which he look'd upon as 
the beſt Expedient to fortify them againſt the two per 
nicious Extremes, of Scepticiſm on the one hand, an 
Figottry on the other. | 

5. He maintain'd a very ſtrict and ſteady Govern- 
ment of his little Academy; which he model'd as ncar 
as he could to the Conſtitution of the College at Glaſ- 
gow, Which he much admir'd (fic Parvs componere mag- 
na ſolebam.) He took care they ſhould employ their 
Morning Hours well, and take time for their ſecret 
Devotions, being always jealous leſt any other Studies 
thould encroach upon them. 

He oblig'd them to great Piligence in the Hours 
ſet apart for Study, and reſtrain d them at other times 
from Recreations which he thought any way unbe- 
coming them. | 

Thoſe that he found not ſo quick in taking things, as 
others are, he did not diſcourage ; but took Pains to 
bring them up as they were able. 

If he obſery'd any of them fo be remiſs in their Studies 
= or 
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or that took any falſe ſteps in their Converſation, how 
faithfully, and yet how tenderly would he deal with 
ther for their Reformation. He had an excellent Art 
in his Diſcourſes to them, when they were together, of 
frying that which oblig d them to reprove themſelves ; 
and racy were ſenſible of it, and oftentimes he gain'd 
his Point that way, and fav'd both himſelf and them 
the uncaſineſs of a particular Reproof : But when there 
was Ooccaſion for a cloſe and perſonal Admonition, he 
gave ic with an affecting Solemnity, and in ſuch a way 
as ſhnew'd not his Anger ſo much as his Love, and evi- 
denc'd, that he delighted not to ſhame, no not the De- 
Uinquents; but as h beloved Sons, be warned them. He 


often mingled Tears with his Reproofs, and expoſtula- 
ted with fo much Reaſon and tender Affection, as 


fometimes drew Tears alſo cven from thoſe that were 
not apt in that manner to relent. He commonly fol- 
low'd the Reproofs he gave with ſolemn Prayers to 
GOD for a Blefling upon them: And with ſome that 
were under his Charge, he ſaw great ſucceſs of his En- 
deavours this way, not only to his own Satisfaction, but 
to the Admiration of others, and the endearing of him- 
ſelf, even to thoſe with whom he thus dealt faithfully. 

6. He was himſelf a great Example of ſerious Piety, 
and very ſollicitous to promote the Eternal Salvation 
of the Souls of thoſe under his Charge. The Beauty 
of Holineſs, was indeed the Beauty of his whole Ma- 
nagement; and the Heavenlineſs of his Converſation 
was the great Ornament gf it. With what Seriouſneſs 
and Aſſection, did he diſcourſe of another World, and 
how indifferent was he to the little Affairs of this! 
What ſavoury Expreſſions would drop from him, and 
how awfuily would he ſpeak of the Things that are 
not ſcen, tac are Eternal. How would he Spiritualize 
common Occurrences; and when he was reading Le- 
ctures to the Students upon the Works of Nature, how 
would he take occaſion from them, to obſerve with 2 
pious Reverence, the Wiſdom; Power, and Goodnels 
of the GOD of Nature. | When 
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When he was ſpeaking of the Myſteries of Redem- 
ption, the Love of CHRIST, and the Glory of the 
Bleſſed, he was ſometimes carry'd out even beyond 
himſelf, in the. admiring Contemplation of thoſe 
Heights and Depths; and ſo, as even to forget that 
he was in the Body. Theſe were his belov d Topicks, 
and which he took all occaſions to enlarge upon with 
a juvat uſque morari. 

He was deſirous to kindle, preſerve, and inflame the 
ſame Holy Fire in the Hearts of his Pupils : How pa- 
thetically would he preſs upon them the Great Con- 
cerns of another World; and chuſe out Words to reaſon 
with them about the One Thing needfal, commonly 
beſpeaking them thus: My dear Charge, — (telling them 
oft) if. any thing I can do, will but promote your Spiritual 
and Eternal Welfare, how happy ſhall T think ſl 1 4 
what I ſay, may abide with any of you to do your Souls good, 
hade my aim. 

Two very hopeful Young Men he bury'd out of his 
Family after he came to Shrewsbury, who dy d of the 
Small-pox ; and a third, who dy'd of a Conſumption. 
This touch'd him in a very tender part, and lay heavy 
upon his Spirit a great while. How did he humble 
himſelf before G O D, and kiſs the Rod, and bewail 
Sin as that which provok'd GOD thus to contend with 
him. With what pathetical Expreſſions of Submiſſion 
did he reſign himſelf, and all that was dear to him, to 
the Holy Will of GOD! Tis the Lord, let bim do 
what he will. And how ſollicitous was he to im- 
prove thoſe Providences for the Spiritual Benefit of 
thoſe that did ſurvive; dealing with them in private 
(beſides his publick Funeral Diſcourſes on thoſe Occa- 
ſions) from Fob 14. 2. He comes forth like a Flower, and 
1 cut down. And Eccl. 11. 8, 9. Remember the Days of 
Darkneſs, Yet how did he comfort himſelf and others 
with this, That however it be, yer GOD is Good. It 
# well, 2 Kings 4.26. However, I ſhall be well: It ſhall 
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end well, everlaſtingly well. Often repeating with 
much Affection: 
Ege my] , on g 

Ef bene, non potuit dicere, dixit erit : Fetching Com- 
fort likewiſe from 2 Sam. 23. 5. That GOD has made 
with us an everlaſting Covenant. And much affected his 
Young Men were, with a Sermon he preach'd to them 
in the Family, when they came back from the Fune- 
ral of one of the Young Men that was bury'd a little way 
off in tize Country, on Luke 24. 52. And they returned 
to Jeruſalem h great Foy. Encouraging himſelf and 
them with this, "Lhat in Heaven we hope to meet, and 
never part. ETA 

They alſo remember, when ſoon after, another of 
his Pupils was ſo ill of a Fever, that his Life was by 
all deſpair'd of, and it was expected he would in a few 
Hours breath his laſt, the Doctor call'd them all toge- 
ther, tojoya in Prayer for him, and with a more than 
ordinary Earneſtneſs wreſtled with GOD for his Life; 
and GOD gave him an anſwer of Peace immediately ; 
for when they return'd to him after Prayer, they found 
ſuch a wonderful change in him, as was the beginning 
of his Recovery; for which abundant Thankſgivings 
were render'd to GOD. But his Joy on that Occaſi- 
on met with a great allay ; for the Young Man's Fa- 
ther, Mr. Pike a worthy Miniſter at Burton upon Trent, 
who came to be wich his Son in his Illneſs, when he 
went away comforted in his 8 took the infe- 
ction of the Fever with him, of which preſently upon 
his return home he ſickn'd and dy'd in a few Days, to 
the great Loſs of that Town and Country : For he was 


"fk 73 zealous good Man, a lively affectionate Preacher, 


and One that laid out himſelf very much to do good. 


7. Thoſe of his Young Men that were deſign'd for 
the Miniſtry, and were drawing near to that Sacred 
Employment, he took pains with to poſſeſs them with 
2 very deep Senfe of the Awefulneſs of that Function, 
and the Weight of that Work they had before 85 
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often propoſing to their Conſideration, the Preciouſ- 
neſs of all Immortal Souls ; The imminent Danger 
moſt are in of periſhing Eternally; And the great 
Account the Minitter would have to give concerning 
them : Inferring thence, what an earneſt Care Miniſters 
ought to have in their Hearts of them, 2 Cor. 8. 16. 

That he might make them ready in the Scriptures, 
he oblig'd choſe that wrote his daily Expoſitions, once 
a Week to repeat what they had written: And the Di- 
vinity Claſs in their Turns, once a Week, Analyz'd or 
Expounded a Portion of Scripture themſelves. 

That he might Train them up in the Exerciſe of the 
Gift of Prayer, every Night after he had perform'd Fa- 
mily-Worſhip, the Students were ail to retire to the 
Lecture-room, and one of them pray'd, each in his 
Turn, beſides the more retir'd Services of every Cham- 
ber. Thus were they Train'd up to pray always, with 
all Prayer. beth | | 
In all their Performances, he much preſs'd it upon 
them to be Accurate and Exact, both in Method and 
Language; and had times of Employing them in the 
polite Exerciſes of Oratory and Poetry. 

He likewiſe ſet ſome time apart every Week, for 
the regulating and directing of their Elocution and 
Pronunciation; about which he was very ſollicitous: 
He order d each to read ſome Paragraphs in Authors 


moſt noted for good Language; after which, by his 


en Example, he ſhew'd them wherein they were de- 
fective, 0: had miſs d the right Pauſe or Emphaſis: 
And an excellent, Eacylty he had at expoſing, and re- 
gulating an 04d Tone 0: geſture, to the Advancage of 
the Student, without giving ence, : | 
8. Hetook Care to poſſeſs h. upils wich the Prin- 
ciples of Chriſtian Charity an "4oderation, and ta 
arm them againſt Bigottry. He 18 no Party-man 
himſelf, nor e e them ſuc. One that had 
been a great while his Pupil, writes to 1, f this pur- 
pole : Tat lüs Tutor underſtood the Palle nes HUE 
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Mind ſo well, and had ſo great an Art in managing 
Tempers, ſo as to gain his Point; that if he had de- 
ſigned it, he could cafily have ſent out flaming Bigors : 
But he was too much a Chriſtian, a Gentleman, and 
a Scholar, to be ſwallow'd up in the Violences of any 
Party. His Aim was, to make them Men of Senſe, 
and Catholick Chriſtians ; and if they fell ſhort of be- 
ing ſuch, it was not his Fault. He adds, How hard 
it is, that when on the one ſide, ſuch Noble, Benefi- 
cial, and Heavenly Principles of Love and Modera- 
tion, and particularly, a candid Temper towards the 
Church of England, are in the Academies of Diſſenters 
{o ſtudiouſly infus d and incourag'd, there ſhould be on 
the other tide ſuch Pains taken, and all the Arts of 
Mit-repreſentation us d to render the Diſſenters Con- 
cemptible and Odious, and Men not fit to be Tolera- 
ted. But let us not be weary of rendring good for evil 
thus; for in due time we ſhall reap, if we faint not. 

And obſerving that the Diſſenters Academies,are by 


ſome moſt maliciouſly calumniated as Nurſeries of Re- 


bellion and >Scdition, and hurtful to Kings and Provin- 
ces; he adds, that what inſight the Doctor thought fit 
to give his Pupils into Politicks, tended to beget in 
them, not only a Satisfaction in, but an Admiration of 
the eſtabliſh'd Conſtitution of the Engliſh Government, 
and he doubted not, but tney brought with them from 


his Inftructions a true value tor Monarchy, and as tho- 


row an Abhorrence of the execrable Murther of Kiug 
Charles I. as they could have brought fin Chrif- 
Church itſelf. 4 | | 


As to his practiſe of Phy{;$- We have not much to 
obſerve, ol ge when he w- # Youth, his Genius led him 


{trangely that way, * he we to learn medicinal 
Receipts ; and had MN Very ready when he met with 
any occaſion fo-hem. When he fell into that Buſi- 
Neid. he ſoon Jt it fatigu d him much, beth in Bo- 
dy and Mir;5 and he would gladly have left it off, 
but chou he could not in Conſcience refuſe to nd 
1 | thoſe 


- 
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| thoſe whom he ſaw in Peril, who earneſtly beg'd his 
Advice; and who would not make ule of any other, 
or could not be at the charge of ic. To the poor he com- 
E monly gave not only his Advice, but their Phyſick too 
| gratis, or Money to pay the Apothecary. It gave him 
| likewiſe an opportunity of reproving, counſelling and 
* comforting the Sick, and of praying with them. 
ute the Evangeliſt was a Phyfician, à beloved Phyſici- 
an, and ſo was he: In all the Places where he liv'd, 
and the Relations wherein he ſtood, he was belov'd. 
| When he was at School at Hirkſfworth, he was the dar- 
ling both of the School and of the Town, for the 
| ſweetneſs of his Temper, his Piety and Ingenuity, 
and his obliging readineſs to be ſerviceable according 
to his capacity to every Body; and when he had fi- 
| niſh'd his time there and was ſent for home, his School- 
| maſter Mr. Ogden wept to part with him, and ſaid, he 
knew not what would become of his School when he 
was gone. | 

When he was a Student at Glaſgom, he was univer- 
fally reſpected there for his great Learning, Diligence 
and Sertouſnefs: and when he took his Mafters De- 
grce, the Senate of the Academy did him the honour 
to make him Preſident of all that were laureated that 
Year; an Honour ſeldom or ncver done to any but one 
of their own Nation. He acquitted himſelf fo well in 
that Place, that when he was to take his leave, the 
Regents ccurted his ſtay, and promis'd him Prefer- 
ment there: But he long d after his Fathers Houſe, for 
there he was a great Example of filial Affection and 
Reſpect; his Parents were no lefs dear to him than he 
was to them, and there was nothing he ſtudied more 
than in every thing to have them eaſy. ' 

When he went to School in Derby-ſhire at I 5 years of 
Age, he left a Paper which was found after he was 
gone, expreſſing his great Thankfulneſs to his Parents 
tor the care they had taken of his Education, beging 
their Prayers for him, and that they would not be inor- 

15 5 | dinate 
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dinate in their Affection to him, and if Sickneſs and 
Death ſhould betide him, not to mourn for him as 
having no Hope, for he knew it would be well with 
him living and dying. His Letters to his Parents both 
from Wirkſfworth and Glaſgow, as they evidence much 
of the power of the Grace of GO D upon his Spirit, a 
conſtant Regard to GOD, and Dependance upon 
him, and an earneſt Deſire to ſerve the Will of GOD 
in his Generation, ſo they expreſs a very great Ten- 
derneſs of them, and of their Comfort and Satisfacti- 
on. 

He was as a Father to his Brothers and Siſters, and 
very beneficial to all round about him; ſo much did 
Holineſs and Love ſhine in his Converſation, and ſo 
diffufive were the Influences of both, that the good 
People of the Neighbour-hood would ſometimes call his 
Houſe the Suburbs of Heaven. He gave Bibles and 
other good Books .to many, with a Charge to read 
them diligently, and allow'd yearly Money to a poor 
Man in the Neighbourhood to teach ſo many poor 
Children to read; with a ſtrict Obligation that none 
ſhould know who did it. He was always careful not to 
give Offencę to any, very moderate in his Opinions, 
and charitable in his Thoughts and Expreſſions concer- 
ning thoſe he differ'd from, which gain'd him great 
reſpect from all ſorts of People; and juſtly was he the 
more honor'd by others, becauſe he had always mean 
Thoughts of himſelf, and was ſeldom ſatisfy'd with any 


Performance of his own; ſtill ſaying, it might have 


been better done by himſelf, but much better done by auother. 
Well, all this had a pleaſing Aſpect, to fee ſo much 
of the light and love of the upper World ſhining in this 
lower Region; and to ſec it in a Man of ſtrength and 
vigour, in the midſt of his Days, gave us a pleaſing 
Proſpect, both of his further advances in proportion to 
his continu'd Progreſs, and his long Uſefulneſs in his 
Generation, but alas | we mult take the treaſure of Pi- 
vine Light as it is given us, ia earthen Veſſels, 1 
X es, 
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| Diſhes, which do not wear out gradually, but often 
break of a ſudden, without any previous decay: fo it 
= was here. 

Ihe Doctor's Conſtitution ſeem'd firm enough, but 
| believe he had done himſelf a prejudice by ſtudying 
in the Night, and fitting up very late often a great 
while after Mid-night. A great Scholar once ſaid, he 
would willingly loſe the Learning he had got,upon con- 
dition he could recover the Health he had loſt by 
| Night ſtudies. After hc began to practiſe Phyſick,that 
| oblig'd him often to read late, which I believe did him 
no kindnels. 

But notwithſtanding the ſtrength of his Conſtituti- 
on, he had himſelf an Apprehenſion that he ſhould not 
be long liv'd: When it was urg'd by ſome of his 
Friends to ſpare himſelf, he us'd to anſwer that he be- 
| liev'd he had but a very little time to live, and he was 
willing to ſpend it to the beſt Purpoſe. When he was 
pleaſing himſelf wich the comfortable Circumſtances 
he was in, and particularly the great agreeableneſs of 
his dear Yoke-Fellow ; he would ſay, well, this is not 
likely to continue long, we muſt expect a Change. This ap- 
prehenſion grew upon him, and he frequently ſpoke of 
it; twas but a little before he ſickn d, that he ſolemnly 
declar d to ſome of his Friends, that he look'd upon 
Death to be very near; adding, that he ſaw Impiet 
come to ſuch a height in this Nation, that he tear'd 
ſome ſore Judgment would ſhortly come upon it, which 
GOD in Mercy prevent. 

He met with a French Book which gave an account 
of the laſt Hours of a young Lady, a Proteſtant of 16 
years of Age not nam'd, that dy'd in France, with high 
expreſſions of holy Joy and Triumph: The. Book is 
entitl'd, Edifying Death. He was ſo pleas'd with it upon 
the reading of it, that he tranſlated it out of French in- 
to Engliſb, and uit finiſh'd it a day or two before he 
fickn'd ; tis ſince his Death printed at Shrewsbury in 
three or four Sheets. 

After 
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After he came to Shrewsbury, he had not his Health 
ſo well as he had in the Country; was frequently in- 
diſpoſed with Cold, but never under any threatning 
Symptoms. | 

On Monday Februar) 23. 170;. He complain'd a lit- 
tle of a pain in his Head and Back, however he ſat 
down to dinner with his Students; as uſual, after he 
had done his Morning Work, but he eat very little; for 
it happen'd juſt before he ſat down, one of the young 
Men ſhew'd him a Paper then newly publiſh'd, of Re- 
flections upon the grand Jury's Preſentment of the Book 
call'd the Rights of the Chriſtian Church, from which he 
took occaſion all Dinner- time, and a good while after, 
to inveigh againft that Book; and to warn his Pupils 
againſt che pernicious Principles of it, with a more 
than ordinary Warmth. | 

Tho' he continu'd not well, yet on Tueſday he ſtudied 
and preach'd publickly the Week-Day Lecture, on 
Matth. 4. 10. Thow ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and 
lim only ſhalt thou ſerve; he apprehended his Diſtemper 
to be a flight Intermitting Fever, which would ſoon 
wear off, eſpecially with the uſe of the Cortex. 

On IVedneſdiy he gave a Lecture to one Claſs, but 
excus d himſelf from the reſt becauſe of his Indiſpo- 
ſition, and walk'd out a little that Afternoon; but it 
was wich difficulty that he got home. 

On Thurſd:y and Friday he did not ſeem to be 
much worſe, but pray'd with his Family even on Fri- 
day night, and was obſerv'd to be very particular, and 
4 — in his Requeſts to G OD, that they might 
all be prepar'd for Death and Judgment. | 

On Saturday he confin d himſelf to his Chamber; 
yet did not ſeem to apprehend himſelf in any danger, 
nor did thoſe about him. bf 

On Monday ſome very good Advice was had and 
Means us'd, his Diſtemper was apprehended to be a 
nervous Fever, and malignant; but ſeem d not to 
come to any Extremity. x 4 

On 
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On Tueſday evening he ſate up till almoſt Bed-time, 
and having ſlept a little in his Chair, when he wak'd, 
be ſaid, he had heard extracrdinary Muſick, far be- 
| yond what he had ever heard in his Lite. That was 
the firſt thing which gave thoſe about him an alarm of th 
his Danger, for then it ſeem'd that his Diſtemper be- 4 
gan to affect his Head; next Morning he became ex- | 


treamly delirous, ſo that he knew not thoſe about 1 
him. A piteous caſe that a Soul of ſuch great Capaci- N 
ties and Attainments, and now juſt ready to take wing 0 
to the World of perfect and everlaſting Light, ſhould 139 
purely by a bodily Diſtemper be put into ſuch confu- of 
| fion as his was; and diſabled to diſcover itſelf, as 
| otherwile it certainly would have done, to the Glory 
| of GOD and the Edification of others. May his living 
Words be duly remembred and improv'd, for we have 
none of his dying Words to keep account of. 
| Notwithitaniing his delirium he ſlept much, and ſo 
| ſweetly on. Thurſday evening, that it was hop'd it 
| would do him a kindneſs, but between 10 and 11 a 
Clock that Evening, (March 4) he wak'd in an Ago- 
ny, and breath'd his laſt within a few Minutes; his 
at alpiring Soul haſtening as it were out of a Body, which 
o- WW not only, as always, detain'd him from the Viſion of 
it W GOD inthe other World, (for while we are at home 
in the Body, we are abſent from the Lord) but now diſab- 
be led him for the ſervice of GOD here; and what 
ri- © Soul like his could bear to be any longer fo fetter'd. 
What a Houſe of mourning was his made, that 
ht diſmal Night; what deep Impreſſions this ſudden ſtroke 
made upon his dear Charge, (as he us'd to call them) I 


er; ¶ cannot expreſs, and I hope they will not forget. Sure 

er, he liv'd as much deſir' d, and dy'd. as much lamented, 
as-moſt Men. 

nd i His Remains were attended to the Grave on Aunday 

ea following March 8. with univerſal Lamentation.Hewas 


bury'd in St. Chad's Church in Shrewsbury, cloſe by the 


Grave in which the worthy Mr. Fames Owen was bury'd 
On nor 
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Two Years before. Immediately after the Body was in- 
ter d, a Funeral Sermon was preach'd in his own Meet- 
ing-place to a numerous Congregation of true Mourn- 
ers. ; muſt conclude this ſad Account, as Mr. Fox doth 

the Hiſtory of the Death of the Lady Fane Grey! 


Tu quibus iſta legas incertum eſt Lector ocellis, 
Ipſe quidem ſiccis ſcribere non potui. 


5 
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On his Grave-ſtone 1s Engrazen the 
following Epitaph. 


SAMUEL BENION, V. D. M. & M. D. 
Whickſoliæ in Agro Salopienſi Natus, Collegii 
Glaſguenſis olim Alumnus, Quando Corpus ſuum 
huc demiſit Animam puram, piam, & modeſtam, 
Terrenis defæcatam, & cæleſtibus plenam, Om- 
nigeni Literaturi alte imbutam. | 


Gloriæ Dei 


In Concionando Evangelium, 
Erudiendo Juventutem Studioſam, 
Et Curando Ægrotos, 
Integrè dicatum, | 
Non tantum ſuis, ſed & omnibus charum, 
In Chriſti Manus placide Commiſit. 
Mar. 4. 1701. 


Hat. Suæ 35. 
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Mr. Francis Tallents 
| Miniſter of the Goſpel in Shrewsbury,, $ 


Who dy'd there April 11. 1708. 75 
In the Eighty Ninth Year of his Age. 
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Preach'd at the 
FUNERAL of the Reverend 


Mr. Francis Tallents. 


April the 15th. 1708. 


up 21. 
—=—= Looking for the Mercy of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt unto Eternal Life. 


APD FT been left at Liberty to chooſe 
my Subject on this ſad and ſolemn 
. Occaſion, I ſhould certainly have 

A A pitch'd upon ſome Text or other 

that would have led me to ſhew what a Great 

Man (I might fay, a Prince and a Great Man, 

for ſuch Men as he that have wreſtled and pre- 

vaitd in Prayer are I1/raels Princes with GOD) 
is fallen this Day in our Tribe, and what a great 

Loſs we have of him, ſome Text that would 

have been proper to affect us with Sorrow for 

the Breach made upon us, which cannot but 
touch us the more ſenſibly, becauſe we have 
been fo lately wounded again and again in the (| 

fame tender part. Tho' we have a great deal of 1 

reaforr with Thankfulneſs to acknowledge the _—_ 

2 A 2 Benig- 
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Benignity of Providence in continuing ſuch a 
Great Blefling as his Life was ſo long to us, yet his 
Capacity for further Ufefulneſs being alſo won- 
derfully prolong'd, we. ought to look upon his 
Removal as a further Token of GOD's Diſplea- 
ſure againſt us, and to lament it with a holy Fear. 
Facob's Family fo greatly lamented the Death of 
Rebekah's Nurſe, who could not but be very old, 
that the Place where they bury'd her was call'd 
Allen-Bacuth, the Oak of Weeping. What a large 
debt of grateful and honourable Tears, is owing 
then to One that has been ſo long a Spiritual Fa- 
ther and Nurſe in CHRIST's Family? The 
longer we enjoy good Men, the more we ſhould 
love and honour what we fee of CHRIST in 
them, and.'the greater Loſs we ſhould account 
their Removal from us. I ſhould certainly raiſe 
up your Mourning, could I but be inſtrumental to 
ſtir up your Graces; your Love to GOD and 
his Image, your Zeal for CHRIST and his 
Kingdom : Theſe would engage your Mourn- 
ing tor the Death of One that bore ſo much of 
G OD's Image, and did ſo much good Service 
to the Intereſts of the Redeemer's Kingdom a- 

mong Men, 1n his Day. | ; * 
The Notice GOD took of the Death of Mo- 
ſes, Moſes my Servant is dead, might probably, 
have been my Subject, and the rather, becauſe 
like Moſes, in his advanced Years, his. Sight 
ſcarce waxed dim; and at length like him, he 
dy'd at the Mouth of the Lord. Or, Eliſha's La- 
mentation for Elijah's Departure, which for my 
own part, I have reaſon to take up, My Father, 
my Father, the Chariot of liragl, and the Horſemen 
thereof. Or, CHRIS T's Character of Fob», Bap. 
ziſf, might well have ſuited the Occaſion, He was 
a burning and a ſhining Light. Nay, Age being a 
Crown of Glory ; the Old-age of ſuch a One, 
1 pe le e . n 
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who continu'd in his Uſefulneſs to the laſt, be- | 
ing a' Diadem of Beauty to all his Friends, One | 
whoſe Days ſpoke ſo well, and the multitude of 
whoſe Years taught ſo much Wiſdom; it had been 1 
no Soleciſm, to have apply d to ourſelves the la- | 
menting Prophet's Words, The Crown is fallen | 
from our Heads; wo unto us, for we have ſinned. Lam. j 


Bur our Reverend Father, ſeeking your Edi- 5 4 
fication, and not his own Honour, has appoin- } 
ted the 'Text now read to you, to be the Sub- 5 
ject of my Thoughts and yours at this time. He q 
mention'd it to me a Year or two ago, as that 1 


which he defir'd might be preach'd upon at his 
Funeral, laying the Emphaſis upon the Word Mer- 
cy : Looking for the Mercy of our Lord Feſus Chriſt 
unto Eternal Life. For (ſaid he) all my hopes of 
Eternal Life, are built purely upon the Mercy o 
my Lord Feſus Chriſt. J have nothing elſe to trul 
to; ſo that by this Text, he being dead, yet ſbeak- 
eth. Hear, and jour Souls ſhall live. | 
Many, and many a good Word he hath ſpo- 
ken to you in GOD's Name, as feelingly and 
affectionately, as much from the Heart, and 
diſcovering 'as much of a natural Care for your 
State, as moſt Men I ever heard, now take this 
as his dying Nord; and dying Words ſhon!d make 
living and laſting Impreſſions: Take it as his 
laſt Farewel ; his Legacy (I may call it) to this 
_ Congregation, and a valuable Legacy it is. Af- 
ter he had been 56 or 57 Years labouring a- 
mong you in the Word and Doctrine, as oppor- 
tunity favour d, with this Word he breathes his 
laſt; This Text he lives and dyes by, tis his Con- 
ſummatum eſt, and finiſning his Courſe, with it he 
finiſheth his Teſtimony. Would you have the Con- 
cluſion of the whole Matter, and whatever you for- 
get, will youbeſure to remember thar 'tis this, Look- 
ing for the Merey of our * unto Eternal 25 
„ 3 5 
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O that you and I might hear attentively the In- 
ſtructions of it, might hear them from the Grave, 
tho' it be a Land of filence ; might hear them 
from Heaven, not as the Word of dying Men, but 
of the living God, who has directed us not only 
what we mult do, but what we may expe&# ! Let 
the Mercy of our Lord JESUS CHRIST be al- 
ways before our Eyes, and let the believing Ex- 
pectation of it, fill our Souls, be inlaid there: 
Let theſe Words be written on the Tables of our 
Hearts, as with a Pen of Iron, and with the 
point of a Diamond, Looking for the Mercy of our 
Lerd Feſus Chriſt unto Eternal Life. 

I tak. it for granted, that our deceas d Father 
in the choice of this Text, deſign d theſe Two 
Things, 


1. Io expreſs the Workings of his own Heart, his | 


own Sentiments and devout Affections, and ta 
let you know that he for his part was a Believing 
Expectant of Eternal Lite, and a Believing De- 
pendant on CHRIST and his Mercy for it, and 
9 ſo to the laſt, and had not chang d his 

mind. 
2. To impreſs the like on your Hearts, and to en- 
ge and encourage you with the ſame things 
with which he found himſelf incourag'd and en- 
ag'd : He would have you allo ſtir'd up to ſeek 
; Eternal Life in Chriſt's Mercy, and to ſeek till 
you find. He ſeem d deſirous with the laſt Blaze 
of his expiring Lamp, if it might be by the Grace 
of GOD (that Bleſſed Heavenly Fire) to kindle. 
the ſame pious Affections in you that his 'own. 
Heart was enflam'd with. O that I had more 
of his Spirit, then I could the better lay before 
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* his Thoughts that took riſe from theſe words! 


have look d upon it as none of the leaſt of the 
Bleffings of my Life, that ever ſince I was capa- 


ble of it, I have been more or leſs at times made 


happy 
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happy with his Converſation, and many an Hour 
have ſpent, abundantly to my Satisfaction in Fel- 
lowſhip with him; And as it was his Condeſcen- 
fion, ſo it was my Advantage, that he was very 
communicative of his Obſervations and Experi- 
ences, in all his Diſcourſes full of CHRIST and 
another World ; fo that I never parted from him 
but I might have been the wiſer and better for 
my being with him, and as much from him as 
perhaps from any Friend I ever had, might have 
learn'd-Soth Diſcretion and Devotion, that is, 
how to Converſe both with GOD and Man. But 
if the Countenance has for a while been ſharpen'd by 
ſach a Friend, as Iron is with Iron, alas, it grows Dull 
again, and we want that Livelineſs when we have 
occaſion for it. O that the Bleſſed Spirit of GOD 
would eng this Word home to my Hearr and 
yours, would open our mg” cry and make our 
Hearts to burn within us, 10 that from this preci- 
ous Line of Sacred Writ we may gather now, and 
lay up for time of need, that Honey which I be- 
lieve this Bleſſed Servant of GOD did in his own 
Meditations ſuck from it, and may experience 
the ſame Reliſh and Power of it which we have 
reaſon to think he had the Pleaſure of. The 
Scripture is a full Fountain, out of which we 
may drawas much Water, and with as much Foy, 
as others that have gone before us, who have re- 
commended it to us to be our Guide and Stay 
as it has been theirs. Streams from this Rock 
follow'd them through this Wilderneſs to Canaan, 
where the Water will be turn d into Wine; and 
they will not fail xs, nor be to us as the Brooks 
in Summer, if we be not wanting to ourſelves. 
Firjt then, Let us conſider this Text, as re- 
commended to us with this Deſign, to expreſs 
this good Man's Believing, Hope and Expecta- 
tion of Eternal Life, — the Mercy of 
4 


Lord 
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Lord Feſus Chriſt. Having liv'd in Faith, thus 
he dy in Fuith, ſecing the Promis d Land afar 
off, but embracing the Promiſe of it, as faithful, and 
worthy of all acceptation, very ſure, and very pre- 
cious ; dying with the Promile in his Arms, and 
the Lite promis'd in his Eye. This Reaſon, this 
Account, he gives of the Hope that was in bim, with 
Meekneſs and Fear; That he hop'd for Eternal 
Lite, and hop'd:in the Mercy ef our Lord Feſus 
Cbriſt to bring him to it; and that this 
Hope was to hint as an Anchor of the Sul, ſure 
and ſtœadfaſt, entring before into that within the 
Vail, whither he himſelf is now enter'd. - 

It is the Privilege and Happineſs of dying 
Chriſtians, that they can look with Eaſe and Sa- 
t isſactiou on tother fide Death and the Grave; 
can fee firm Land, and a good Land beyond that 
rough and ſtormy Sea, and this enables them to 
look Death in the Face, and to look down inte 
the Chambers of Darkneſs, without change of 
Countenance. They know not. only whence 
Death's Commithon comes, from their Father's 
Hand, but Whither it will bring them, to their 
Father's Houſe, where they long to be. Dying 
is not to them as it is to Atheiſts and Infidels, 4 
great Leap in the Dark. No marvel, if from. one that 
knows not, or receives not Divine Revelation, we 
hear ſad Complaints of Uncertainty, and how 
much the departing Soul is at a loſs. Dubius vixi, 
anxius. morior, quo vadam nefcio, laid one: Ani- 
mula vagula blandula, Quæ nune abibis in loca, laid 
another. And we have been lately told, Thar 
Dr. Mr. Hobbs (that Leviathan, that crooked Serpent) 
Kennets When notwithſtanding the vain Hopes he had 
Ac- flatterd himſelf with, that tho old, he 
count ſhould live yet a white, he was told, that he 


of th : | E 
D. of could not continue long, withd, O that I could 


* 


Devon s 1.0 find a Hole at which ty creep out of this World! 
| | E But 


Family 
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Zut they that by Faith build on the Foundation wy 
of che Apoſtles and Prophets, and are united too } 
[CHRIS J the chief Corner-ſtone, have a ho | 
ly humble Confidence towards GOD in a DVD 
ing-hour, and having put themſelves: under a 
Divine Conduct, can caſily leave the Land of 
their Nativity, in proſpect of tlie better Country, 
that u, the Heavenly : And tho, like their Fa- 
ther Abrabam, they go cut not knowing whither they Heb. 
go; yet like him, they go out with chearfulneſs, 11. 8. 
knowing whom they follow, and being aſſur'd that 
he will ſhew them the Path of Life. And tho' they pf g 
cannot particularly deſcribe the Future Bliſs; 11 
tis a Glory which is to be reveal d, yet they are 
ſure it is enough to make them perfectly and eg. 1g 
ternally Happy. And knowing whom they have 
truſted with all the Concerns of their Felicity, 
cven the ſame whom the Father has truſted with 
all the Concerns: of his Glory, they Eno very 
well, He is able to keep what they have committed to 2 Tim. 
bim, unto that Day, when it ſhall becall'd for; 1. 12. 
and be ready to receive that Spirit, which they 
then reſign to him, and truſt him with. In the 
aſſurance of this, they can walk with a holy 
Security through the Valley of the ſhadow of Death, 
fearing no evil after Death, and therefore fear- 
ing none in Death. | Hint? 
Let this be obſerv'd to the Honour of the, 
Chriſtian Religion, and the Everlaſting Goſpel 
on which it is founded, that thence are fetcl:'d | 
ſuchſubſtantial powerful Antidotesagainit the fear of 
of Death, as the beſt of the Heathen Moraliſts I 
could never offer. The Platonifts ſometimes 
calPd their Philoſophy Melitatio mortis, and: 
taught their Liſciples to think of Death; but they 
could not teach them to triumph over it, as our 
Religion teacheth us, O Death where u thy ſting + 
Let it alſo be obſery'd for our Encquragement to 
TOO hn 5: 210. 2556 +. BONN 
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Diligence and Conſtancy in the Work of GOD, IB 7 

» Pet. that ſo we ſhall have not only a» Extrence, but WR G. 

1. 11. an abundant Entrance into the Everlaſting Kingdom. ¶ Ac 

What is there in Death to be dreaded, when it is 

only our Paſſage to that Eternal Life which ha 

through the Mercy of our Lord Feſus Chriſt we are les 

looking and longing for ! TH 1 

And as it is the Happineſs of dying Chriſtians, 1 

that they have the Hope of Eternal Life to ftay 4 = 
themſelves upon in that darkſome Valley, ſo it N g 

PC. 66. will be for the Glory of GO D and the Edifica- 75 

16. tion of Others, if they tell whar God bas done for 

their Souls, and leave behind them a Teſtimony 

to the Sufficiency of the Divine Promiſe and I of 

Grace from their own Experience: Some per- bet 

haps may be invited into the ways of Religion, I 5a, 

many however will be encourag'd therein, when 

they ſee and hear, with what Eaſe and Chearful- 

— thoſe who have been long walking in theſe I p,, 

good Ways leave the World in expectation of the | 

Bleſſed Hope. Some have thought it no leſs than a 

Debt which at leaſt the Oli Diſciples of CHRIST 

owe to thoſe about them, to communicate to 

them the Comforts wherewith they are comforted I ,, 

of G OD, in the believing Proſpects of the Glo- ¶ hin 

Cor. ry to be reveal'd. T believed, therefore have I ſpoken. 

4 13- Qur deceas'd Father hath thus encourag'd us to iſ 67, 

go on in the way of G OD, by intimating to us, ¶ but 

that he found abundant Comfort and Support 

under the Apprehenſions of Death approaching, 

in depending upon the Mercy of Chriſt, and looking 7 

for Eternal Life through him. con 
When he intimated his Mind, that I ſhould £Y;,, 
preach his Funeral Sermon, he added, that he WW. 
would not have me to praiſe him; But, he 

1. I hope it will be no Violation of that part 

of his Charge, to take notice even of that Prohi- bei 

bition to his Honour, his great Honour; the ve- 
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| ry mention of it, (and I am oblig'd to mention 
it, becauſe otherwiſe jt might juftly be expe- 
cted, that I ſhould have been large in his Chara- 
cter) turns to his Praiſe; and my Silence fo re- 
ſtrain d ſpeaks aloud, that he was one of thoſe 
| bumble in Spirit whom Hononr will upbold; One that 
| ſought not bis own Glory, nor car d to have 4 Trum- Prev. 
pet ſounded after him, any more than before him, 3 
Digito monſtrari, & dicier hie eſt, but would rather 
do what was Praiſe-worthy than be prais d for it. 
By this it appear d, that he endeavour d to approve 
| himſelf ro GOD, and was therefore dead to, and 
look d with Contempt upon the Applauſe and 
Commendation of Men; and that he liv'd a Life 
| of ſincere Repentance and Self- judging, as the 
| beſt Chriſtians do; and was far from being like 
Saul, who even when he own d his Guilt to Sa- 1 Sn. 
| mucl, ſaying, I have ſinned, added in the net 
Breath ; yet honour me now before the Elders of my 
People. And that he was one of thoſe Chriftions 
MW inwardly, whole Praiſe is not of Men, not courted 
or defir'd of Men, but of Ged, and who make 
ſure a Witneſs in Heaven and a Record on high, and 
then reckons it a very ſmall thing to be judg d off 
Man's Judgment. Herein let us be Followers of 
him, as he was of CHRIS T: Let us not ſearch 
our own Glory, for it is vain Glory, nay, it is not 


but let us with a ſingle Eye aim at GO D's Glo 25. 2. 

ry, and then that will reflect rue Glory upon us, 

and Evenlaſting. E 5 
He that doth but ac @ Part in Religion, may 

{conclude as that Heathen Emperour did, with wa- 

d Niere & playdite , the Language of the Stage; but 

de Abe whoſe Heart is upright with GOD, cho 

he reckons. a goed Name betten then precious Qyats Eecl. 


th ment, eſpecially that, at the day of one's Death ; yet 7. 1. 
— he is ſo intent upon his Acceptance wich GOD, 


„ hat 
ry 
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Glory, tis Glory that will be ud into Shame ; Prov. 
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that the other is as nothing to him; well know- 
mg, that true Honour after Death ariſeth not 
from Mens Elogi ums, but from CHRIST"s Euge, 
if our Maſter ſay, well done, the Matter is not 
great, what our Fellow-Servants ſay; 

2. Nor will it (J hope) be any violation of his 
Charge to leave it to his own Works to praiſe him 
in the Gates; they do it, they will do it, further 
and longer than any thing I can ſay. will. Generati- 
ons to come vill mention him with Honcur for his 
ve f Univerſal Hiftory, that copious comprehen- 
ſive: Work, which takes in all the Genèrals and in 
4 manner toucheth moſt of the Particulars that 
have {welPd the numerous Volumes of Hiſtorians; 
{ure never was ſo much Learning, fo much 
Reading crouded into ſo little a Compaſs; never 
was one Page in two Columes fo well filld: -*Tis 


2 Work confeſſedly exact and elaborate, and of 
general and of lafting Uſe. Let that vaſt Per- * 
formance praiſe him for his Knowledge, Judg- | ©" 
ment, and great Induſtry. en * 

Let his ſure and large Foundations, his Hiſtory of : 
Schiſm, and the Defence of it ; praiſe him for his 
Catholick Charity, and Moderation, and that W. 
healing Temper which as far as it prevails and! 
hath the Aſcendant will extinguiſh Heats, ac- _ 
commodate Differences among Chriſtians, and 11 

bring and keep good People together in Love; 25 


contormable to the Deſign of our Bleſſed Redeem- 3 
John er, who dy'd that he might gather together in 3 
11. 52. one the Children of God, that under ſeveral Deno- . 
minations, were ſcatter d abroad. „ : e! 
- But beſides theſe Works of his, I hope, the good 
Succeſs of his Miniſtry in this Place will 'projfeſ un 
him, and the remaining Fruit of it will be his Ho- i þ 
nour, as well as your Comfort and Advantage. 
Recolle& what you have heard from him, and Cr. 
live it over: Du have fully known his Doctrine, I U, 
7114 ö manner 
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manner of Liſe, Faith, Charity, Patience, continut 2 Tim. 
| therefore in thoſe things which'' you have learn d, „ 0 
and bade heen aſſur d of, knowing that you have © 
learnd them of one who well underſtood them 9 
himſelf, and with a very tender Concern for h 
| your Souls preſsd them upon you. Abound j! 
therefore in the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, and ſo 
| commend your keeping ; make it appear you 
have been well fed with the Bread of Life, and . 
| nouriſh'd up with the Words of Faith and good Dos 1 
drine, by your holy heavenly Converſations, your Mn 
| Sobriety, Juſtice, Charity, Meekneſs, Humility, and 
exemplary Walking in every ching, which will 
be an Ornament to your Profeſſion, and the 
ſtanding Praiſe of your Miniſters that are gone; 
whoſe good Preaching will. beſt ſurvive them, 
and be beſt atteſted in yout good Living. If at 
any time you are tempted to do an ill thing, 
remember you have not ſo learned Chriſt,” but baye 
f been better taught the Truth as it is in Feſus: If I Eph. 4 
may not praiſe him that's gone, thus you. may, and 22. 
otners that thus ſee your Light ſhine before Men, 
will glorify your Father which is in Heaven. 
3. Tho'I may not” praiſe. bim, yet I hope I 
may put yOu upon praiſing: God for him. Men, 
the greatelt, and bait of Men are but what the 
Grace f GOD makes them; all their Light 
they borrow, from the Father of Lights. All 
their Oyl from the good Olive, they are ready 
to own it themſclves, By the Grace of God, I am 
that Iam; Idi ve, yet not I; I labour d yet not I; now 
if we giye the Glory of that Grace to him from 
whom it is deriv'd, and to whom the, Praiſe of 
it belongs; whatever Hondur that reflects at ſe- 
cond-hand on the choſen Inſtruments of that 
Grace, we do but our Duty, St. Paul never flat- 
ter d his Friends, yet we oft find him thanking 
GOD for their Faith and Hope, their Love and 
„ | Patience, 
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4 Cor. Patience, nor did he court their Applauſes of i 
. 11. Him, he was far from it; yet he deſir d that Thank: 
might be given by mary on his bebalf, for What 
GOD enabled him to do and ſuffet in his Cauſe. 
That juft praiſe of Men turns to a good account 
which makes GOD its Centre, and runs up al 
the Streams to the Fountain. Not unto us, O Lotd, 
wot unto us, bat to thy Name give Glory. 

You of this Congregation, have reaſon to 
bleſs GOD for your Miniſters, for their Gifts 
atid Graces, and Serviceableneſs to you. Ghlorifh Þ 
the God Iſrael. who hath given ſuch Power wnn ci 
Men, and gave Men of ſuch Power to yon. When 

you reflect with a melancholly Thought upon 
thofe dark Providences which have of late re.] 
mov'd from your Head Two Faithful Miniſters G0 
in the midſt of their Days, and great Uſefulneſs; ¶ Dc 
take occaſion from thence, to blefs GOD for M. 
that kind and gracious Providence which conti- I on 
nud One among you to a good Old-age, and con- wh 
tinu'd him in his Uſefulneſs to the laſt, Thus Ti 
GOD has try'd you with a variety of Inſtruments; I of i 
you have at the ſame time been bleſs d with the ¶ anc 
Phil. 2. Gravity and Authority of a Paul, tbe Aged, and with I be 
22. the Vigor and Livelineſs of a Timothy, who as 4 Son iſ exc 
with the Father, ſerv'd with him in the Goſpel : Each ¶ be 
Age has its Advantage, if both have beerr advan- N Ma 
tageous to you, you have a great deal to be I aid 
thankful for; if neither, you have a great deal to like 
enſwer for. But whether they that piped anto you, oV 
or they that mourned, have gain'd their Point, Inati 
Matth. or no, Wiſdom will be juſtify'd of ber Children. fenc 
11. 19. The Sons of the Prophets have reaſon to bleſs (6o/p 
GOD, that ever they had ſuch a Father, ſuch 2 ff al 
Guide, ſuch a Counſellor, ſuch an Example: 
I am ſure I have, who am leſs than the eaſt e a 
of them. May the Mantle of this Elijab cloath 
thoſe who are left behind, that we may W 
* 
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| the [ame Spirit; walk in the ſame Steps ; and that 2 Cor. 
| we 2 ſhew forth the Lan nefs of our 12. 18. 
| Hearts by the Conformity of our Lives to thas 
Holy Religion, wherein we have been Inſtructed 
by thoſe that were the Guides of our Youth, 
and by our ſteady and conſtant adherence to the 
Goſpel of the Grace, the Free-Grace of God, which 
| they liv'd and dy'd by. 
4. I am ſure, it is no Tranſgreſſion of his 
Charge(for it muſt be what hechiefly intended in 
che choiſe of this Text) to obſerve the Teſtimony 
vzhich, I think, he bore to ſome of the moſt pre- 
cious and peculiar Principles of our Holy Religi- 
on, in making theſe Words his own; for this will 
de for your edifying, if it be not your own Fault. 
Chriſt and Heaven, are the Peculiarities of the 
Goſpel ; there, and there only, do we find the 14 
Doctrine of a Mediator between GOD and Ih: 
Man, and of Eternal Life: "Tis by that Light 4 
only that theſe Great Things are diſcover'd, 1 
which were hid from Ages and Generations: 34 
Tis on the Truth of that Word, that our belief Bl | 
of theſe doth intirely depend. Much of GOD RE 
and his Glorious Attributes and Perfections may ji 
be learned by the Light of Nature; and many h 


excellent Truths concerning him may eaſily 
be ſpell'd out of the Book of the Creatures. 
Many that learn't no higher than that Book, 
ſaid great things concerning the Creator; much 
likewiſe of the preſent Pleaſure and Advantages 
of Virtue, may be learn'd from the Dictates of 
natural Conſcience, and the univerſal Experi- 
ence of Mankind: But tis only by the Glorious 


leſs (Goſpel of the bleſſed God, that Crown and Center 
h 2 f all Divine Revelation, that Zife and Immorta- 


ity are brought to Light; By it only we come to 
de acquainted with Chriſt and Haben, Heaven Il 
+ our End, and CHRIST as. our Way; the 4 

| | Knowledge | 


Ld 


16 
Jb. 
28. 14. 


1 Cor. 
3. 14. 


Gal. 2. 
20. 
Heb. 


41. 1. 


1 Cor. 
15. 57 


Knowledge of theſe is that true 13/dom of which 
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the Depth ſaith, it if not in me; the Sea ſaith, it is not 
in me ; and which the Topaz, of Ethiopia ſhall not equal. 
Theſe are the things of the Spirit of GOD which 
the meer Animal Man receiveth not. Tis only b 
the. New. Teſtament, that bleſſed Character of Di 
vine Grace, that we come. to be zntereſted in 
CHRIST, and jn:/d through him to Eternal 
Fife, which makes the Chriſtian Merchandiſe, 
better than the Merchandiſe of Silver. 

Theſe are the Two things which the Faith of 
a Chriſtian doth in a ſpecial manner faſten upon; 
the Great Saviour, and the Great Salvation 
wrought out by him; theſe the Eye of Faith looks 
upon ; theſe . the Hand of Faith lays hold on. 

hat's the Faith we live by, but the Faith of the 
Son of God, and that Faith which is the Subſtance 
of things hoped for, and the Evidence of things not ſeen. 
What elfe is true Chriſtianity bur a believiny De- 
pendzne upon the Mediation of CHRIST, with 
4 devotedneſs to his Conduct and Government in 
every thing; and a believing Expectation of the 
Glory to be reveald, wita a careful and diligent 
Preparation of ourſelves for that Glory. 

O what a holy Fire of Love to Chriſt, and De- 
ſire towards Heaven was kindled by this Faith, in the 
breaſt of this good Man; How did he himſelt 
feel it zlow! How did thoſe who convers'd with 
him fe it flame! How did he breath Chriſt, and 
breath towards Heaven, even to the laſt Breath: 
Let us ſubmit to the power of the fame Faith, 
and we ſhall experience the Fruits of it. There 
was another Scripture which his Heart was much 
upon, when he ſaw the Day approaching; and 
chat included Chriſt, and Heaven too, *twas that 
Clofe of the Apoſtles Triumph over Death and 
the Grave, Thanks be to God, who giveth us the Vi- 
7; ; (that is, brings us to Heaven, for till * 

e com 
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come thither, we have not quite overcome) 
through our Lord Feſus Chriſt : But in this he choſe 


to expreſs to you the Faith in which he dy'd, looking 


for the Mercy of our Lord Feſus Chriſt unto Eternal 
Life. | | 
Give me leave to improve the dying Teſtimo- 


ny of this great Scholar and Chriſtian, for the 
Honour of pure Chriſtianity, and the firſt Prin- 


ciples of it. In many Cauſes one aged Witneſs 
1s worth twenty young ones; we have here an 


aged Witneſs to produce on Religon's fide, who 
| hath taken it upon his Death, that the Mercy of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt unto Eternal Life is, what may 


be look d for, with the greateſt Aſſurance und De- 
lire by all the Faithful Servants of JESUS 


they have found, and lo wilt thou, no Righ- 
teouſneſs and Strength to be - depended upon, 
bur in Chrift ; no Happineſs and Life, but in 
Heaven. Thoſe that plead Religion's Cauſe have 
Antiquity on their tide. and the Wiſdom and 
Experience of the Ancients, and may boaſt as 


"7 


CHRIST. As thy Father then, and be will Deut. 
| ſhew thee, thine Elders, and they will tell thee, that 32. 77 


Eliphaz, doth, with us are the gray-headed, and very Job 


aged Men. The longer Men hve in the World, the 15. 10. 


more Experience they have of its Vanity, andIn- 
ſufficiency to make them happy, that directs 
them to ſet their Hearts more on Heaven; and the 
more Experience they have of their own Weakneſs 
and Inability to help themſelves, and that drives 
them to reſt more upon Jeſus Chriſt, and his Mer- 
Cy and Grace. Let this recommend Religion to 
us, that thoſe ſpeak well of it who had have a long 
Acquaintance with it. Polycarp, that bleſſed Martyr, 


who in the firſt Ages of the Church, ſeal'd the Euſeb. 
Truth with his Blood at Smyrna, being vehement- Eccl. 

ly urg'd by the Proconſul to renounce his Religi- 17.15 
on, and as an Evidence oh it to ſpeak ill of Chriſt, 134. 


reply d 


18 
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reply'd to this Purpoſe ; Fourſcore and 2 Years, 


I have ſerv'd Chriſt, and have always found him 4 


good Maſter, how then can I ſpeak ill of him now! ; 


Here was one that ſomewhat longer even to his 
89th Year had been drawing in CHRIST 
Yoke, and witneſſed from his own Experience, 
that it was an caſie Yoke ; and that in the ſervice 
of CHRIST he was born up and comforted, 
living and dying with the Expectation of his 
Mercy. even to Eternal Life. 

There are Six great Truths contain'd in this 
Text,atleaſt by Implication which he did in effect 
bear his Teſtimony to in the choiſe of it, and 
they are not Matters of nice and curious Specu- 
lation, which exerciſe the Wits of the Learned, 
nor Matters of doubtful Diſputation, or Strifes 
ot Words which too often engage the Paſſions of 
the Litigious, no, he was none of thoſe that 
troubled the Minds of the Diſciples with ſuch things, 
but was himſelf fill'd, and deſir'd to fill others 
with the great things of GOD, the weighty 
Matters of the Law and Golpel, which are all our 
Salvation, and therefore ſhould be all our Deſire ; 
Nor did he ſpend his Zeal upon any thing but 
what all good Chriſtians are agreed in, whatever 
different Sentiments they may have, and govern 
themſelves by in lefler things. Call therefore, 


if there be any that will anſwer you, and to which of 


the Saints wil! you turn? Turn to which you will, 
of whatever Denomination (for, far be it, far be 
it from us to think, that thoſe of our own are 
the only Ones) and you will find they all agree 
in theſe Principles. of .the Oracles of G OD, 
which I gather from this Text, which he that's 
gone bore his dying Teſtimony to, and which it 
we that ſurvive were but more govern'd by, we 
ſhould be every way better both in Heart and 
Life ; and more loving and charitable: to thoſe 

| G : we 
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we differ from in leſſer Matters, ſince the things 
wherein we differ are ſo few and ſmallin compa- 
riſon with the many and great Things wherein 
we are agreed. 

Firſt, That there c another Life after this : This 
is plainly imply'd in the mention which the 
Text makes of Eternal Life; for w. ire ſure that 
this preſent Life is not Eternal; tis ſhore and tran- 
ent, and haſtning away: And they who ſay, they 
look for Eternal Life, declare plainly, that they be- 
lizve there is another Country to which they muſt 
remove, and in which they mult rede, beſides 
this through which they are now paſſing. And I 
the rather lay this down firſt, becauſe our deceaſ- 
ed Father particularly appointed, that the Mor- 
to engraven in the Rings to be given at his Fu- 
neral, ſhould be this, There x a Life after this: 
GOD by his Spirit engrave it in all our Hearts! 
With this Word he comforted himſelf while he 
liv'd, and deſfign'd to Inſtruct and Admoniſh us 
who for a little while are left behind. The plain- 
eſt Truths are the moſt precious, and carrying, 
with them the moſt convincing Evidence, ſhould 
be the moſt powerful, and have the moſt com- 
manding Influence upon us; ſuch a one is this, 
worthy indeed to be ritten in Gold, and to be to 
us as the Signet on our Right-hand, ever with us, 
and continually before us. 

And do we indeed believe, that there is a Fu- 
ture State, a Life after this! That beſides this 
World of Senſe we are converſant with, there is a 
World of Spirits we are ally'd to; and muſt have 
our everlaſting abode in; that when we have 
paſs'd through this World of Work and Probati- 
on, we mult certainly go to another World of 
Recompence and Retribution, and mult receive 
according to the things done in the Body? We lay, 


We beheve the Life of the World to come: But we- 
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think of it ſo ſeldom, ſo ſlightly, tho ſure, tho 
near, tho juſt at the door, we conſider it fo lit- 
tle, and are fo little influenc'd by it in the ma- 
nagement of ourſelves, that it may well be 
ask d, Do we indeed believe it? Shew me thy 
Faith by thy Works. | 

Do we believe there is another World, we muſt 
all be ſhortly lodg'd in tor Eternity ? What ! and 
yet ſo fond of this World, as if we were to be 
here always? And ſo mindleſs of that, as if we 
had nothing to do in preparation for it 2 What! 


and yet do ſo much to every day disfit us for that 


Deut. 
. 


Life, and ſo little to acquaint ourſelves with the 
Employments and Enjoyments of it? What! 
and yet think ſo little of Death, which will ve- 
ry certainly, and may very ſuddenly remove us 
to that World? O that we were all more con- 
firm'd in our Belief of another World! And 
were ſo wiſe as to conſider our latter End: Or, as 
it may be read, our Future State. "Then ſhould 
we pals more ſafely and comfortably through this 
World, and at length out of it. 

Tis ſad to ſce many, even when they are un- 
der the ſenſible Symptoms of their approaching 
change, and already taken into the cuſtody of 
Death's Meſſengers, ſtill full of this Life, ſollici- 
tous about it, in love with it, and very loth to 
think oi parting with it, or to hear talk of another. 
Our deceaſed Father has ſet us a better Example, 
and by his weanedneſs from this Life, ſhew'd 
how much his Eye and Heart were upon another. 


Often has he charg'd his Friends, thoſe at a di- 


ſtance by Letter, and thoſe about him by Word 
of Mouth, not to pray for the continuance of 
his Life; tho' it was as far, as any Man's of his 
Age, irom being made either aneaſy to himſelf, 
or #1profitable to others: By which it appears, 
he was full of Days. Satur Dierum: According 
to that Promiſe made to them, who ſer their love 
02 
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on God, with Long-life was he ſatisfy'd : And what Pſal. 
was the Language of Job's Corruptions concern- 9116. 
ing his Preſent State, was the Language of his 
Graces; I loath it, I would not live always in this ſob ,, 
World, baving a deſire to depart and to be with 16. 
Chriſt, which is far better. 

Secondly, That in the other Life, There is a 

State of perfect and perpetual Bliſs, prepar d for, and 
ſecured to all good Chriſtians, that live and dye in 
the Fear of GOD, and in the Faith of CHRIST. 
The Eternal Life, the Text ſpeaks of, is not only 
an Immortal Being; the Damned in Hell ſhall 
have that for the perpetuating of their Miſery, 
their Worm dies not, therefore they dye not; But 
an Immortal Bleſſedneſs, adequate to the inlarg'd 
Capacities, and commenſurate to the never-fail- 
ing Duration of that Immortal Being. 

We may firmly believe it upon the Credit of 
Eternal Truth, which all the Saints in all Ages 
have ſet their Seals to, and ventur'd their Souls 
upon; That all thoſe, who by 2 patient continu- Rom. 
ance in well-doing, ſeeł for Glory, Honour and Im- 7 
mortality, ſhall obtain Eternal Life. There is an 
Everlaſting Perfection of Joy and Sati>iattion, 
which all thoſe that are duly prepar'd for it in 
this World, ſhall certainly be put in the poſſeſ- 
ſion of in the other World, conſiſting in the im- 
mediate Viſion, and complcat Fruition of GOD, 
as their GOD; A Crown of Immortal Glory, that 
will never wither; A Kingdom that cannot be 
mov d; An Inheritance, ſuch as never was on Earth; 
no, not in Canaan; no, not in Eden itſeli; incorrup- 1 Pet. 
tible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reſerv'd in“ + 
Heaven for all Obedient Believers; the Proſpect 
of which, is now a ſufficient Balance ; and the 
Enjoyment of which, will then be an abundant 
Recompence of all their Services, Sufferings, 
and Selt-denials ; all their Toils, all their Griefs, 
all their Loſſes, Heaven will make amends 


for all. * Me And 
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And do we indeed believe this? Why then are 
we ſo careleſs to make ſure our Title to this Hap- 
pineſs? Why do we take ſo little pains to work 
out our Salvation? Why do we ſo cagerly purſue 
the good things of this World, as it they were 
the buit Things, and reſt in them as if they were 
our Portion and our Heritage for ever ? Have 
we any good Hope, through Grace, of this Hap- 
pineſs, why then do we go mourning from Day 
to Day under the Burthen of worldly Croſſes, as 
if the Glory to be revealed, had not enough in it 


to countervail the Sufferings of this preſent time? 


Let the Experiences of the Saints, who have not 
only been kept from fainting by believing that they 
PC. 27. ſhall ſee the Goodneſs of the Lord in that Land of the 


Living, but in the Proſpect of it, have been en- 


abied to rejozee in Tribulation, direct and encou- 

rage us to bui.d our Hope on the fame Foundati- 

on, and draw our Joy from the ſame Fountain. 
Thirdly, "i hat our preſent State is a State of Ex- 


effatiom; even tne Greate 


and Beſt Saints in 


this World, are {till Jooking for ſomething yet 
to come, which will make them Greater and Bet- 


Ter. 


T'is certainly true, we are not yet enter d into 


Re, we ard not at Home; How well ſoever it 
is Wich us in this Worid, and how eaſy, ſoever, 
and well-pleasd we are in our preſent State, 
there is {till foracthing we are to /cok for, and 
wait for ; ſomething above this World, tome- 
thing beyond it: The Beſt are nor fo Holy as they 
Phil. Would be, nor reckon themſelves to have artain: 
3. 13, ed, or to be already perfect; but they are ſtill 
preſſing forwards towards the Mark : The moſt 
comforted, are not ſo Happy as they would be, 
and expect to be, en that which 1 perfect is 


come. 


They 


that deal with GOD, deal upon 


ITruſt, for ſomething out of fight and in Reverſion 
after one Life; and muſt wait till the Harveſt 
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for the return of their Seed, and till the Even- 
ing for the Reward of their Work, not of Debt, 
but of Free-Grace. 

Wich what a generous Contempt ſhould we look 
down upon the Body and the World, if this Truth 
were duly conſider d? What hawe we here? And 
whom bade we here? that we ſhould call this 
our Reſt. "Tho' the Human Soul is conſcious to 
itſelf of an innate Inclination to its Body, yet the 
ſanctify d Soul being touch'd with the Loadſtone 
of Divine Love is conſcious to itſelf of a predo- 
minant Inclination to its G O D, and its Kindred 
in the Upper-World, and therefore even in the 
Body, when it acts like itſelf, and agreeable to 
the Principles of its New Nature, it complains 
it is not in its Centre, in its Element; it is not 
what it would be, nor here it would be: Inſtead of 
repoſing itſelf and being pleas d, it groans, being 
burtben d, longing to be abſent from the Bedy, as 
well as it loves it, that it may be preſent with the 
Lord. The Delights of Senſe, and all the Amuſe— 
ments and Entertainments this Earth can afford, 
are the deſpis'd Crowds through whieh the Soul, 
thus big with Expectation, preſſeth forward in 
purſuit of everlaſting Joys. Even holy Ordi- 
nances, tho' a Day in them is better than a thou- 
ſand elſewhere on Earth, yet they are but the 
High-ways through which we paſs along to this 
Eternal Life, and go Fom ſtrength to ſtrength, till 
we appear before God in the Heavenly Feruſalem : 
They are but Means in order ro 2 further Eu, 
in the uſe of which we are ſtill looking, ſtill h. 
ing for the Conſolation of Iſrael. 


This Faithful Servant of GOD was much in this' 


expecting Frame, that Text on which he preach'd 
at my Father's Funeral almoſt 12 Years ago, he 


ſeem'd to have much upon his Heart, and oft Rom. 
repeated it, Ve which have the Firſt-fruits of the 8. 23. 


B 4 ; Spirit, 
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Spirit, even we aurſelves groan within ourſelves, 
waiting for the Adoption. And the laſt Sermon he 
preach'd the Day before he ſicken'd, and not 20 
Days before his Death was to the ſame Purpoſe, 
on thoſe Words of the lamenting Prophet, I is 
good that a Man ſhould both hope and quietly ait for 
the Salvation of the Lord ; I perceive by the Notes 
ot it, it was newly mcditated ; he intimates to- 
wards the Cloſe, that he had been upheld many Years 
by that Hoping, and quict Waiting for Divine 
Salvation, and had found Peace, and holy Security 
in that »ay ; and his Notes conclude with Hab. 2. 
?, 4. ThelViſion 1 for an appointed time, and at the 
end it ſhall ſpeak, and ſhall not lye ; tho it tarry, wait 
for it; becauſe it will ſurely come, it will not tarry. 
Thus did he encourage his own Faith and Pati- 
ence to hold out yet a little while; and his laſt 
Breath here, concurr'd with that of the dying Pa- 
triarch, when he was bleſſing his Sons, I have 
waited for thy Salvation, O Lord. 

Fourthly, That we have all need of Divine Mercy, 
are for ever undone without it, and muſt depend upon 
that for all the Good we hope for, here or hereafter. We 
muſt never expect Life, much leſs Eternal Life, but 
through Mercy, infinite Mercy. We all he at God's 
Mercy, he has all the Advantages both of Law and 
Strength againſt us, our Deſtruction would be no 
Wrong or Injuſtice to us, no Difficulty or Loſs to 
him: We are Sinners, miſerable Sinners;are charg'd 
with Guilt, and cannot deny the Charge, cannor 
confeſs and juſtify, cannot give ſecurity to an- 
ſwer the Law; nor have we any Arts to evade 
either its Cognizance, or its Sentence; we have 
no Plea to put in that will ſtand us in any ſtead ; 
Tho' we thought ourſelves righteous, yet durſt we 
not anſauen; for GOD knows that ill by us which 


Jab. 9. we know not by ourſelves, and therefore we muſt 


15. 


make Supplication ta our Fudge, and caſt ourſelves 
intirely 
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intirely upon his Mercy; which we need not be 
afraid to do, for he has proclaim'd his Name Gra- 
cious and Merciful, and is particularly pleas d with 

| choſe that hope in his Mercy, and in obedience Fl 
to his Will humbly refer themſelves to it. 

All our Comfort and Happineſs we muſt look 
for from the Mercy of GO D, that Mercy which 
is ſo oft {aid to endure for ever, becauſe the Fruits 
of it are everlaſting. The choſen Veſſels are ſaid 
| to be Veſſels of Mercy; And the People that are 
taken into Covenant with GOD, arc ſaid to - Rom. 
| rain Mercy. "Tis according to his Mercy, that he 7g 3: 


' 1 Per. 
hath ſaved us, and hath begotten us again to a live- , 10. 


ly Hope. Bleiled Paul himſelf attributes both his Tir. 3. 


Fidelity, and his Conſtancy to Divine Mercy; 1 5: 
obtain d Mercy of the Lord to be faithful; and as we * Pet. 


| Y = 1. 3. 
have recen d Mercy we f:int not. Thus even the , Cor. 


New Teſtament which brings in the Everlaſtint 7. 25. 
Righteouſneſs, yet teachetlii us ſtill to have an Eye 2 Cor 


to Everlaſting Mercy, for Pardon, and Peace for Fuxe 


Grace and Glory. The poor Publican's Praycr, 18. 13 


God be merciful to me a Sinner, is what the beſt 
Saints have ſet their heartieſt Amen to, and have 
bleſſed GOD, that we find it upon Record in 
the Goſpels as an anſwer'd Prayer, and that he 
that pray'd it with a humble, broken, penitent 
and obedient Heart ent to his Houſe juſtified. 
Thus this good Man finiſh'd his Courſe, under 
a deep Senſe of his need of the Mercy of GOD. 
I ſhall not forget with what Solemnity he ſaid 
to me, When I was with him a few Days before 
ne dy'd, and he was ſo weak, that he could ſay 
but little; Here I lye endea vouring to renew my Re- 
pentance for all my Sins, from my beginning to this 
Day, and I would not think, that my Weakneſs and 
l!neſs ſhould excuſe me from the Exerciſe of Repentance. 
d when I was praying by him, that GOD 
would ſupport and ſtrengthen him, he ſoftly put 
me 
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me in mind to pray, that his ſins might be forgiven 
him. Tis related, both of St. Auſtin, and of 
Arch-Biſhop Uſher ; thoſe two great Men in their 
Day, that on their Death-beds they lamented 
their ſins of Omiſſion. Thoſe who thus humble 
themſelves ſhall be exalted. 

Fiſthly, That it is only from Chriſt, and through 
Chriſt, and in Chriſt ; that we poor Sinners can hope 
to find Mercy. The Mercy we muſt be ſav'd by, 
if we be ſav'd, is the Mercy of our Lord Feſus 
Chrift ; tis that we mult have an Eye to, tis that 
we muſt depend upon for Eternal Life : Mercy 
put into the Hand of a Mcdiatour, procur'd by 
him for us, coricrr'd by him upon us; He re- 
ceia d the Gifts of Mercy for Men, He gave the 
Gifts of Mercy to Men, cven the Rebellious. The 
Father hath ſet him ar his Right-Hand ; for by 
him he reacheth forth his Mercy to the Children 
of Men, and he is ſo intirely intruſted with the 
Diſpoſal, that it is call'd his Mercy. 

The Mercy of Chriſt appears very illuſtrious 
in his whole Undertaking from firſt to laſt; 
"T'was in his Love, and in his Pity that he redeem d 
us, that he took'rhis Ruin under his Hand : He aſ- 
ſum'd our Nature, that he might be touch'd with 
a compa/lionate feeling of cur Infirmities. All his 
Miracles were Acts of Mercy as well as Ads 
of Power, and Inſtances of his Kindneſs and 


 Goog-will towards Men, All the Invitations he 
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gave to poor Sinners to come to him, and 
the Promiles he has made for their Encourage: 
ment are the Breathings of his Mercy. In all 
his Offices, his Mercy ſhines: Is he a Prophet! 
He can have compaſſion on the Tenerant ; and they 
that learn of him, will find him meek and do. | 
he a Prieſt? He is a AMerciful as well as Faithful 
High-Prieſt: Is he a King? He comes to us meek 
gnd baving Salvation Tis the Mercy of 2 Re- 

cent 
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| deemer that runs through the whole Work of 
Redemption, and is the Support and Joy of the 


Redeemed. The Apoſtle ſpeaks of the Meekrneſs 2 Cor. 
and Gentleneſs of Chriſt, as one of the moſt preci- 10. 1. 


| ous and powerful Conſiderations with all good 


Chriſtians, by which they ought to be influenc'd 


as much as by any thing. 


The great Deſign of the Goſpel is to exalt 


| Chriſt, by ſhewing, that all the Favours we are 
| now to expect from GOD paſs through his 
Hands; and we are beholden to him for them. 
| 'Tis through his Blood, that we receive forgiveneſs 
| of Sins; He is our Peace, and from his Fulneſs we 


receive Grace for Grace. The Father has commit- 

ted not only all fudgment, but all Mercy to the 

Son, that all Men might honour the Son; by apply- 

ing themſelves to him and reſting on him; to 
whom the Father has given Power over all Fleſh, 1 
on purpole, that he might give Eternal Life; and Jo * 
all the Preparatives for it, and Earneſts of it zo 

as many as were given him. Would we receive Mer- 

cy, we muſt go to CHRIST for it; for he x 

All in All. All our Springs are in him, and we 

muſt acknowledge our Obligations not only to 

his Merit, but to his Mercy; and that great Love 
wherewith he loved us; For tis owing to his rich 
Mercy,that we have Intereſt in his Merit, and Be- 

nefit by it, and this we ought to be made more 

and more ſenſible of that we may find ourſelves 

tor. ever engag'd to love him, and live to him ; 
and to caſt all our Crowns at his Feet. Thus is 
Boaſting effectually excluded, and all Heſh forbid- 

den to glory in his Preſence. It is of the Lord's Mer- 

cies, the Lord CHRIST's Mercics that we are 

not conſum'd, that we are not Fire- brands in Hell, L 
and tis becauſe his Compaſſions fail not, and are .,*\: 


* NN 3. 23. 
new every Morning, that we continue hitherto, * 


that we are ſupported unde our Burthens ; _ 
Es ET bi orted 
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forted in our Sorrows, have our daily Infirmitics 
pardond, and the willingneſs of the Spirit ac- 
cepted, notwithſtanding the weakneſs of the 
Fleſh : And if ever we get to Heaven, that muſt 
be call'd the Mercy of our Lord Feſus Chrift, which 
will eternally mind the glority'd Saints how i 
ſerable they had been if C H RIS J had not ſtood 
their Friend. The beſt Man in the World when 
he comes to have his everlaſting State determin'd, 
will certainly be undone if CHRIST be not 
merciful to him. And therefore St. Paul prays 
for Oneſiphorus, who by his Charity had lent to 
the LORD, not that he might have Juſtice 
done him, bur that he might find Mercy of the Lord 
in that Day. If the merciful be bleſſed, tis not be- 
cauſe they are Men of Merit, but becauſe they 
obtain Mercy with the Lord JESUS; Son of Da- 
vid, have mercy on us; Jeſus Maſter, have mercy on 
«5; muſt be the Breathings of our Souls, even to 
the laſt ; living, dying, and in the Judgment. 

This was it that our deceas'd Father was full 
of : To him tolive was CHRIST ; the Mercy of 
CHRIST, and the Merit of CHRIST: *T'was 
but a few Weeks before he dy'd, that he gave 
this Theſis to a Candidate for the Miniſtry, to 
be maintain'd at his Tryal for his Ordination, Ju- 
ft.tia qua coram Deo ſiſtimus ei Fuſtitia Chriſti Me- 
diatoris, and expreſs'd himſelf much affected with 
ic. That we cannot appear before GOD in any 
Righteouſneſs of our own, but CHRIST's Me- 
rit, is our only Righteouſneſs, and for that we 
are ever indebted to his Mercy. None but Chriſt ; 
none but Chri i. 

Sixtbly, That the Mercy of our Lord Feſus Chriſ 
is as neceſſary to the finiſhing of the Work f, our Sal- 
vation, as it was to the beginning of it. We not 
only receive the Mercy of CHKIST in our Ju- 


ſtification, Sanctification and preſent Comprar 
ut 
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BY 


depend upon that to bring us to Heaven, to pre- 2 Tim. 
ſerve us to that Kingdom, and to preſent us fault- 4 : 8. 
leſs before the Preſence of bis Glory with exceeding” ® 


24. 
0). 
Chriſt's Mercy may be lool for even to Eter- John 
val Life; for whom he loves, he loves to the end, 
loves them into Heaven that World of Everla- 


{ting Love; for his Gifts and Callings are without 
| Repentance. The Veſlels of Mercy ſhall be Veſ- 
ſels of Honor; and tho' they commit Iniquity, * 0 
they ſhall be brought to Repentance, ſo that?“ 
| Mercy ſhall not depart from them. Grace in the 

Soul is the Work of God's own Hands, which he Palm 
vill not forſake, becauſe his Mercy endures for 138. 8. 


ever, and he will perfect that which concerns us. 
As for God his Work is perfect; it began in 
meer Mercy, reſcuing a Malefactor from Death, 
but thac Mercy will proceed till it Crowns a 
Friend and Favourite with endleſs Glory. This 
Day thou ſhalt be with me in Paradice. 

Let this Mercy theretore be depended upon to 
the laſt, and let us have our Eye ever towards 
it ; let not the ſtrongeſt and moſt experienc'd 
Chriſtians think their own Hands ſufficient for 
them, or imagine that it Chriſt's Mercy will 
but help them ſo far, they can then ſhift for 
themſelves; no, if that Mercy be not drawn 
out to Eternal Life we are undone. If the ſame 
that is the Author, be not the Finiſher of our Faith 
and Hope, they will never be perfected in Viſi- 


on, and Fruition. It Goodneſs and Mercy do not FAB 


ollow us all our Days, even to the laſt, we ſhall 15 
never reach to dwell in the Houſe of the Lord. To 

it therefore let us commit the great Truſt, a- 
eainf that Day, and depend upon the ſame kind 
and mighty Hand that laid the Foundation of 
chis great Work, and faſten'd the ne 
0 
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Zech. of it at length to bring forth the Top-ſtone with 

4.7. ſhoutings, and Eternity itſelf will be ſhort enough 
to be ſpent in crying, Grace, Grace to it. 

C And thus I have briefly couch'd upon thoſe 
great Truths, to which it ſhould ſeem this faith- 
ful Witneſs deſign'd to bear his dying Teſtimo- 
ny in chuſing this Text, and we know that hi 
witneſs is true, and IJ hope we believe, not for 
his ſaying only, but that we have heard them 
our ſelves, taſted the Sweetneſs, and felt the 
Power of them in our own Hearts, Which is the 
moſt convincing Evidence to us of the Truth of 
em. 

But if indeed we receive cheſe Truths in the 
Light and Love of them. 
1. Let us bleſs God, that they are ſo clearly 
revcal'd to us in the Scripture. Bleſſed are our 
Eyes for they ſee the joyful Light, our Ears for 
they hear the joyful found of Chrift and Hea- 
Luke ven, things not only hid from the wiſe and pri 
10. 21, dent that deſpis d them, but from Prophets and 
*4- Kings that deſir'd to ſee them, and might not. 
Bleis God that we ſee Eternal Life ſet before us, 
and not ſet out of our reach, while we ſee 
Chrift undertaking for us, able to ſave to the 
uttermoſt, and as willing as he is able. 

Let us therefore give Diligence to get the 
Knowledge of theſe great Things, and grow in 
our Acquaintance with them: Let us more firm- 
ly believe the Geſpel-Doctrines concerning 
Chriſt and Heaven, for they are faithful Sayings, 
and more familiarly converſe with them, for 
they are worthy of all Acceptation. Let Men o. 
Learning learn Chriſt; let Men of Bufinefs un- 
derſtand this Buſineſs ; for without this the 
learnedſt Men at their end will be Fools; and the 
richeſt Men at their end will be Beggars, Beg. 
gars in vain. The Goſpel of Chriſt is the {amt 


ft 
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to the Wiſe and the Unwile, to the Greek and the 
Barbarian. The greateſt Wits and Stateſmen are 
not above the Knowledge of CHRIST and 
Heaven, and that Knowledge is not above the 
Capacity of the meaneſt that ſeek it faithfully. Den 
Ser your Hearts therefore unio all the words which are * = 
teſtified among you this Day, for believe it, they 
matters of Life and Death. 
| 2. Let us bleſs GOD that they are ſo well atreſt- 
| ed by the Experiences of Wiſe and Good Men. 
WW 10 or Faith ſtands not upon any Humane Te- 
MW ftimony, yet it is an Encouragement to us to 
venture our Souls uponthe ſame bottom, that ſo 
many have to their unſpeakable Satisfaction, 
ventur'd theirs : Some that have travers'd the vaſt 
Region of Human Learning, have own'd with 
Solomon, that the increaſe of it, has been but the 
| increaſe of Sorrow, and they have found no 
MM crue Joy, but in the Doctrine of CHRIST. 
ur. Selden was confeſſedly, one of the greateſt 
Scholars of his Age, and on his Death-bed ex- 
+ preſs'd himſelf to this purpoſe to Archbiſhop i fl 
Uher: That he had in his time taken a great hi 
| 


deal of pains in ſcarching after Knowledge, had 
ſurvey d moſt parts of the Learning of the Sons Lloyds 
of Men; but in all the Books and Manuſcripts "3" 
he was Maſter of, he found nothing wherein he % | 
could reſt his Soul, ſave the Holy Scripture, and 
that Paſſage was eſpecially comfortable to 
him, The Grace of God which bringeth Salvation, 1 
bath appeared to all Men, teaching us, to deny it. 2. | 
Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, and to live Soberly, (5, 12. it 
Righteouſly and Godly in this preſent World, looking 9 
for the bleſſed Hope. Me have now parted with | 0 
One that was as well acquainted with Books and 
Men, and had improv'd as much by that Ac- 
quaintance, as perhaps any Man I even knew; 
yer he counts all but Los, that he may know 
| Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, and win Chriſt, and be found in him; and | 
that which you ſec gave him the greateſt Satiſ- tal 
faction in his Dying- moments, was an Expecta- ÞÞ © 
tion of rhe Mercy of our Lord Feſus Chriſt unto E- 
ternal Life. | 

Look upon it as the "Teſtimony of a Miniſter, : 
who has often in CHR IS'T's Nu»me call'd up- fine 
on you to lay hold on Eternal Life; and to make 
that ſure : Now youſze he urg'd you to nothing 1 
elſe, but what he did himſelf: IIe directed you IIe 
to CHRIS T and his Mercy, and there he re- 80 
pos'd himſelf. Therefore the Miniitry is com- 
mitted to Men like ourſelves, becauſe they hav- 
ing Souls to ſave as well as we, we may hope, I y 
they will deal for our Souls as for their own, : 
and direct us to build upon no other Foundation I 
than what they themſelves build upon; and will F , 
ſpeak, what they themſelves have fcen, and te- 5 


{tify what they bave themſcives known. Your 1 
Miniſters that are gone, embark'd for another "a 
World in the ſame Botrom which they have of- oy 

ten perſuaded you to embark in, and have there- 1 | 

by ſhew'd they were in carneſt with you. i 

But if we receive the Witneis of Men, the 5 
Witneſs of GOD is grœater; Men may be de- 5 
ceiv'd, but GOD cannot: by Faith receive his he 

1 Teſtimony, and fo ſct to your Seal that He is of 
Tn 8 true: And this is the Record, cis the Sum Total J . 


which all T have ſaid amounts to, That God hath th. 
given us Eternal Life, and this Life is in his Son. 

Secondly, I come now to conſider this Text as p, 
recommended to us with deſign not only to ex- ha 
preſs the workings of his Heart towards CHRIST JF, 
and Heaven, bur to impreſs tu like workings on 


> in 
our Hearts. And ſo the Words come in here as 80 
an Exhortation to this Duty of Looking for the I ©. 


mercy. of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The former is in be 


order to this. They who have themſelves 
taſted 
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| taſted of the Mercy and Grace of CHRIST, 


cannot but deſire that others alſo may taſt of it. 
True Grace hates Monopolies, and deſires not 
to eat its Moriels alone. Sinners entice you to caſt 
in your Lot among them, and tell you, you ſhal; Prov. r. 
find all precious ſubſtance, and fill your houſes with 1% 14 
{poil; But they lay wait for their own blood, and 
their End will certainly be bitter as Wormwood ; 
Hearken to the Invitations of the Sous and Heirs 
of Heaven, and be perſuaded to caſt in your Lot a- 
mong them, for yet there is room; In CHRINT and 
Eternal Life, there's enough for all, encugh for 
euch, enough for you, and you will all be welcome. 
| Your Decealed Paſtor was himſelf ſo fully con- 
vinc'd of the Reality and Certainty of unſeen 
| Things, that he earneſtly deſir d you alſo might 
be convinc'd of them, and that none of you 
might periſh in Ignorance and Unb<clict con- 
cerning them. He had ſuch Pleaſure in looking 
for this Eternal Life, and ſuch Satisfaction in 
relying on CHRIST for it, that he wiſh'd you 
the ſame Pleaſure, the ſame Satisfaction. Tt 
yielded him ſolid ſubſtantial Comfort on his 
Death-bed, which renew'd the inward Man, even 
then when the outward Man was decaying. Then, cor. | 
he ſaid with thankfulneſs, that through the Grace 4. 16. | 
of GOP, he had abundance of peace; and that his 4 
Heart was as full of Joy as it could hold. Let lf 
this incourage you to follow him and others, who | 4 
are now through Faith and Patience, inberiting the | 
8 Promiſes. He had Hope in his Death, and you | 
have reaſon to think, he is now Happy ; be you i 
holy, and you ſhall be happy too. Heaven is not 0 
intended only for good Miniſters, but for all 1 
good Chriſtians that now have their Converſati- | li; 
on in Heaven. The Crown of Righteouſneſs ſhall | | | 
| 


be given, no onlyto ſuch great Men as St. Paul {| 
C Was, * 
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was, but to all theſe that love Chriſt's appearing ; 
that love his fir/# appearing, and are thankful 4 
it ; his ſecond appearing, and long for it. CHRIST 
has open'd the Kingdom of Heaven to all Believers, 
and excluded none, that do not exclude them- 
ſelves; Put in for it therefore, and reſolve not to 


take up ſhort of it. Would you dye the Death of 


the Righteous ? live their Life: Would you have 


your lat End like theirs ? Let your preſent Way 


be like theirs, Follow their Faith, who made Chriſt 
the End of their Converſation, who what he was 
to them Yeſterday, will be the ſame to us to Day, 
and to them and us for ever. Whatever you heard 
or ſaw in your aged Miniſter that was Inſtru- 
ctive and Exemplary, tranſcribe it into your 
own Hearts and Lives, and thus let him till live 
among you ; and then Death which has parted 
him from you a while, to make you amends, will 
ſhortly fetch you to him. 

When he order'd that this Text ſhould be 
preach'd upon at his Funeral, he withal gave di- 
rection, that I ſhould take ſome notice of the 
fore-going Words, and obſerve ſomething from 
them, for your Inſtruction. And, I think, this 
will be the moſt proper Place to do it in order to 
your attaining a well- grounded Hope of Eternal 
Life. The Context is this, v. 20, 21. But, ye, 
beloved building up yourſelves on your moſt holy Faith, 
praying in the Holy Ghoſt, Keep yourſelves in the 
Lowe of God ; and then continue looking for the Mer- 
cy of our Lord Feſus Chriſt unto Eternal Life. From 
all which, 1 ſhall now in the cloſe, give you 
ſome Directions, and I beſeech you, ſuffer the Word 
of Exhortation, and ſubmit to it. Now tho' Pro- 
vidence hath prepar'd the Ground, (and thoſe 
Hearts are hard indeed, that will not be ſfoften'd 
by the Death of Two ſuch Miniſters fo near to- 
gether) I would hope, the Seed of the Word might 
take Root, and bring forth Fruit, Firſt, 
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41. 
Firſt, Lay a good Foundation in Holy Faith, and | | 


* the Love of God. This is ſuppos'd in thoſe Ex- 1 


hortations to build up our ſelves on our moſt Holy 
Faith, and to keep ourſelves in the Lowe of God. 
See that you be well principled, that the Rot of Job 19 


= the Matter be found in you, elſe you cannot be 8. 


brace it, rely upon it; be deliver'd into it as 


Prieſt, and King, and reſign yourſclves to him 


Frith. The Doctrine we believe is Holy, ict 


Satan, realizeth unſeen Things, eſtabliſheth the 
Heart, and keeps us from fainting ; either Cir- Gal. 5. 
cumciſion avails any Thing, nor Uncircumciſion, but 1 

this Holy Faith is all in all. We have no Bene- | 
fit by Divine Revelation, that great Bleſſing of | 


mixed with Faith. 4. 2» 


fruitful in the Fruits of Righteouſneſs. Let our 


Hol) Faith in Chriſt lead us to the Love of God, 0 
as reconcil'd to us through him. f 


Firmly believe the Doctrine of CHRIST, em- 


into a mold; receive the Impreſſions of it, and 
ſubmit to the commanding conſtraining Pow- 
cr of it. Let your Faith particularly receive 
CHRIST, and reſt upon him as your Prophet, 


to be rul'd, and taught, and ſaved by him. Let 
it be a Faith unfeigned, and not a bare Profe ſſion, 
a Faith that purifics the Heart, then it is a Holy 


us be ſanctified by it. "Tis Faith chat over- 
comes the World, quencheth the hery Darts of 


the World, without Faith, no more than we 
have by the Light of the Sun without Eyes. i 
The Word preached will not profit, if it be not Heb. | 


Let this Faith Fork by Love, ſuch a reigning 
Love of GOD in your Hearts, as will eat out all 
lintul Self-love, and the Love of the World, and 
will kindle in you a Holy Fire of Devotion to 
GOD, and Zeal for his Honor in every Thing ; 
luch a Love as will make the keeping of all his 
Commandments eaſie to you, and particularly 

f - that 
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that of Brotherly Love; get this Lowe ſhed abroad 
in your Hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, and do all you do 
in Religion from that Principle. 
Secondly, Build npon this Foundation, elſe in 
vain was the Foundation laid. Ye beloved, who 
Ver. have eſcap'd the Snares of the Scorners, he is 
18, 19. ſpeaking of in the Verſes before, and are conten. 
Ver. 3. ding for the Faith once delivered to the Saints, think 
it not enongh, that you have and hold the true 
Religion, but be ſtill building up yourſelves on 
your moſt Holy Faith. 
Proceed pon the good Principles that through 
Grace are laid, and act in Conformity to them, 
as thoſe that in all you ſay and do are govern'd 
by Conſcience, and the Fear and Love of; 
GOD. Proceed in the good Practiſes you have] 
Gal. 6. begun, and never grow weary of ell doing. 
4 You have ſtill need of Helps for your Souls, bleſs 
G OD there are ſuch to be had who will build, 
and will help you to build up yourſelves upon 
the good Foundations of Faith and Love, which 
your Miniſters that are gone have laid among 
Cu. 
: Go forth therefore, and go on in the Strength of 
CHRIST, in the Work and Warfare of your! 
Chriſtianty. Be daily improving in Knowledge, 
in Wiſdom, in every Grace, and reckon not 
oo” oaks to have apprehended. You have daily 
eſſons to learn, be getting forward in your e 
Learning: Daily Work to do, be ſtill doing it, 
and rid ground in your Journey Heaven-wards J. 
Have you begun well? Let nothing hinder you; Þ P 
John Have you gone on well hitherto? Loſe not the p 
. Things which you have wrought, the Things which 11 
you have gain d. We are clogg'd with ſo many te 
Corruptions, and ſurrounded with ſo many «© 
Temptations, that if we do not get ground, we tc 
certainly loſe ground; like a Boat on the Rival 
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if it be not row'd up the Stream, it will of it 
ſelf go down the Stream. Non progredi eſt regre- 
di. Aim high therefore, and Preſs forward ; 
having ſuch a prize ſet before you, run with 
Patience the Race ſet before you. Hold faſt 


CHRIST as the Foundation, which will 
ſtand the Storm, and then carry your Building as 


high as Heaven above the Storm. Let your Mot- 
to be Plas ultra. 

Thirdly, Be conſtant and inward with GOD in 
Prayer. Would you build up your ſelves on your 


' moſt Holy Faith, pray much, and pray in the Ho- 
IV Ghoſt, for except the Lord build the ſpiritual 


Houſe, they labour in vain that build it. We can 
do nothing for ourſelves of ourſelves, but all our 
Sufficiency is of God, to him therefore we muſt 


- continually apply ourſelves; He hath promis d 
Grace to help in every time of Need, but he will for Ezek. 
this be enquir'd of by the Houſe of Iſrael. Ask and 36.37. 


it ſhall be given you, not otherwiſe: Ask in 
Faith, ask in Earneſt, act and ſeek by Endea- 
vour, ask and knock with Conſtancy and Impor- 
tunity; as becomes Facob's Seed, and Jacob's 


' GOD will not let it be in wais. By Prayer 
* give Glory to GOD, and then you may expect 


to receive Grace from him, and would be every 
way better did you pray more, and more to the 


; Purpoſe. Let all your Comforts draw yow, and 
| all your Croſſes drive you to your Knees, and 
| eſpecially let your Deficiencies in Faith engage 
you to pray for the Increaſe of it, and the fulfil- 


ling of the Work of Faith with Power. You would 
Profit more by the Word of Faith, it you did 
pray more for a Blefling upon it. You will not 
ſit down to Meat, why then will you ſit down 
to a Sermon, the Food of your Souls without 
craving a Bleſſing. Praying contributes no leſs 
to our Edification in Faith, than Hearing doth, 
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look what more, far it engageth GOD on out 
tide. 

And whenever you pray, ſee that it be in the 
Holy Ghoſt; pray, under the Spirits influence 


and Operation, who maketh Interceſſion in us, 
- and heips our praying Infirmities. Let your Spi- 


rits be employ d in the Duty, and in order there- 
unto ſee it neceflary to depend upon G O D's 
Spirit. Tis not his Inſpiration, as a Spirit of 
Prophecy that we are to expect, but his Con- 
duct and Strength, his Light and Heat, as a 
Spirit of Adoption, a Spirit of Grace and Suppli- 
cation. 

Fourthly, Take heed of every thing that tends to 
quench the Fire of Holy Love, and would caſt you 
out of GO D's Fawour. This is intended in that 
Branch of the Exhortation, Keep gourſelves in the 
Love of GOD. We muſt not only Pray, but 
Watch, and make it our conſtant Care and En- 
deavour to preſerve both the good Work of GO D 
in us, and the good Will of GO D towards us. 

Let us keep ourſelves in Love with G OD, as 
the moſt beautiful Being and the moſt bountiful 
Benefactor. Take heed of every Thing, that 
would hinder the Operations of this Love. Let 
not the Pleaſures of a proſperous Condition draw 
off your Love from GOD, nor divert it to lying 
Vanities : Nor let the Sorrows of an afflicted 
Condition cool your Love towards GOD, nor 
occaſion you to entertain any hard Thoughts of 
him. The Love of GOD is thar Fire on the 
Altar, with which all our Sacrifices muſt be kin- 
dled ; let it not go out for want of being blown, 
and ſtirrd up by pious and devout Meditations on 
the Grace of GOD, which are the Fuel of pi- 
ous and devout Affections. | 

Ler us keep our Intereſt in the Lowe of GOD, 
and beware of ſaying or doing any thing to 5 
. 8 YER fin it 
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feitit. Has GOD graciouſly condeſcended to 1 
take you into Covenant and Communion with by 
himſelf, be ſure you keep his Commandments, that John 1 
you may abide in his Love ; and may not loſe or "FTI 
leſſen your Intereſt in him. Carefully avoid Sin, 
all appearances of it, and approaches to it for 
fear of offending G O D, and incurring his 
Diſpleaſure. You are upon your good Beha- 
viour, fee that you behave yourſelves well, that 
no Man take your Crown. It you throw yourſelves 
out of GOD's Love, to whom will you berake 
yourſelves? You have loſt your beſt Friend, 
have made him your Enemy, and who then 
can befriend you? Be ſollicitous therefore to 
pleaſe GOD, and let it be the top of your Am- 
bition to be accepted of him. Keep in the way = Cor, 
of your Duty: Keep cloſe to Holy Ordinances, 5. 9- 
and live in Brotherly Love, then you keep your- 
ſelves in the Love of GO D. 
Keep one another in the Love of GOD; lo it 
may be read; Watch over one another; Edihe t,, 
one another; do all you can to prevent others 
from falling into Sin, and to recover them from 
it; to provoke one another to Love and to good Heb. 
Works, and not to provoke one anothers Paſſi- “ 3+ It 
ons; let Hand join in Hand to promote every yl 
Thing that's good, that you may ſtrengthen and ih 
encourage one another in all the Inſtances of iÞ 
Holy Love, and ſo may keep one another in the l 
Love of GOD : "Twas Cain that ſaid, Am I my 
Brother's keeper. ; 0 
Fifthly, Lay hold on Eternal Life; tis ſet be- Tim. 0 
fore you not only as the viſible Heavens to bee 'l 
look'd upon, but as a Prize to be run for, and 
fought for: Tis offer'd to you; it may be yours 
upon very eaſie Terms, it will be your's unleſs 
you put it away from you. Many a time you As 
have had the offers of it made you, and now 23: 46. 
C 4 once 
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once more: Give not ſleep to your Eyes, nor t 
{lumber to your Eye-lids, till you have through 
Grace made ſure your Title to it. Believe the Re- { 
alicy of it; Prefer it before all the Delights of t 
Senſe and Time: Conſent to the Conditions up- [ 
on which it is ofter'd : Be willing to part with | 
all tor it: Set your Hearts upon it, and keep it ( 
always in your Eye. 0 
"Tis Life (my Brethren) 'tis the Life of your 
Souls, cis Eternal Lite that you are urg'd to lay 
hold on. A Lite on 'tother fide Death; but a Life i 
that has no Death on other ſide it. Your pre- 6 
ſent Lives are ding Lives, and ſo are the Lives 
of all your Friends; the Lives of your Miniſters, 8 
you ſee are fo: We cannot take any faſt hold of | 
this Lite, or of any of the Enjoyments of it: 
Place your Happineſs therefore in Eternal Life,! 
ſeck and ſecure it there. Your Miniſters that! 
preach'd to you rhe Words of that Life, are one al- 
ter another gone before you to the enjoyment of 
it: Let their Death do that which their Lite | 
þ 
( 


has not done, to draw your Hearts upwards, up- 

wards towards GOD ; forwards, forwards to- 
wards Heaven. IH 
Sixthly, Let Feſus Chriſt be All in All to gon. 
In every thing wherein you have to do with 

. GO D, depend upon be Mercy of our Lord Feſus 

Chriſt ;and in all things let him have the prehe- 

minence with you. Remember, you are Chri- 

ſtians; but in vain are you call'd fo, if you reſt in 

meer Natural Religion, and reliſh not the truth, 

40 it is in Feſus. If CHRIST be of xo account 

| Gal. 5. with you, Chriſt will be of no effect to you ; and 

4+ then you are undone. It you leave CHRIST 

out of your Gaps who is indeed the Alpba 

and the Omega of it, what Comfort can you find 

in it? What Benctic can you expect from it here 

or hergaiter? It you look for that in Tarte 

tal 
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that Righteouſneſs, and that Strength, which is to 
be had in CHRIST only, you muſt thank your 
ſelves when the Diſappointment proves fatal. He 
that is ſinking, if he embrace himſelf, periſheth ; 
but if he lays hold on the Hand reach'd out to 
him, he may be help'd. You are Diſciples of 
CHRIST, devoted to CHRIST, Dependants 


on CHRIST, As therefore you have received him, Col. 2. 
ſo walk in him: you have need of him daily,“ 


make daily uſe of him. He is the true Chriſti- 


an, in whom Chriſt is formed, and he thegrowing _ * 
Chriſtian, that grows up into Chriſt in all things. Eph. 4. 
Your Miniſters were of St. Paul's Spirit, to 15. 


them to live was Chriſt, to preach CHRIST ; 
nor did they deſire to know any thing among 


you, but Feſus Chriſt, and him crucified. Let the Cor. 
ſame mind therefore be in you, and whatever 2. 2. 
you do in Word or Deed, do all in the Name of the Col. 3. 
Lord Feſus. Live upon the Mercy of CHRIST; 7. 


lee yourſelves loſt without it ; and caſt yourſelves 
upon it: Let thut be your Stay, and ſtay your- 
ſelves upon it; let that be your Comfort, and 
comfort yourſelves with it. Be ready to own your 
Dependance on CHRIST, and your Obligations 
to him, CHRIST is a Chriftian's All, And there- 
fore, bleſſed be GO D fir F ESUS CHRIST. 
Let that be the burthen of every Song. 

Laſtly, Live in the believing Hopes and Expcctati- 
ons of Eteunal Life, through the Mercy of Chriſt. If 
by the Grace of GO D, you have taken ſome 
care, ſome pains to make it ſure, I hope, 1 
ſpeak to many that have done it; take the com- 
fort of it. Be ſtill looking for the Mercy of our 
Lord JESUS CHRIST to Eternal Life; and 
with patience wait for it. Let actual Thoughts 
and Expectations of Eternal Life, be the daily 
Entertainment of your Souls. Look upon it as 
real, as near, as yours ; and pleaſe yourſelves wich 

the 
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the proſpect of it. How often do out fooliſh idle fu 
Fancies build us Caſtles in the Air, and pleaſe 
us with the Imagination of things uncertain, un- 
likely, impoſſible! When at the ſame time, if 
We would ſet our Faith on work, that would 
entertain us with the delightful Contemplation ſb 


of a Real Bliſs, which we ſhall very ſhortly be 75 
in the poſſeſſion of; and which will ſo far ex- Þ © 
ceed our preſent Conceptions of it, that we need | © 
not fear, leſt (as it is with the things of this World) by 
the rais'd Expectation of them, ſhould be a : 
Draw-back upon the Enjoyment of them, and 1 
leſſen the Pleaſure of it. But on the contrary, + 
the more we converſe with it in Faith and Hope, A 
the better prepar'd we ſhall be for it, and the a 

more will the Capacities of the ſanctify'd Soul | © 
be enlarg'dto take in thoſe Joys. What ! Sirs, 1 7 
Do we hope to be in Heaven quickly, to be of 
there eternally ! and yet think ſo ſeldom of it, 5 
and pleaſe ourſelves fo little with the fore-fight 1 
of its Glorics, and the fore-taſte of its Pleaſures! 1 
Let us raiſe our Expectations, for the Things are 0 
neither doubtful, nor diſtant, nor deſpicable; 


but ſure, and great, and very near: And the 
Hope of them, if built on CHRIST, will »o+ |} * 
ma be us aſhamed. | 
Let our Hopes and Expectations of Eternal Life, 
wean us from this World, and take our Aﬀecti- 
ons off from it: What an inconſiderable Point is 
this Earth, to One that has his Converſation in | - 
Cor. Heaven: How triffling are the Things that are ſeen, 
4. 18. that are Temporal and Tranſitory, to One that keeps 
his Eye and Heart on the Things that are not ſcen, 
that are Eternal. Let this Hope purify us from all 
John the Pollutions of Sin, and pacify all the Tumults 
3-3. of our Spirits, that we may be found of Chriſt in 
ace. Let it engage and quicken us to the ut- 
moſt Diligence in the Service of GOD: $a 
Es: ure 


Funeral Sermon. 


fare worth while, to take pains in that Work, 
which no leſs than Eternal Life will be the Re- 


 compence of. Do we hope for the Mercy of 


| Chriſf? Let us then put on, as theEle& of GOD, 
\ Powels of Compoſſion, and upon all occaſions, 
ſhew Mercy, as thole that hope to find Mercy. And 
| lince Temporal Death, muſt be our paſſage to 
this Eternal Lite, let our Expectations of it, not 
only take off the Terror of Death, but make it 
welcome to us, Why ſhould we make any dif- 
ficulty of putting off the earthly Houſe of this Taber- 


nacle, in order to our Removal to the Houſe not 2 Cor. 


43 


made with Hands, Eternal in the Heavens; ra- 8. 4. 


ther let us haſten to mcet with Chœarfulneſs that 
| Meſtenger which will fetch us to Life; tho” it 
come under the Name of Death ; and all the Days 
| of our appointed Time, continue waiting till it come. 
with reterencc to the Burthens and Troubles of 
this Lite, waiting with a holy Patience; and yet 
| with reference to the Joy ſet before us, (if I 
may ſo ſpeak) with a holy Impatience : Why are bis 
| Chariot-wherls ſo long a coming? Let us have our 
Eye to this Eternal Life, when we pray Daily, 
| Father in Heaven, Hallowed be thy Name; Thy 
Kingdom come. 
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Mr. Francis Tallents. 


F my Information be right, his Grandfather was 2 

Frenchman, and was brought over into England by 
Sir Francis Leak, ( whoſe Deſcendants were Lords 
Deincourt, and afterwards Earls of Scarſdale) who did 
honourably for him, becauſe in France upon ſome oc- 
caſion or other, he had been inſtrumental to ſave his 
Life. Patria eſt ubicunque bene eſt. 

Our Mr. 7allents was born in November, 1619. at 2 
little Town call'd Pelſſey, not far off Cheſterfield, in 
Darbyſhire. | 

There is this remarkable concerning his Family; 
that his Parents who were religious good People both 
dy'd, when their Children were very young ; He who 

was the Eldeſt of Six, was then but 

Two Sons and a Fourteen Years of Age; but of all thoſe 

Daughter. Six Children, not one dy'd of above 
Seventy Years after : But (be it ob- 

ſerv'd to the Glory of G OD, as the Orphans G OD, 
whoſe Providence takes up, when Father and Mother 
forſake ) they all livd in Reputation and Comfort, 
were eminently Religious, and conſidering what was 
left among them, wonderfully proſper d in the World. 

His Father's Eldeſt Brother, whoſe Name he bore, 
was a Clergy-man, and was a wiſe and tender Father 
to theſe Orphans; He was firſt Chaplain co my Lord 
Deincourt, and Tutor to his Sons, and was afterwards 

preſented 
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preſented by him to a good Living ; this Nephew of 


bis, and another he bred Scholars. The other was 


Mr. Phillip Tallents, a very worthy Conformiſt in Lin- 
colnſhire, who dy'd not long ſince, and an intire and 
cloſe Affection there was between the Two Brothers, 
notwith{tanding the difference of their Sentiments in 
ſome Things. 

His Uncle ſent him firſt to the Free-School, at Man/- 
feld, afterwards to that at Newark, where he made ſuch 
great progreſs.in Learning, that one of his Maſters 
ſent his Uncie word, he was ze a Silver, but a golden 
Talent. 

He ſpoke ſometimes of a Sermon he heard, when he 
was very young, on theſe Words, P.. 119. 1 13. I hate vain 
Thoughts ; which much affected him, and gave him oc- 
caſion to ask a good Grandmother he had, Whether the 
Devil could know our Thoughts ? And he was much ſa- 
tisfy d, when ſhe told him, No: GOD only knoweth our 
Thougbts. 

When he was about 16 Years of Age, he was ſent to 
Cambridge by his Uncle, and was enter'd firſt in Peter- 
Houle ; but after ſome time, he was remov'd thence, 
whilſt he was Under-Graduate, to Magdalen-College, 
to be Sub- Tutor to two or three Sons of the Earl of Suf- 


folk, who, we think, were ſucceſſively Earls of Suffolk, 


and the third, the preſent Earl. 

Soon after he came to Magdalen-College, it pleas'd 
GOD to call him by his Grace, and to reveal his Son in 
him. I find not any Account of the Work of GOD 
upon his Heart, under his own Hand, which were to 
be wiſh'd, nor can I recollect the ſteps of it, as he has 
ſometimes related them to me. He ſometimes ſaid, 
pleaſantly to his Friends, When I began to be Serious, 
I ſoon became a notorious Puritan ; for which I bleſs 
GO D's Holy Name. 

I have heard him ſpeak of the ſtrong Temptations 
to Infidelity, with which he was aſſaulted, and which 


tor ſome time he grappled with ; but by Divine Grace 
| he 
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he got over them. "Twas an eaſy thing (would he ſay) 
to believe the Being of GOD, and his Providence, 
and the Principles of Natural Religion ; but to believe 
that JESUSCHRIST, who was crucify'd at Feru- 


ſalem, is the Son of GOD, and my Redeemer and 


Saviour; and to reſt upon him alone tor Righteouſ- 
neſs and Life; this is a hard thing. But this was it 
which he was all his Days abundantly fill'd with, and 
more and more conhrm'd in, That CHRIST is All in 
All. There was nothing which he more frequently, 
nor more eatneſtly preſs'd in all his Preaching, than 
this, as having himſelf experienc'd not only the Comfort 
of it, but the Power and Efficacy of it to promote San- 
ctification and a Holy Lite. CHRIST is the Life of our 
Souls, and the Foundation of all true Religion: And yet if 
we look into the World, and much more into our own Hearts, 
we ſhall find that we are leaſt acquainted with Him, and 
are eafily drawn from Him: We are apt to reſt upon our own 
Works, to truſt in our own Strength and Righteouſneſs : Na- 
ture in ſome ſort teacheth us to do many good Things ; and 
when we do amiſs, to be ſorry for it, and to ask pardon of 
GOD, becauſe he is Good and Merciful ; and thus we hope 
to be accepted of GOD, tho" we lay alide CHRIST, if 
not in Words, yet in the Actings of our Souls and Spirits, 
whereas we are made accepted only in the Beloved ; and 
no Pardon and Salvation is to be had, but by JESUS 
& HRIST, the Son of GOD. To cleave to CHRIST 
alone and live by bim, is both honourable, and pleaſing to 
GOD, and makes us bave high thoughts of Forgiveneſs of 
Sins, and Acceptance with GOD : And without this, we 
are een fit to turn Quakers. He 6ail'd it a golden Saying 
of St. Auſtin's, In causd duorum Hominum per quorum u- 
num ſub peccato venditi ſumus, per alterum liberamur, tota 


conſiſtit Chriſtiana Religio. And quoted Damaſus's Creed 


tor it, In hujus morte & ſanguine credimus Emundatos 
nos, &c. 

But to return. About the Year 1642. he went to 
Travel in France, and other Foreign Parts, as Tutor 
to 
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to the Earl of Suffolk's Sons, and as I think was abroad 
with them above two Years; there he improv'd him- 
ſelf very much with the Converſation of the Learned 
Men he met with; and was always very Communi- 
cative of the Obſervations he made. I have often 
heard him ſay, that what he law abroad with his own 
Eyes of the Popiſh Religion, and what Conferences he 
had with its Advocates, added much to his Convicti- 
on of the Falſhood and Wickedneſs of it, and con- 
firm'd him in the 1 Religion. 

Upon his Return from his Travels, he was made 
Fellow of Magdalen College, by the Intereſt of the 
Earl of Suffolk. Dr. Fuller in his Hiſtory of the Uni- 
verſity of Cambridge, ſuith, That the Maſterſhip of that 
College is neither in the Gift of the Crown, nor the 
choice of the College, but at the diſpoſal of the Earls 
of Suffolk, Hereditary Patrons of that Foundation. 
He atterwards became Senior Fellew, and Preſident, or 
fen ox of the College. Having entred upon his 


lege, among many others, very many, Sir Robert Saw= 
her afterwards Attorney General was his Pupil, and 
Dr. Burton. 

In the latter End of the Year 1645. he began to 
preach in Cambridge. His firſt Sermon (as I take it) 
was on Rom. 8. 31. What ſhall ue then ſay to theſe Things? 
Kc. in Which he endeavour'd to encourage others with 
the Doctrine of CHRIST's Mediation, which had 
been ſo great a Support and Comfort to him; over 
har Sermon, as one that aim'd to be an experimental 


e had obtain'd the Joy of GOD's Salvation. Then 
will I teach Tranſgrejſors thy Ways, and Sinners ſhall be 
onverted unto thee. He preach'd often in the College 
happel, and at St. Mary's. 

He was ſolemnly ordain'd to the Miniſtry at London, 
Nov. 29. 1648. in the Pariſh Church of St. Mary-Wol- 
tb, by the third Claſſical Presbytery in the n 

| | 0 


Fellowſhip, he became an eminent Tutor in the Col- 


Preacher, he wrote thoſe Words of the Pſalmiſt, when: 
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good Scholar, a godly blameleſs Divine, and the 
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of London, being call'd ( ſo the Letters of his Ordina- 
tion run) to the Work ct the Miniſtry in the Univer- 
ſity of Cambridge, as Fellow of AHagdalen College there; 
He is therefore ſolemnly ſet apart to the Office of à 
Preaching Presbyter, and Work of the Miniſtry, with! 
Faſting, Prayer, and Impoſition of Hands. 

The Univerſity of Cambridge, being authorized by 
Queen Elizabeth to chuſe every Year Twelve Doctors! 
or Graduates, that ſhould have Power to preach in all Þ ! 
Parts of England or Ireland, without Licenſe from the] 
Ordinaries, Mr. Tallents was choſen one of them, and ÞF 1 
was ſo empewer'd by an Inſtrument under the Uni- 
verſity Seal, bearing Date, Oct. 6. 1649. 

In the Year 1652. he left the Univerſity, and came 
to Sbrewsbury to be Miniſter of St. Mary's Church, 
Being to come into the Country, he refus'd to take his 
Degree of Batchelor of Divinity ( tho' I think he per- 
form'd his Exerciſes for it) becauſe that might have 
been an occaſion of his being forc'd to take Place of 
many in the Country, that were his Seniours in the 
Miniſtry. 

Nov he applied himſelf intirely to the Work of the 
Miniſtry, and laid out himſelf to do good to the Soul 
of thoſe that were committed to his Charge. And 
tho' he had been near Twenty Years an Academick, 
and intimately converſant with all ſorts of Learning, 

et he preach d as one that would ſeem to know nothing, 
but Feſus Chriſt and him crucified, {tudiouſly accommo 
dating himſelf to the Capacities of his Hearers, and de 
livering to them the great Things of GOD, not in t. 
enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom, but in the EvidencP liv 
and Demonſtration of the Spirit. Mg 

He was much honour'd and reſpeRed by all the Mp 
nifters of thoſe Parts, and his Judgment and Advic 
ſought and valued by many. The Character Mr. Bi 
ter gives of him in his Memoirs, is, © That he was 


* he was moſt eminent for extraordinary Prudenc 
: ac ; 
4 


Mr. Francis Tallents. 49 


and Moderation and Peacableneſs towards all; and 
we know that this Record 1s true ; and that he was 
that Juſt and Righteous Man whom Solomon deſcribes, 
Prov. 10. 31, 32. Whoſe Mouth bringeth forth Wiſdom, 
and whoſe Lips, know what is acceptable, What is ap- 
Olite. 

y F Soon after he came to Shrewsbury, he Married the 
 @ Daughter of —— Clive of Walford, Eſq. by whom he 
had one Son, bred a Scholar at Cambridge, but did not 
ne prove a Comfort to him: Grace doth not always run 
ad in the Blood. Here there was Reaſon to fear it did 
n- not : But his Days were not long in the Land. 

In the Year 1656. there was a publick Diſpute in 
che Pariſh Church of Elleſmere in Shropſhire, between 
. Mr. Porter (that eminent Divine) Miniſter or it 
his N church, and one Mr. Haggar an Anabaptiſt, concern- 
er · ing e ee occaſion d by a Sermon Mr. Porter 
we had preach'd on that Subject at the Lecture of Flleſ- 
diere: In which Diſpute, Mr. Tallents was pitch'd up- 
the on to be Moderator: An Account of that Diſpute was 
then Printed, in which it appears that as Mr. Porter 
abundantly contirm'd the Doctrine he had preach'd to 
the Satisfaction of all indifferent Perſons, and plainly 
made out the Right which the Infant-ſeed of Belie- 
vers have to Baptiſm, and ſo did his Part as a Diſpu- 
tant, ſo Mr. Tallents did his as Moderator, beginning 
and ending with Prayer, and directing the Progreſs of 
the Diſpute (which continued five Hours) with Pru- 
dence and Candour, that is, like himſelf. 

In the Year 1658. his dear Wite dy'd, after ſhe had 
liv'd with him but Four or Five Years : Thus is our 
Mountain ſhaken many 'Times, when we think it 
i ſtands ſtrong, and ſhall not be mov'd. He buried her 
vid in the ſame Grave, in which he himſelf was buried 
Ba Fifty Years after. 

When the King was reſtor'd in the Year 1660. he 
not only ſhew'd an intire Satisfaction in that Re- ſettle- 
ment of the Government, after its Foundations had 
D been 
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the King, as the Presbyterians throughout the King 


dom did, but intimated likewiſe his readineſs to com 


form as far as he could with a good Conſcience, to 
the Changes that were then made in the Church, 
He therefore read (as I think Thave been told) ſom: 
Parts of the Liturgy at that time. 


But when the Act of Uniformity took place on 


Bartholomew Day, 1662. his Conſcience being diſſa. 


tisfied with the Terms of Conformity thereby infilted Þ 
on, he was neceflitated to quit his Place which ws 


his Livelihood, and ( which was more grievous to him, 
and many another) his Work and Uſefulneſs which 


were his Life. He hath ſometimes obſerv'd, that be- 
fore the Wars the Puritans generally made a ſhift to 


Conform and come into the Church, notwithſtanding 
the hard Ulage they foreſaw (by the Trouble fre- 


quently given to thoſe of that Character) they were , 


likely to meet with in it. To prevent which tor the 
Future, two new Barriers or Fortifications were ere- 
cted by the Act of Unitormity to keep them out; one 
was the Declaration, That it is unlawful upon any Pre- 
tence whatſoever to take up Arms againſt the King : And 
this Fort, they that erected it, about Twenty Six Ycars 
after were oblig'd to quit, as not tenable ; for when 
they had broke through it, by joining with thoſe that 
took up Arms againſt King James, and ſetting the 
Prince of Orange upon the Throne, they ſilently took a- 
way that Declaration, both out of the Uniformity 
Act, and that of Corporations, by an Act in the Firſt 
of King William and Queen Mary: Truſting to the 
other as ſufficient to anſwer their Intention, which 
was the Declaration of an unfeigned Aſſent and Conſent 
to all, and every Thing contained in the Book entitled, The 
Book of Common-Prayer, &c. (And the Act of Unifor- 
mity it ſelf, is the firſt Article in the Contents of the 
Book ſo entitled, and muſt therefore be unfeignedly 
Conſented to) which Declaration ſtill remains to 


many 


been long out of Courſe, and a ſincere Affection g 
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many tender Conſciences ſuch an Objection againſt 
Contormity, as they cannot get over. 

Mr. Tallents as long as he liv'd, generally cbſerv'd 
Bartholomew Day every Ycar, as a Lay of Hum iitition 
and Prayer, either publickly, or in private, cipect>ily 
towards his later End; a Day to bring to remembiauce, 
ſo he us'd to call it. On this Occaſion, he tomecires 
call'd People wiſely to conſider the Work of G. Con— 
ſider the Condition of thoſe Miniſters thar v/cre the 
Silenced, how they were hated, deſpis'd, und inpri- 
{on'd, and what great hardſhips they ant ther mi- 
lies were reduced to. How tad it was with the Peo- 
ple, who were depriv'd of thoſe Helps tor their Souls 
which they had greatly vaiued, and been cdincd by, 
and how they face down ar firſt as Men aftonied. Cen- 
fider ( {aid he) that tho' Men were the Inſtruments 
of it, it was the Work of God. ho gave job to 
the ſpoil, and Iſrael to the robbers ? Did not the Lord? © 1s 
the Lord, that hath cover d the Daughter of Lion with a 
Cloud. Twas our Farther, 'twas our dear Lord and 


Maſter that made this Breach upon us. He did it 


righteoully for our Sins; the Sins of us his Minitters : 
It was not for our Sins, that Men put us out, but it was 
for our Sins, that G O D put us out: Who of us have not 
acknowledg'd this? Twas for the Sins of the good 
People that lov'd us, who did not Profit as they might 
have done. Twas for the Sins of thoſe that hatred 
us, and were ſet againſt us, who deſir'd to be rid of 
ſuch Preaching and Praying, and ſaid, Prophefie not, 
therefore they ſhall not Propheſie. Net we hope many of 
us got good by our Sufferings, were purified by them, 
and our Hearts made better by our Sadneſs. GOD 
would ſhew us, that he can carry on his Work another 
way, and multiply his People, even when they are in 
Affliction; and make even the Sufferings of his Mini- 
ſters, to turn to the Furtherance of the Goſpel of 

Chriſt. | | 
He ſometimes obſerv'd with thankfulneſs the care 
D 2 - GOD 
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GOD took of his ejected Ones, how wonderfully ho 
provided for them, ſo as to keep them alive, as the Diſ- 
ciples who were ſent out without Purſe or Scrip ; and yet 
when they were ask d, Lack'd you any thing? anſwer'd, 
Nothing, Lord. Eſpecially, that they obtained Mercy of 
the Lord to be faithful. 

One Remark more I ſhall take notice of, which he 
made upon the Silencing of the Miniſters ; Lord ! (faid 
he) what poor weak Creatures are we ; when ſome applaud 
this as an Excellent Deed, and yet others look upon it as a 
Great Sin? 

But as he was truly Conſcientious in his Non-contor- 
mity, and intirely ſatisfy'd in the Reaſons of it; fo he 
was eminetly Moderate in it; and let his Moderation be 
Rknown unto all Men: He lov'd all good People of eve- 
ry Denomination, and took all occaſions to witnels 
againſt Bigottry on all ſides. 

For the moſt part, he attended the Publick Miniſtry, 
and the Liturzy both Morning and Afternoon, and 
Preach'd only in the Evening, and on the Week-days, as 
he had opportunity, and fell not into any conſtant ſta- 
ted Work for ſome Years (as I think) after he was Si- 
lenc'd, waiting to ſee what G O D would do with him. 

In the Year 1670. he went to travel in France a ſe- 
cond time, as Tutor to two young Gentlemen, Mr. 
Bofcawen and Mr. Hambden ; with whom he ſpent about 
two Years and a half in making the compleat Tour 
of that Kingdom and the Parts Adjacent. We find a- 
mong his Papers a very exact Journal of all his Moti- 
ors and Obſervations from the Day he ſer out from 
London, to the Day he return'd. There we find him 
at Diep, Roan, Caen, Alenſon, Angiers, Nantes, Saumur, 
Tours, Orleans, Tholouſe, Monpellier, Niſmes, Marſeilles, 
Thoulon, Lions, Geneva, Bern, Baſle, Zurich, Strasburgh, 
and at length at Paris: Of theſe, and abundance of o- 
ther Places, he gives a very particular Account : Deſcri- 
bing the Rarities both of Nature and Art; their Civil 
Government, :he Churches, and Religious Houſes ; and 

eſpecially, 
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eſpecially, an Account of the Proteſtants and their 
Churches. The Learned Men in every Place, and his 
Conferences with them, and the Informations he re- 
cciv'd from them: In Recording which, there appears 
a great deal of Care. Had he put his lait Hand to this 
Journal, and publiſh'd it theu; I doubt not, but it 
would have been both an acceptable Entertainment to 
the World, and a conſiderable Reputation to him: But 
his great Modeſty conceal'd it, not only from the 
World, but from his intimate Friends; for I know 
not of any to whom he communicated it: So far was 
he from the Oſtentation of a Traveller; ſo little did 
he value himſelf upon theſe Accompliſhments, which 
many would have been proud of; and ſo much was he 
taken up with the better Country, that is the Heavenly. 
Yet when there was occaſion, he fail'd not to inform 
and entertain his Friends with his Obſervations when 
he was Abroad. Mer. Boſcawen, one of the Gentlemen 
that he travell'd with, dy'd at Strasburgh of the Small- 
pox, to his great. Griet. 

While he was at Paris, where he continu'd ſome 
Months, he wrote a pretty large Treatiſe, giving a 
particular Deſcription of ihe Roman Catholic Religion, by 
comparing their Books, which he carefully read, and 
their Practice, which he carctully obſerv'd, with each 
other. He gives an Account, (I.) Of their Doctrine 
and Opiniens, chiefly from the Council of Trent, which 
he gives an Abſtrat of. Allo from the Canon Law, 
and the Writings of their Doctors. (2.) Of their Wor- 
ſhip and Ceremonies : which he gives an account of 
by their Books, put out by Order of their Popes, &c. 
of which the Pontifical, Ritual, Breviary, and Millal 
are the chief : Alfo by their Ordinary Practice in Pub- 
lick and Private: Their Extraordinary Devotions in 
Proceflions, Jubilecs, Confrairies, ec. And by their 
Religious Orders of Men and Women. (3.) Of the 
Means they ule to ſupport it, to confirm their own, 


win upon others, and overcome thoſe that will not be 
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won upon by them : And Laſtly, Of the ſeveral forts 
of Religions, or Religious Orders among them. Of all 
which, he ſaith, Vidiſſe eſt Confutaſſe. He adds ſome 
of his Thoughts on that Queſtion, Whether thoſe that 
ar> devout i the Romiſh Religion may be ſav'd ? and 
-cnciudes their Caſe highly dangerous, becauſe they 
-r. 1 cers; but expreites himſelf with great Tender- 
u and Compaſſion, bearing them record that many 
of them have a zen for GOD, tho' not according to 
Knuwicdge. He ſhews in the cloſe the folly and wick- 
edneſo of thoſe Proteſtants that make light of Popery 
and think there 1s no great Hurt in it. 

This Treatiſc is dedicated to the Reverend Mr. Sa- 


Wuom he was Nephew by Marriage. 
his Return from his Travels in the Year 1673. he 
ound the Diuenters in England bleſsd with ſome 
Breatnine-ctme from the extreme Perſecutions with 
Wich for many Years they had been harraſs'd, and 
their AJcinblicscolerated. This ſoon brought him back 
to SHHre bv]; for no Employment, no Entertainment 
Was in his account comparable to that of Preaching the 
Goſpel, tor the Honour of CHRIST, and the Sal- 
vation of precious Souls; when thcrefore a Door of 
Opportunity was open'd for that, among the People 
he had formerly ſtood in the Relation of a Paſtor to, 
he preſently embrac'd it, tho' it was no way to his ſe- 
cular Advantage, and tho' it broke him off very much 
from his Converſation with Scholars and Great Men. 
Herein he was a Follower of the Faith of Moſes, who 
tho' he was Learn'd in all the Learning of the Fgypri- 
ans Viſited his Brethren the Children of Vael, and was 
content to take his Lot with them. 

Mr. John Bryan, (the Son of Dr. Bryan of Coventry) 
was turn d out from St. Chad's Church in Shrewshury, 
and under his Miniſtry the Presbyterian Diſſenters there 
far down, a Pious Man, and a good Preacher. With him 
Mr. Tallents joyn'd, and they divided the Work be- 
| tWeen 


nel Flilderſtam, (Son of Mr. Arthur Hilderſham) to 
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tween them: The Congregation meeting in the Houſe 

of that Eminent Chriſtian, Mrs. Hunt, Relict of Col. 
Hunt, Member of Parliament. Much Good was now 
done in that place by the Miniſtry of theſe two wor- 
thy Men. 

Mr. Tallents had formerly for the uſe of his Pupils, 
Jrawn up a Scheme of General Chronology, which 
he had found of great uſe to them in reading Hiſtory. 
This, having leiſure for cloſe Study, now he was a- 
gain ſettled in Shrewsbury, he ſet himſelf to enlarge, 
which he did to that Degree of Fulneſs and Exuctnels, 
that it very well deſerves the Title under which it is 
known to the World, A View of Univerſal Hiſtory. It colt 
him abundance of Pains, more than can be imagia'd,to 
bring it to Perfection, and to put it into that curious 
Form in which it appears: He was very exact in com- 
| paring his Authors, and careful to avoid miſtakes ; e- 

very Line there was the Product of more Study than 
perhaps ſome Pages of another nature would be. He 
was very intent upon it, and applied himſelf to it with 
great Induſtry. If any came to ſpeak with him in bis 
itudying Hours, he would defire them to diſpatch their 
Buſineſs in as few Words as they could, that he might 
return to his Buſineſs, which was his great Delight, 
next to the immediate Service of G OD, and the Work 
of his Miniſtry, which he always prefer d. I remem- 
ber with what Affection he would bleſs GOD with 
his Family, on a Lord's Day Morning, that on that 
Day we were to lay aſide our Studies and our Books, 


and give our felves to Communion with GOD in 
Holy Joy and Praiſc. 


Thoſe Chronological Tables which give that View of 


Univerſal Tiſtory, were finely engraven on 16 Copper 
Plates in his own Houſe, and Publiſh'd about the Year 
1684, made up either in Books or Maps. How well 
they were recciv'd, and how much they are and will 
be valued by the Learned World, I need not ſay. Some 
of his Friends were very urgent with him to publiſh 

| D 4 them 


£ — —— 


' 
— - — 
—— ͤ öĩ— x — 
_ - 


56 A Short Account of the Life of 


them in Latin, for the Benefit of Foreigners, but he 
{aid he intended them chiefly for the Benefit of the No- 
bility and Gentry of our own Nation, that they might 
have things which lay diſpers'd, ſet before them in a 
clear and ſhort View. Tis certain there is nothing in 
them of Partiality, or that look'd deſign'd to ſerve any 
Party, but plain Truth as far as it can be diſcover'd. 

find among his Papers many Chronological Dil- 
quiſitions, and Hiſtorical Remarks; ſome ſeem to be 
drawn up in prey:ration for thoſe Tables, others for 
the Illuſtration of them, but a vaſt deal of Learning 
there is in them. That which encourag'd him to take 
pains herein, was the excecding great Uſe and Bene- 
fit of Hiſtory : That it ſhews us GOD's ways and deal- 
ings with his Church and People, and the Nations of 
the World: It helps us to underſtand the Prophecies of 
Scripture ; And it raiſeth us above that Narrowneſs of 
Spirit, which moſt are ſubject to, and keeps us from 
thinking that there is no Religion but in our own way. 
Beſides, that it gives great Light to all kinds of Knowlege 
and Learning. If he would have been prevail'd with 
to publiſh Annotations upon his Tables, and ſuch Hi- 
ſtorical Diſſertations, as I find he had furniſh'd himſelf 
with Materials for, I doubt not but they would have 

been both very acceptable and very uſeful. 
About the Year 1583. the Mectings in Shrewsbury 
were ſuppreſs'd, and he was then forc'd again into ob- 
ſcuricy ; and durſt not be ſeen there for fear of the 
Five-Mile Act, which Mr. Bryan was brought into 
Trouble upon. But in the Year 1685. his dear Wife 
going to Shrewsbury on {ome occaiions, and dying iud- 
denly there, he ventur'd thither to do the laſt Office 
of Reſpect to her, which opportunity his Enemies laid 
hold of, and it being juſt at the time of the D. of Mon- 
mecuth's Attempt in the Weſt, under pretence of that he 
was taken up, and ſent Priſoner to Cheſter Caſtle, but 
upon the Defeat of that Attempt he was Enlarg'd, and 
retir'd to London, where he liv'd very privately. Solo- 
mon 
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n ſpeaks of a time when a Man is hid, ſuch a Man. 

But at the coming out of the Liberty for Diſſenters 
in 1687. he return'd to Shrewsbury, and joyn'd with 
Mr. Bryan in the Miniſtry there; and burning and ſhi- 
ning Lights they were in that Place. And now the 
contin'd not themſelves to the Evening of the Sabbath, 
as formerly; but ſome time after this Revival of their 
Liberty, they began to keep their Meetings at the 
{ime time with the Publick-worſhip, both parts of the 
Day. 

Upon occaſion of that Indulgence, he wrote for his 
own ſatisfaction, a pretty large Tract, which we find 
among his Papers concerning compelling People to the 
Chriſtian Religion, and puniſhing thoſe that Err in it. All 
agree, That thoſe may be reſtraind and puniſh'd, who 
go againſt the Light and Law of Nature, and'diſturb 
the Civil-Government. But he undertakes to prove, 
That the Magiſtrate is not to force Fews and Heathens 
to embrace CHRIS T's Truth; nor thoſe that Err 
in Marters of Faith and Worſhip, to own the Right; 
nor to puniſh and deitroy them if they will not.: But 
that the ſame Weapons are now to be us d for the Pre- 
ſerving and Reforming of the Church, which the Apo- 
ſtles us'd for the Planting of it; which were, not Car- 
nal, but Spiritual; and yet mighty through God, to pull 
down ſtrong holds. He largely examines, not only the 
Arguments, but the Authorities on both tides, and con- 
cludes, That CHRIS I builds his Church by Faith and 
Love, not by Craft, Violence and Perſecution. 

When King William and Queen Mary were happily 
ſettled on the Throne, and each Side fecin'd to come 
to 4 good Temper, to promote it, he publiſh'd a ſmall 
Tract of two or three Sheets, Which he call'd, Sure and 
lange Foundations. The Deſign of which, was to pro- 
more Catholick Chriſtianity, and Catholick Charity, 
us the only Healing Methods. 

dome Overtures being made in that Reign towards u 
Comprehention, ſome worthy Gentlemen that greatly 
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valu'd his Judgment, ſent for him up to Loudon to Dil. 
courſe with him concerning it ; particularly concern- 
ing the Re-ordaining of thoſe, that were Ordain'd by 
Presbyters. Upon mature Deliberation, he declar'd, 
he could not for his part ſubmit to it; and drew up his 


Reaſons at large, which we find among his Papers. + 

He not only pleaded for, but earneſtly preſs'd Oc- in 
caſional- Conformity, as a Token of the Charity we de 
have for thole with whom we cannot faredly joyn, I „„ 
long before ſuch a noiſe was made about it, with re- Þ (, 
ference to Offices: And it was his Opinion, That as I pr 
the Diſſenters to ſhew their Charity, ought occaſional- I 
ly to hear the Church Miniſters, and joyn with them ot 


in their Worſhip ; ſo the Church Miniſters ought oc- 
caſionally to hear the Diſſenters, and joyn with them in Þ . 
their Worſhip ; ſuppoling, that if they underſtood one 
another better, they would love one another better, 1 
and be brought nearer together. 

In October 1690. good Mrs. Hunt dy d; a great Ex- Ig 
ample in her Place of ſerious Picty, and all Chriſtian 14. 
Virtues, lively and unweary'd in the Exerciſes of De- f. 
votion, abounding 1n every thing that was good, Free 
and Charitable, and very active to promote Religion, 
and the Power of Godlineſs, without any regard to 
Parties. Upon her Death, the Meeting remov'd to 
Mr. Tallentss Houſe about one Year, while they were 
building and fitting up a very decent Place for the pur- 
pole, which they enter d upon Oct. 25. 1691. Mr. Tal- 
lents Preaching the firſt Sermon on Tſa. 57.15. I dwell 
in the High and Holy Place, with him alſo that is of a con- 
trite and humble Spirit. He caus'd it to be written upon 
the Walls of che Meeting-Place, That it was built, ot 
for a Faction or a Party; but for promot.ng Repentance and 
Faith, in Communion with all that love our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt in ſinceritj. Adding that Scripture with which 
the French Churches uſually begin their Publick-wor- Ml 
ſhip, Our Help ſtands in the Name of the Lord, who made 
Heaven and Earth, He ſometimes told his Hearers, If 
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wu come to be a People only differing from others in ſome Opi- 
| nicns, but grow Proud and Carnal, and Worldly and Sen- 


ſnal, GOD will pull your Place down; and let him pult 
it down. 

He took all occaſions to declare how much he hated 
from his Heart the limiting of CH R1ST's Church to 
particular Opinion or Party. We are far from think- 


ing (ſaid he) ourſelves the only Preachers and con- 
| demning all others; as ſome do in effect, Which wa 


went the Spirit of the Lord from me, to ſpeak unto thee & 
(1 Kin. 22. 24.) No; we rejoyce that CHRIST is 
preach'd by many others: But we cannot think, there 
are ſo many good Preachers, as that there is no need 
of us, or that we ſhouid be laid aſide or forbidden; and 


| therefore we lay as Elibu, without reflecting on others, 


e alſo will ſpeak; we will throw in our Mite ; for we 
are call'd to the Work, and therefore will lay out what 


* GOD hath given us, ſince the Miniſtration of the Spi- 
tit is given to every one to profit withal, He made it his 
great Buſineſs to preach CHRIST, and Faith in Chriſt, 


a5 the great Principle of Holineſs, which he ſaid, he 


| fear'd many ſpoke of very dimly, and very coldly. 


I cannot avoid taking notice here of a moſt impu- 


dent and malicious Calumny, which the Enemies of 


this good Man caſt upon him, That he was a Popiſh 


Prieſt: But if they call'd the Matter of the Houſe Beel- 
| zebyb, much more, them of his Houſhold 2 When he was 
at London in the Near 1686. ithappend a Desk he had left 


at Shrewsbaiy, was open'd by miſtake, in which, among 
other things, was a piece of an old white Damask-bed 
(collop'd, and a pla pair of Slippers, and a Book in 


| which was enter d the Name of his Pupils in Magdalen- 


College. A malicious Fellow that was there, reported, 
That he he ſaw in a Desk of Mr. 7allents's ſuch Veſt- 
ments as Prieſts ſay Mals in, full of Croiles and Images, 
and I know not what ; and a Book, in which were the 


Names of ſuch as were admitted into the Order of Je- 


luits, When Mr. Tallents came down, and found this 
| baſe 
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baſe Slander induſtriouſly ſpread to his prejudice, he 
had the Fellow before the Major, produc'd the thing: 
that were found in the Desk, and ſo convicted him of 
Falſhood and Malice ; but becauſe he was a poor Man, 
gave him no other trouble but that of a Check from the 
Major. Yet there were thoſe who would do all they 
could to ſupport tne Slander ; and one at length tha: 
happen'd to ſay it in the Company of divers, again, 
and again, Tallents is a Feſuit, and he hath read Maſs at 
St. Omers, and I will prove it. There being full Evidence 
of this Man's ſpeaking theſe Words, Mr. Tallents was 
advis'd to bring an Action againſt him; which he did, 
and it was 'T1y'd at Shrewsbury Aſſizes in 1693. and 
the Man was Caſt ; but he being poor, the Jury brought 
in but Fifty Shillings Damages. 


In the Year 1701. he bury'd his fourth Wife, with 


whom he had liv'd about fourteen Years in much com- 
fort; upon which he left off Houſe-keeping, and went 


to be a Tabler ; but {till having care of the poor Fa- 


milies of many, when he had none of his own. 

In the Year 1704. he wrote his excellent Hiſtory c 
Schiſm, for the promoting of Chriſtian Moderation, and the 
Communion of Saints. te was in the Eighty-fitth Year 
of his Age, when he wrote that Book, and as it is the 
product of a great deal of Learning, ſo it is the reſul: 
of a great deal of Thought of a Mind deeply tin&ur'd 
with Chriſtian Piety and Charity, that found itfcli 
much aggricv'd to hear many, who may juſtly be 
thought to Fear G O D, and work Righteouſneſs, Anathe- 
matized, and condemn'd to the, Pit of Hell for fome 
Miſtakes (to ſay the worit) concerning Church- Ge 
vernment and Ceremonies. All the Point that Bool 
aim'd at the gaining of, was, That 7 ig poſſible, a Dis 
ſenter may be Sav'd. A very modeſt Poſtulatum, one 
would think, and eaſily granted to Heathens and Papiſts 
But it ſeems, it might not be granted to the Diſſenters, 
at leaſt;. not without reluctancy; for the Book ws 
Anſwer'd by one S. G. with a great deal of Paſo 

an 
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and Indignation, upon Mr. Dodwell's Principles: 


Mr. Tallents like a Chriſtian, a Scholar, and a Gentle- 
man, anſwer'd it with fair Reaſoning, and abundance 
of Candour and Meekneſs: S. G. reply'd with more 


Falſhood and Bitterneſs than before, with the moſt 


baſe Miſrepreſentations, and moſt ſcurrilous Reflecti- 


ons that could be; fome of Mr. Tallents Friends offer'd 


to expole and banter him, but he would by no means 


ſufler ic; and would himſelf have been at the pains 


mildly to thew tim his Miſtakes, but that ſome of his 


Friends minded him of the old Obſervation, that He 
that fights Wich a Dunghil, tho' he be a Conqueror, 


is ſure to come off ill dirty d; and one worthy Gen- 
ueman, who upon enquiry found out now who this 


S. G. was, ſent Mr. Tallents an Account of his Chara- 


ter, adding, that it was one of the greateſt Honours 
ever done him, that he had once thought him worthy 


| of his Notice, and treated him with ſo much Civility 


and Reipect, but that he would by no means have him 


Trouble himſelf with him a ſecond Time. Anſwer 


not {uch a Writer, according to his Writing. 

Let us now obſerve ſomething concerning Him and 
his Character, and Converſation, which may be of 
uſe to us. 

1. In all his Addreſs and Converſe, he was a great 
Example of giving Honour to whom Honour was due, 
and Love t whom Love. To Perſons of Rank and 
Figure, he w:is in the higheſt Degree reſpectful and 
complaiſant, nor have I ever known any more obſer- 
vant of the Rules of Pecency, nor with a better Grace, 
which was a great Ornament to his Learning and Pi- 
ery. To his intimate Friends, he was moſt affectio- 
nate and endearing ; with what Expreſſions of Love 
he us'd to embrace them, and lay them in his Boſom, 
how dear they wcre to him as his own Soul, how he 
would be pleas'd and reviv'd with the ſight of them, 
and how naturally he car'd tor their State, muſt never 
be forgotten by thoſe that were bleſs d with his Trane” 

| ſhip. 
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ſhip. To his Inferiours he was remarkably condeſcen 
ding, would hear their Complaints with great Pati- 


ence and Tenderneſs, and with great Freedom and 


Familiarity, diſcourſe with thoſe that defir'd his Ad- 


vice in their Affairs, relating to this World, or the 
other. 


2. In his old Age, he retain'd the Learning both of the 


School, and of the Academy to Admiration ;and would 
readily repeat Verbatim, obſervable Paſſages of a great Þ 


length our of the Claſſick Authors, as there was Occ1- 


tion, for the Entertainment of his Friends. Thoſe 
that would be thus rich when they are Old, muſt take 


pains when they are Young. He had ſomething to 
communicate to thoſe who convers'd with him, con- 
cerning all ſorts of Learning, but Hiſtory was his Ma- 
iter-piece, and in that no Man more ready. He 
ſometimes advis'd young Students to trace Learning 
to 1ts Fountains, and tho' they read New Books, yet 
to keep the Old Ones by them, and dwell moſt upon 


them. 


3. He abounded very much in pious Ejaculations, 
as one that had learn'd to Pray always, to Pray without 
ceaſing, and to it t:rmix Prayer and Praiſe not only 
with che Slumbers of the Night (which I have Rea- 
ion to think he did) but with the Converſe of the 
Day. When he was in ſerious Talk with his Friends, 
how Often would he ſend his Heart to Heaven, and 
direct their's alſo that way, in ſuch Devout and Holy 
Breathings as theſe, God look on us! God pity us! When 
he heard that his Friends he enquir'd after were in 
Health and Proſperity, with what ſeriouſneſs and ſo- 
lemniry would he lift up his Eyes and Hands, and ſay, 
God be praiſed ! If he heard of the Afflictions of any ot 
them, 60 D Relieve them, Refreſh them, Comfort them 
Ii of the falls of any, GOD give them Repentance ! It of 
the Deaths of any, GOD fit us to die! When he ſent 
his Service unto his Friends, he would uſually add an 
Ejaculatory Prayer for them, GOD do them 90018 2 

ore 
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the ſerious and devout uſe of them, with the indica- | 
tions of a due Attention and Affection, is an evidence | 
of the Dominion of Grace and Holineſs in the Heart: | 
And tis pity when the former is ſo much in uſe among 4 
the Protane, his Enemies that take his Name in vain, the | 

| 
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"LORD refreſh their Souls with his Love! Adding 

ſometimes, and my poor dry Soul too! As the lighty 
| careleſs uſe of the Expreſſions of Prayer, as By-words, 
is an evidence of a vain Mind, not poſſeſs'd with a due 
 Reverence of GOD and his Great Name, and is real- 
ly a profaning of the Holy Things which the Chil- 


dren of T/rael hallow to the LORD their GOD; fo 


latter ſhould be fo little in uſe among Profeſſors, his 
Friends, that deſire to give unto him the Glory due unto 


is Name. Of this Inſtance of Devotion, Mr. Tallexts 
was à great Example. 


4. He was very happy in counſelling and adviſing | 


| his Friends that applied themſelves to him, according 
as their Caſe and Condition was, their Temper, or 


their Diſtemper. He knew how to ſpeak a word in 
ſeaſon to the Weak ; to the weary, to the wiltul, to com- 
tort with all Tenderneſs, and yet to rebuke with all 
Authority, and Faithfulneſs. And how to expreſs at 
the ſame time a juſt Indignation againſt a Sin, and yer 
à due Compathon tor Sinners. 

He ſomerimes expreſs'd his Fear concerning man 
Weak, Melancholy Chriſtians, that they had tired 
themſelves in the Exerciſes of Devotion; and would 
adviſe ſuch to compoſe and quiet themſelves, and kee 
their Minds as calm and ſedate as may be, and not 
aim to put them always upon the ſtretch. He would 
lometimes pleaſantly ſay, The Quietiſts are the beſt 
Chriſtians. And certainly we muſt take heed of pla- 
cing Religion too much in the Paſſions and Pangs e- 
ven of Holy Love, for we truly honour and enj 
GOD not only in the Elevations of the Soul towards 
him, but the Repoſe of the Soul in him. Return to 
% Reſt, O my Soul, and be at home, be at eaſe in 
v OÞD. And 
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And as to the external Performances of Religion he 
ſometimes ſaid, Let the Work of 0D be done, and 
done well, but with as little noiſe as may be: The King- 
dom of God comes not with Obſervation. 

5. He was Eminent for his Charity ; was charita- 
ble in his Judgment, and Cenſures of others, an made 
the beſt of every body: charitable in forgiving Inju- 
ries, and paſſing by Affronts ; and charic:his to the 
Poor, ready, very ready to every good Work ; 
not only exciting the Charity of others, but exerting 
his own, to his Power, yea, and beyond his Power; 
ſparing from himſelf to ſupply others: He was as dead 
to the Wealth of this World as moſt Men I ever knew, 
knowing no good in it, but doing good with it. The 
Little he left behind him (much of which too he left 
to the Poor, having no Children) is an Evidence for 
him, (as it was for Calvin at Geneva) that he had no 
way of /aying up what he had, but by laying it out in 
Works of Charity, which is the ſureſt way of laying 
up 9:144»07 #4Av , a Good Security, Pawn or Pledge (lo 
ſome underſtand ir, 1 Tim. 6. 19.) for the time to come, 
and ſo laying hold on Eternal Life. He was particular 
ly kind and charitable to Strangers in Diſtreſs, whom 
we mult not be fergerful to entertain, (yet with Pru- 
dence and Caution) becauſz tho' ſome thereby have 
entertain'd Devils incarnate, yet others thereby have 
entertained Angels unawares, Heb. 13.2. 

6. His Preaching was very plain and familiar, but 
very Aﬀectionate, and that which manifeſtly came 
from the Heart, and therefore was moit likely to reach 
to the Heart. He ſtudy d not Words but Things, re- 
membring that of Miuucius Felix, Quo imperitior ſerm, 
eo illuſtrior Ratio eſt ; and that oftentimes there is moſt 
Power and Demonitration of the Spirit there where 
is leaſt of the enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom. His 
Explications were clear; his Reaſonings ſtrong and 
convincing; and his Quotarions of Scripture, very per- 
tinent, and ſometimes ſurprizing. 
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find a Sermon on Fermiab 3. 4. Wilt thou not from 
ths time cry unto me, My Futher? Which he begins thus, 


My Brethren, what ſhall I ſpeak to you this Day from 


the LORD, for your Spiritual encouragement, and 
ſtrengthning in the Ways of the LOR D? We mect 
together for this End, and we have gracious Promiſcs, 
that He will be with us to teach and {trengthen us: 1 
have 1t in my Heart at this time, to tell you, That you 


are to look upon GOD as your Father, and to hold 


chat faſt in your Hearts. 
Another thus: I would fain ſpeak a good Word to 


Day concerning JESUS CHRIST, for the good 
of you here preſent, and of my own Soul. 


Another thus: What I have now to ſay, is that 


| which hath ſomewhat affected me in my own private 

Thoughts; and I hope, may affect and work upon 

| you for good, through the Grace of our Lord Js 
CHRIST. 


He would often in his Preaching, ſpeak with Appli- 


| cation to himſelf. This Word is to me, O that i may 

reach my Heart. He frequently intermix'd pio..s E;a- 

| culations with his Preaching, and ſometimes recom- 

| mended it to others; as that which was both proper 

to affect the Hearers, and the way to fetch in Divine 
Grace for the making of what he ſaid effectual. 


In times of Diſtreſs, and Fear, and Expectation, he 
comforted himſelf and his Friends, not only with the 
Doctrine of GO D's Univerſal Providence (many of 
the Heathen encourag'd themſelves with that) but he 
fetch'd his Support chiefly from choſe Principles which 
are purely Chriſtian, as moſt proper for us, and moſt 
powerful, That we ſee Feſus crown'd with Glory and He- 
neur, Heb. 2. 9. and that he nouriſheth and cheriſheth his 
Church ; and not only protects, but guards it, Fph. 5. 
29. 

He was very frequent and earneſt in preſſing the ne- 
ceflity of Brotherly- love among Chriſtians in the ſe- 
Yeral Inſtances of it, and reproving what is contrary 

* to 
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1 


long ago, he told me, He had been Preaching the 


Day before concerning the Holy Ghoſt, and had ob- 
ferv'd among other things, that he thought it was a 
defect among us, that we only pray'd for the Holy 
Spirit (as we are directed, Acts 11. 13.) and did no 


pray, ſo much as we ſhould, to the Holy Spirit, for 


his Gifts and Graces, and Comforts, which we ought Þ 


to do; for he is God, and therefore to be pray d to: And 
he mention'd the Litany for an Example, O God, th: 
Holy Ghoſt, have mercy 1 Us. 

He earneſtly preſs'd Young Miniſters to Preach 
CHRIST much, aud the Myſtery of the Goſpel, 
wherein ({aith he) if I may judge of others by my 
ſelf, we are generally ſo ignorant, and live ſo little by 
it; That enlightens, ſoftens, humbles, ſweetens the 
Heart, and makes it truly fruitful and thankful. 

He was much upon it in ſeveral Sermons, not long 
before he dy'd, to ſhew, That CHRIST our Lord 
merited for us, not only in his Death, tho chiefly then, 
bur alſo in the Obedience of his Life : Both his Life 
and his Death, were both exemplary to us, and meri- 
torious for us. | 

7. I muſt obſerve, That he was in his Judgment, 
much for extolling Free-Grace, and the Imputation 
of CHRIS T's Righteouſneſs to us for our Juſtifica- 
tion, and the Operation of the Spirit in us for our San- 
ctification. A little before his Death, he ſaid that 
Scripture, Ja. 55. I. Without Money, and without Price, 
had often been his Comfort and Support; for (ſaid he) 
I have nothing but a poor naked Soul to bring to 
CHRIST. He alſo ſaid ſometimes, That we muſt 
take heed of reſting too much upon our Covenanting 
with GOD ; for it is by his Promiſes to us, that we 
partake ot a Divine Nature, not by ours. to him. 

It was not long before his Death, that he wy 

thus 


and deſtructive to it; Love was the Air he breath 


I remember once, when I came to viſit him no 
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thus to me: I inſert it both as a Specimen of his Let- 
ters to his Friends, and an Intimation of his Sentiments 
in theſe things. ¶ I ſend this by one that is a poor melan- 
| chally aſſlicted, grieved, but I think,a holy Woman ; I hope I got 
good by my Diſcourſe with her: Alaſs, we are generally ſecure 


and dull, and any that are awaken d indeed, and under 


Temptations are uſeful to ſuch. Lately reading Luther's 


Life in Melchior Adamus, beſides other things, I find an 
excellent Paſſage concerning Fuſtification by Frith, which 
| ſets the Matter moſt lively before us. 
Peccatis mortuus eſt niſi ſolus Jeſus Chriſtus Filins Dei; 
Iterum Iterumque dico ſolus & unus Jeſus Dei Filius a 


Nemo pro foſtris 


Peccatis nos redemit ; & impoſſibil t ur Chrium 


aliter quam ſolà Fide amplectar, &c. And ſha! we joyn 
our Sufferings or Obedience to his? yet he dy d to purchaſe + 
holy People to himſelf, requires Holineſs in His, works ir in 
them, by the Ways he appoints ; and through Holine\s which 
he makes neceſſary to Salvation will bring them to it. Hu 

well (Dear Sir) our God I truſt will carry us on thing 
Faith to Salvation. Let us pray for it in Fal; Go ov, 
Rejoyce in the Lord: Abound in his Work ; And pray for 


old poor dull me, that I may not be altogether uſeleſs, but may 


finiſh my ſhort Courſe with Foy. 

Take his Senſe of this with Application to himſelf, 
as tis found in a Paper written with his own (land. I 
pray'd much for the Pardon of my Sins, ſo great and many 
even to this Day, for great Mercies and Forgiveneſjes ; That 
Righteouſneſs may be imputed to me, Rom. 4. 11, 23 
That I may be juſtify d as Holy Abraham was by a Righte- 
ouſneſs imputed, as Holy David was my Sins covered, 
i. e. by Chriſt's Atonement ; as all the Saints hate been, not 
by their own Works and Righteouſneſs (which 1s but Rags) 
but by the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt wrought for us, the Righ- 
teouſneſs which is of God by Faith, and be found in that. Let 
me live by that, and have Peace with God by it: If others 
deſpiſe it, let me highly priſe it: If others caſt it away, let 
zne live by that: If Others (peak againſt it. let me maks my 
boaſt of it; Let it be my Foy, my Crown, wy Life, my 
2 Peace, 
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Peace, my Gloryins, my All. Let his Spirit be imparted to 
me, to [onilify, to rule me: his Righteouſneſs be imputed to 
me ; this is all my Hope, that I may be found in the Crowd 
among the many Thouſands of God's People (Num. 10. 36.) 
whom he cares for and loves, tho but among the leaſt of 
them, a little Member of that great Body. Such as theſe 
were the conſtant Breathings of his pious Soul. 

Lat me add one thing upon this, That tho' he differ'd 
much from the Reverend Mr. Baxter, in many of hi; 
Notions and Expreſſions concerning Juſtification 
and other Things; yet he highly valu'd that Great 
Man for his Learning and Piety, and the Service he 
hac done the Church by his Practical Writings, and 
oiten ſpoke of him with great Reſpect and Affection. 

A took occaiion ſometimes to ſpeak the Hopes he 
had of the Flouriſhing of the Chriſtian Church in the 
latter L- 1's : That the Fews ſhouid be Converted, the 
Vaipal Amtichriſtian Kingdom deſtroy'd, and Religion, 
in the Power of it, ſhould prevail; grounded his 
Hopes on che Propliccies of the New Teſtament : And 
({2id he) when G O D ſhall repair the Breaches of his 
Church, and build it up greatly, the Subtilties of the 
Schools, and many Canons of Councils, and Cuſtoms of 
old, will be laid aſide, and a great Simplicity in Things 
of Faith and Worſhip, ſhall be own'd and practis d: No 
more Conditions {hall be made for Communion of 
Churches, than CHRIST makes for Communion 
with him: And Uniformity in ſmaller Matters, ſhall 
not be made neceſſary to Unity. 

We have now nothing to do but to give ſome ac- 
count of the End of this Good Man's Converſation. 
It pleas'd that GOD in whole hand our times are to 
lengthen or ſhorten as he pleaſeth, to continue him 
long a burning and a ſhining Light in his Church; 
purely to his good Providence it muſt be attributed, 
and not to any thing that appear'd extraordinary ei- 
ther in his Conſtitution or Management of himſelt. 
Moſes oblerv'd that in his time if Men hv'd to be ny: 
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ſcore Vears, even their Strength was then commonly La- 
bour and Sorrow: but here was one who went almoſt 
Nine Years beyond that, and yet hjs Strength did not 
ſcem to be Labour and Sorrow, but he continued both 
chearful and uſeful to the laſt, even in thoſe evil days, 
of which Men commonly ſay they have no Pleaſure in 


them ; he had the pleaſure of looking backward upon 


the Grace of GOD beſtowed upon him, and forward 
upon the Glory of GOD prepar'd for him, and little 
ot bodily Pain and Diſtemper to be an allay to his 
Pleaſure. Thus in his advanced Years he continued to 


Walk humbly with G OD in Holy Security and Se- 


renity of Mind, and a belicving Expectation of the 
Glory to be revealed. 

In the Year 1699. Mr. Bryon, who had long been 
his Fellow-Labourer in Shrewsbury, finiſh'd his Courle 
with Joy: Thereupon Mr. James Owen of Oſweſtry 
was choſen to joyn with him in the Work of the Mi- 
niſtry there; But it pleaſed GOD to put an End to 
his moſt uſeful Life and Labours in April 1706. Upon 
his Death they choſe Dr. Benion, then Miniſter at 
Broad-Oke, who came and ſettled among them that 
Year, and was every way agreeable both to Mr. Tal- 
leats and to the People, but Te tantim terris oſtendunt 
Fata nec ultra eſſe ſinunt, he had foon finiſhed his Te- 
ſtimony, and was remanded Mar. 4. 170;. when he 
had been but a Year and Three Quarters at Shrewsbury ; 
Ile was very dear to Mr. Tallents, and as a Son with 
the Father, ſo did he ſerve with him in the Goſpel : 
And his Death did accordingly go very near him, he 
carce look'd up with any cheartulneſs after. 

He had had very little Sickneſs ; but as he grew in- 
to years, complain'd ſometimes of faintneſs, and feeble- 
nels, and ſhortneſs of breathing, which oblig'd him to 
favour himſelf a little in his Work: And if he had 
irene himſelf but in Diſcourſe wich his Friends, he 
lound it requiſite to retire and repoſe himſelf a little. 


On 
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On Wedneſday, Mar. 24. about a Fortnight after the 
Doctor was buried, as he was waſhing him, and for 
ought appear'd, as well as he us'd to be, he fainted a. 
way of a ſudden, and had fallen to the Ground if 
thoſe about him had not been immediately aware of 
it and help'd him. In a little time he came to himſelf 
and the next day wrote a Letter in his Bed, made ſome 
Alterations in his Will, gave Directions about his Fu- 
neral, and then addreſs d himſelf to his Dying Werk, 
with the Holy Chearfulneſs that became ſo good a 
Chriſtian, as one that had nothing elſe to do but to 
dye. Sometimes he intimated, that if it were th: 
Will of GOD, he could deſire to live a little while to 
ſee the Congregation well ſettled under another Mi- 
niſter, and there was ſometimes hope of his Recove- 
ry, and that he might yet have been inſtrumental 
therein: But the Wiſe GOD, whole Judgments are 
2 great Deep, order'd otherwiſe, that he ſhould leave 
them uit at a time when they molt needed him. Ma- 
ny a time after Dr. Benion's Death, he eto carneſtly 
to GOD to provide good Miniſters for that Congre- 
gation, which lay ſo near his Heart. And ſince his 
Death, we have ſeen his Prayers anſwer' d: But GOD 
will ſhew that he can do his own. Work without the 
Agency even of thoſe Inſtruments that we think ne- 
ceſſary, and depend moſt upon. ie uſeth the Service 
of many, but needs the Service of none. 

And though to abide in the Fleſh might well be 
thought, eſpecially at that Juncture more profitable for 
_ them, yet he ſoon got over that Difficulty, and let: 
the Care of the Sheep to the great Shepherd, who 
when he hath Work to do, will never want fit Inſtru— 
ments to do it with. He therefore pray'd, that if his 
Work were done, he might be by the Grace of GOD, 
not only willing, but deſirous to depart, and to be 
with CHRIST, which he knew to be far better. 
He charg'd all about him, that they.ſhould not prey 

or 


Mr. Francis Tallients, 71 


or his Life; but that he might be enabled pariently 
the No wait for his Change. 
for When he came to himſelf, by GO D's Bleſſing on 


a. Ile uſe of Means from that fainting Fit, with which 

ü luneſs began, he ſaid to thoſe about him, Why did 

„ not let à poor old Man go away quietly ? He often ex- 

ell, reſsd his Repentance for Sin, and his Reliance on 

u CHRIST alone; and ſome Days before he dy'd, he 
0 


esd GOD he was more full of inward Comfort and 
Toy, than he was able to expreſs. | 

da lie complain d very little either of Pain or Sickneſs, 
do rut gradually decay'd, and burnt lower and lower like 
th: (andle in the Socket. He often pray d to GOD for 
to n Bleſling on thoſe about him, and ſaid, Here I He 
i waiting, waiting. After ſome time he began to think 
Ve. Wit long, that he had not his Releaſe, and to cry, Come 
tal T Feſus, come quickly : But he knew GO D's Time 
are is the beſt, and therefore would wait with Patience 
e for it, for the Viſion is for an appointed Time, and at 
the end ir ſhall ſpeak, and not lye. 

nll On Lord's Day Apr. 11. 1708. he ſaid he would 
I ¶ have thoſe about him go to worſhip GOD in the ſo- 
bis Hlemn Aſſembly, and would lave only one to ſtay 
WD WE wicth him. That Day he took more. Refreſhment, 
the ¶ and ſeem'd to be more reviv'd,than he had been of ſome 
NC time before. Divers ſavoury Words drop'd from him 
Find he continued very ſenſible, Calling upon G OD, 
till about Nine or Ten a Clock that Evening, when 


be Nhe { weetly ſlept in Jeſus, and on that Day of Reſt, en- 
ter d inco his Everiaſting Reſt. Praiſed be that GOD 
el by whoſe Grace he was enabled to finiſh well. 

ho On 7; hurſday following Apr. 15. the dear Remains 
du vcore ſolemnly Depoſited in St. Mary's Church, and 
bs Na Sermon preach'd at his own Meeting- place the ſame 
nh Evening on that ſad Occaſion, and many, very many 


did him Honour at his Death, as they did to Fehojiada 


(who dy'd in a good old Age) becauſe be had done 


1) Wl coed in Iſrael. 
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A Paper was found after his Death, appointine 
what Epitaph ſhould be inſcrib'd on his Grave-ſun; 
and expreſſing the Year of his Life then Current; in: 
timating, that he did not expect to out-live that Year. 


Reliquiæ D. Franciſci Tallents, Olim Col. Magd 
Cant. Sen. Socij, Poſtea Concionatoris Publici ir 
hac Eccleſis ab Ann. 1652. ad Aug. 24. 1662 
Qui poſt varios Labores, expettans miſericordianÞ 
Domini noſtri Feſu Chriſti in vitam Aternam, 
tandem deceſſit Anno Atatis ſus 89. Men 
Die —— 


= 4 G PS mY A 
- <0 50 * — _ * - — by — 
= _— - g 
_ — _ d "= A. \ = 
= Ss 8 > — * . — — 
— ” _ - 8 - —— + _ A © 
_—_— — * 
" * . 
Soon Ton — OR 
— mm 
os "7 OO 7 — — — ——— — — * 
4 * * P 
* 


5 LY * ys. 
— — 
8 — 4 
— I» _— 
* 
* 2 


E 


— - — 4 1 
7 44 —¹— ano. 2 — — — ** 
- N 


